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Update - 1st Xmas Cake and SGT Ken Warburton (from the Feb 19 issue)
From Greg Mulcahy, 10th Electrician - Ken Warburton was the CSM of B Coy when I arrived in Jan 55. His
name appears in the 1956 Journal (extract at right) as well as the 1956/57 version but not in 1957/58. He
had a long posQng which was not uncommon then as there wasn’t a lot of movement unQl the Korean
veterans were redeployed. Brewster and Davis were both Korean veterans.
From Ian Laurie, 10th Telecom Mechanic - Ken was one of
the original platoon SGT instructors at AAS and was CSM
B Coy when I enlisted in 1955. At that Qme, companies
were organised by trades, so B Coy comprised
electricians, telecom mechanics, architectural draWsmen,
clerks, and band boys of the 8th, 9th and 10th intakes.
From Kevin Graham, 7th Plumber and Gasﬁ[er - He may
have been on staﬀ in 1949, the same WO2 Ken Warburton R Aust Inf who was CSM of B Coy in
1952/53. I recall he had a brother who was a star footballer in one of the VFL clubs. The other
thing I recall was that he occupied a Married Quarter on the ridge behind Metal Trades Wing.
From Rodger Andrews, 8th Telecom Mechanic - SGT Ken Warburton was an Instructor. By the
Qme the 8th Intake arrived on the scene he was WO2 Ken Warburton and in 1954 CSM B Coy.
He would have joined the Army toward the end of WW2 as he wore the 39/45 Defence Medal.
The 1956/57 AAS Journal includes: "A"er Capt. Dilworth le", the Company was administered
by Maj. J. G. Sedgley, R.A.E., and W.O.2 K. Warburton unEl May ’57." (Ed)

STOP PRESS: Anyone interested in the NaQonal Malaya and Borneo Veterans AssociaQon Australia Inc.
2019 Pilgrimage to Ipoh in June should visit the NMBVAA Website without delay.
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President’s report
By: Harry Hoger, 20th Radio Mech, President AAAA president@austarmyapprentice.org

Our AssociaQon is a vehicle for everyone to partake in our history, recogniQon for our achievements and
belonging to a unique group with similar experiences.
Social media plays its part as well, giving instant noQﬁcaQon to everyone, and the photos given
idenQﬁcaQon which we all appreciate. Our ConsQtuQon covers the responsibiliQes to be observed when
posQng, so please become familiar with the advice given.
The Commi[ee is researching avenues for repair to the Balcombe Gates and the Memorial gate at
Bandiana - more on this when available.
Decisions have been put into pracQce for the 2020 Reunion to be held at the Maroochydore RSL, QLD more informaQon on this when available.
As always, whatever you do, wherever you go, don’t draw the crabs.
Volunteers required
Discussion with the Commi[ee at our March meeQng including the need to ﬁll some more of the
vacancies on the Commi[ee. To help comprehend the involvement required in volunteering your Qme ,we
make it easy for you by assisQng the Commi[ee manage the associaQon aﬀairs. Between Commi[ee
meeQngs, our discussions and conversaQons are conducted via emails and telephone calls.
Buddy up with the Commi[ee member who is across the area you may be interested in and be part of
that pornolio’s progress.The reasoning we have is that this AssociaQon will be acQve for at least another
twenty years. Being part of this Commi[ee is to keep your mind acQve, keep physically acQve, and mix
with like minded members like you. Contact the secretary let him know, and be part of our associaQons
history.

“Crab day”
By: Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, news@austarmyapprentice.org

There has oWen been discussion on “Crab day/night” and its origins. We know that it deﬁnitely occurred in
1968, resulQng in the tragic deaths of two 21st Intake ApprenQces. What is not clear is its origin.
Geoﬀ Wa[s, 17th Intake Radio Mech reported on Facebook, on 5
Feb 19 that he “wrote this exactly 2 years ago today, the last
Eme ‘Crab Night’ raised its ugly head.
“This took place in 1964, 100 days before the 17th intake
graduaEon. It must have been a planned event because paint,
brushes and chairs to be used as trestles were secreted in the
unoccupied hut across the road and up a bit from the ‘C’ coy
ﬂagpole. A"er lights out the pole was pulled down and carried
across the road to the hut. The original plan was to paint a red
helical stripe, ala ‘Barbers Pole’ the full length, however the
logisEcs of masking out or pure Eme constraints meant that
horizontal bands would have to do.
The next morning the C coy CSM, assembled all the company
seniors, 17th intake, on parade and began haranguing us. Among
several other derogatory things he stated, ‘well you dickheads
have really drawn the crabs this #@#@# Eme!’.”
Photo from Geoff’s post on Facebook
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This last paragraph could well be an invenEon of my mind, however I'm sure someEme during the last 52
years I've heard about a staﬀ member using the term ‘drawing the crabs’.”
Sadly, the C Coy ﬂagpole at Balcombe was the locaQon, unQl 1982, of the memorial to 21st Intake
ApprenQces Pearce and Russell. And there was a ﬂagpole involved on that fateful Crab Night.

C Coy Crab Day Memorial 1968

Crab Day 1971 (24th Intake) “Top (Metal Trades) Gates”

Note: The original plaque from the C Coy Crab Day Memorial
disappeared from Bonegilla some years ago and, despite a[empts to
locate it a couple of Qmes, it has never been found.
Members from the 21st Intake has replaced the lost plaque with a
new one at Balcombe.
Replacement “Crab day” memorial plaque

!

SPAASSM competition
February 2019 soluBon
One entrant correctly idenQﬁed the VW (1600cc 126A Industrial
Engine) used in this generator. I am sQll waiQng full details of the
person who provided the response so I can send oﬀ a copy of the
SPAASSM DVD.
Super vs standard petrol
In the last issue, the saga with the VW-powered generators and
super vs standard petrol was raised. Before the mid-1980s, when
leaded standard (low octane) petrol was to be replaced by
unleaded petrol, ADF equipment had to either use unleaded petrol
(ULP) or switch to super (high octane) leaded petrol, which would
sQll be available for some years. The VW generators were idenQﬁed
as not being suitable for unleaded fuel, so they had to be
“modiﬁed” for super. The modiﬁcaQon wasn’t signiﬁcant - “just
advance the magneto so the super petrol burned more eﬀecQvely”.
Of course, those that remember this will recall the diﬃculQes in
starQng them (hand crank) and the overheaQng. Towards the end of
the 1980s, the generators were, at best, unpopular.
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To the rescue, an Army electrical engineering student at the Maintenance Engineering Agency (MEA), on
Christmas break from university in early 1989, was tasked to solve the problem! In short, HE DID! In
collaboraQon with the original developers, the Army Engineering Development Establishment (EDE), they
determined that the VW engine WAS suitable for ULP, the valves and valve seats already being suitably
hardened by design (Stellite was a typical method). All that was required was to ﬂush out the leaded
petrol, replace the fuel ﬁlter, return the magneto to its original posiQon, and run the engine on ULP.
Unfortunately, it wasn’t quite that simple. To complicate ma[ers, the magneto in the test engine wasn’t
working correctly. The ﬂyweights, which help to provide a high voltage spark at low revs (ie when hand
cranking), had been installed incorrectly and the incorrect oil had been used. Further invesQgaQon showed
that this was the case for many magnetos in-service, the repair chain having failed quality control.
Nevertheless, the soluQon was eventually conﬁrmed, and the ﬁrst big test was to be Exercise Kangaroo 89
(K89), Jul-Sep 1989. The large, parQcipaQng Signals units were advised of the changes necessary but, for
various reasons, the informaQon wasn’t received in Qme and the restoraQon program didn’t occur prior to
the Exercise. But that’s another story …
May 2019 compeBBon
The VIP’s name is easy, but what was the event?
The ﬁrst correct answer to me wins the sender a copy of
the SPAASSM DVD.
Send your answers to: news@austarmyapprentice.org

Congratulations Kevin & Ruth Bailey
From: Richard Pike, 21st VM, Treasurer, NSW Regional Rep, treasurer@austarmyapprentice.org

On 15 Jun 19, Kevin (8th Intake VM) and Ruth Bailey will celebrate their 62nd wedding anniversary and, on
3 Aug 19, they will both celebrate their 83rd birthdays. CongratulaQons from the AAAA.

Events reports
24th Intake 50th Reunion, 15-17 February 2019
By: Phil Gibbs, 24th VM, Merchandise Officer merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org
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The weekend of the 15th – 17th Feb 2019, saw 72 members of the 24th Intake with 49 partners get
together to celebrate 50 years since our enlistment in Jan 1969.
CelebraQons kicked oﬀ on the Friday night with a Meet and Greet at the Dava Hotel at Mt Martha,
followed by a (too early for some), photo shoot at the Balcombe gates on Saturday morning.

Saturday night saw us gathered for dinner at the Frankston RSL for what was a truly memorable night and
an opportunity to remember those of our Intake who have gone on before us. Highlight of the weekend
was the a[endance by two of our former PTI staﬀ from Balcombe, Ernie Hall and Jim MavromaQs. All of us
greatly appreciated the eﬀort made by Ernie and Jim to be with us on this special weekend.
Finally, as if we hadn’t had enough wining and dining by now, we managed to squeeze in a Sunday
morning breakfast in Mornington and a lunch at Arthurs Seat. Both of these were extremely well
a[ended.

A big thanks to all who a[ended, especially terriﬁc to see so many partners. Looking forward to 2021 in
Tasmania.
NSW Members get-together, Cardiﬀ RSL, 10 March 2019
From: Richard Pike, 21st VM, Treasurer, NSW Regional Rep, treasurer@austarmyapprentice.org

Thirteen members and three partners enjoyed an excellent lunch and get-together.
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Balcombe Founders Day, 14 March 2019
By: Barry Minster, 20th Radio Mech

On a sunny and warm Thursday, 14 March 2019, Neil Benne[ (13th VM) and Barry Minster (20th Radio
Mech) were invited to a[end the annual Founders Day at the Balcombe Grammar School near the site of
the Balcombe Army ApprenQces School.
The enQre School populaQon gathered to celebrate the founding of their School, and today was especially
beneﬁ[ed by the welcoming of their new Principal - Mr Ross Pa[erson, who recently took over this role.
An hour of craWed presentaQons ranging from the Qny Prep Class to Year 12 was presented with a very
smooth outcome.

Neil (L) and Barry (R) took the opportunity to
strengthen the ongoing relationship between
this Grammar School and the Army Apprentices
Association.

!
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ACT Region Lunch, 27 March 2019
By: Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, ACT Regional Rep, news@austarmyapprentice.org

This quarter saw 17 ACT Region ApprenQces and three partners (Kay Brewer, Jan Heron and Raylene
Hocking) again meet at the Ainslie Footy Club. The gathering was made all the more enjoyable, with the
arrival of 20 or so 18th Metal Trades and partners as part of their reunion (see below).
18th Metal Trades Reunion, 25-27 March 2019
By: Wal Brewer, 18th Fitter & Turner

The 18th MT held a reunion in the ACT last month from the 25th to the 28th. We had 15 members turn up
for what was a memorable occasion. Regre[ably, four members have passed away since our graduaQon,
one has been un-contactable for 50 years, some were out of the country at the Qme, and the remainder
for various reasons including illness and inﬁrmity were unable to be here.
The venue was the Alivio Tourist Park in O'Connor, ACT. It was ideal for us as some arrived with caravans,
others stayed in cabins and some stayed in the on-site motel. The venue oﬀered a Camp Kitchen which we
made good use of for informal gatherings. The on-site Ridge Cafe provided a suitable place to eat and
drink without the risk of driving aWer celebraQng.

The members were entertained on the ﬁrst night by a local busker, Chris McPhail. Chris is a Vietnam
Veteran who served as a signaller on the Small Ships and, by some secret planning, surprised some of our
members who also served on the same Small Ship as Chris. 19th MT (Blacksmith) Chic Henry, known to us
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all, was invited to our ﬁrst night's Meet and Greet as a surprise guest and was made very welcome among
old mates.
The reunion coincided with the local ACT Ex-Appy AssociaQon's quarterly luncheon, so we joined in with
them and reacquainted ourselves with local Ex-Appys who we had met elsewhere during our respecQve
careers. This was a notable highlight of our reunion. Thank you Jeﬀ Heron for coordinaQng this.
As usual at such gatherings, tales tall and some true were exchanged well into the nights.
A long morning coﬀee on the 28th allowed for farewells and enthusiasQc agreements to do it all again in
2022 on the Sunshine Coast. A golf day for those who could stay another day was held on the 28th at the
Magpies Golf Club, Belconnen.
The format for the reunion, which all agreed worked well, was to nominate interesQng eateries for lunch
each day as a focal point for meeQng and lunch, leaving everyone free to do as they wished for the rest of
each day. It was worked out prior to the reunion that a bus would not be needed as there were suﬃcient
vehicles among those driving to the event to ferry everyone where they wanted to go. A BBQ dinner was
held at the Camp Kitchen on the ﬁrst day following the Meet and Greet. Dinner on the remaining nights
was held at the on-site Ridge Cafe following a Happy Hour at the Camp Kitchen.
Balcombe Grammar School Anzac service
By: Craig Malcolm, 31st ET, Membership Secretary, membership@austarmyapprentice.org

“Today I had the honour and privilege of being the guest speaker at the Balcombe Grammar School Anzac
service. A"er the service, the senior students took the appies present on a tour of their new faciliEes at the
school. One room had a very familiar sign.”

L-R: Steve Doudle (25th), Des Poulton (6th), Mark ?, Ron Cook (11th), Terry Dillon (11th), Noel Scott
(8th), Wayne McPhail (25th), Craig Malcolm (31st)
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Ron Cook, Terry Dillon and Milton Pearson (ex-RAEME RSM)

Upcoming events
20th AAS Annual Reunion SE QLD, Saturday 1 June 2019, Bulimba Bowls Club, Thynne Rd, Balmoral, QLD
Time: 1100–1600; Dress: Casual; Catering: Sausage sizzle (or bring your own), drinks: at the bar.
RSVP: to Brian Daley, 14th MV, 1 Michael St, Bulimba, QLD 4171; Tel: 07 3399 1300, Mob: 0412 721 761;
bjdaley14@gmail.com.
ACT Region Lunch, Wednesday, 26 June 2019, 1200 hrs, Limestone Café, Ainslie Football Club
Contact: Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, ACT Regional Rep, news@austarmyapprentice.org

Please let me know if you are a[ending.
AAAA Commi_ee MeeBng, Tuesday, 2 July 2019, 1030 hrs
The next meeQng will be held at the Kirribilli Club, 11 Harbour View Cres, Lavender Bay, NSW.
South Australia, all Intakes, Saturday, 3 August 2019, 1230 hrs
To be held at Largs Bay RSL Sub Branch, Largs North.
AAAA AGM, Saturday, 19 October 2019, 1030 hrs, Canberra
The venue will be the Vibe Hotel Canberra, 1 Rogan St, Canberra, ACT 2609 (Canberra Airport).
AABC AssociaBon Annual Reunion, Ballarat, Friday 25 to Sunday 27 October 2019
Contact: Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician, Welfare Officer, welfare@austarmyapprentice.org

Details will be published in the AABC AssociaQon’s Anzac EdiQon of its newsle[er.
22nd Intake 50-yr GraduaBon Reunion, 5-8 December 2019
The Reunion will be based around the Big 4 Caravan Park and Vine Hotel, Nuriootpa, in the Barossa Valley,
SA. There will be a Meet and Greet evening, Informal Dinner and Farewell BBQ, all in a very casual
atmosphere. In addiQon, we are organising a private charter company to conduct local winery tours. To
register your interest and book accommodaQon, please contact: John Noack: johnnoack@bigpond.com,
Dave Miller: dmiller@internode.on.net, or Bob Coventry: bobcov51@gmail.com
2020 AAAA Reunion, Maroochydore, 24 October 2020 (TBC)
Early preparaQons are underway for the next Reunion of the AAAA, to be held in Maroochydore, QLD in
the spring of 2020. The weekend of Saturday 24 October has been idenQﬁed and arrangements are being
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made. Watch this space and the AssociaQon Website for more details. hbp://austarmyapprenEce.org/
events/upcoming-events/
26th Intake 50th Anniversary CelebraBon - Back to Balcs - 20-21 January 2021
From Alan Harmer 26th VM (via Facebook)

All ApprenQces of the 26th Intake and staﬀ will be welcome. Appies from other intakes who wish to
nominate and join us will also be made very welcome.
So, we have a date and desQnaQon but there is plenty of work sQll to do in understanding what, where
and how, and we simply say, watch this space. In the meanQme, understanding that circumstances and
state of health may change your plans along the way, that said, we would like an indicaQon of your intent
re-a[ending. To that end, a ﬁrst pass response via Facebook (Australian Army ApprenQces AssociaQon
[oﬃcial]) is a great start!
2023 AAAA 75th Reunion, Albury
The next major milestone for ApprenQces will be the 75th Anniversary of the commencement of Army
ApprenQceships, occurring in 2023.

Vale notices
Contact: Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician, Welfare Officer, welfare@austarmyapprentice.org

The Welfare Oﬃcer’s role includes advising of any passing of ApprenQces, so the AssociaQon and its
members may be aware, and the informaQon can be recorded. For those who do noQfy us of an
ApprenQce who has passed away, if at all possible, please include the NOK’s details and their address.
Also, if you are aware of any of our colleagues who are ill or about to undergo surgery, please let me know
so I can post informaQon on Facebook.
This ediBon’s summary
Intake

Trade

Reg No

Name

Passed away

8

Plumber

48531

Keith Edward NORTON

26 Aug 2018

31

Electronics Tradesman

211626

Peter Ross EDWARDS

21 Jan 2019

11

Vehicle Mechanic

342723

Bryan John NICHOLLS

10 Feb 2019

22

Carpenter & Joiner

55301

Kevin William BOSSE

29 Mar 2019

29

Electrical Mechanic

62700

Shane Leslie HARROP

31 Mar 2019

14

Blacksmith

342833

Francis William DOYLE

8 Apr 2019

28

Electrical Mechanic

316078

John Edward WEBSTER

17 Apr 2019

24

Carpenter & Joiner

313169

Roger David JONSON

25 Apr 2019

Membership matters
Contact: Craig Malcolm, 31st ET, Membership Secretary, membership@austarmyapprentice.org

The current state of the membership (as of 24 April) is 796 ﬁnancial members, consisQng of: Ordinary
Memberships 333; ReQred Memberships 452; Associate Memberships 8; and Life Memberships 3. This is a
decrease of 64 members since the last Newsle[er.
The last round of membership renewals was due on 1 March and we are sQll waiQng for 72 members to
renew. If you are unsure if your membership is due or have changed address since your last renewal,
please let the Membership Secretary know at membership@austarmyapprenEce.org or 0438 808233.
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Association merchandise
Contact: Phillip Gibbs, 24th VM, Merchandise Officer, merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org

We now have new stock of the large AAS Balcombe and Bonegilla cloth badges (260x210mm). Mount
them in a 10x8 photo frame to display in your Appy Corner of the world. Also available are the smaller AAS
Badge for your coat or jacket pocket.

Balcombe (large)
(frame not included)
$25 plus $3.50 postage

Bonegilla (large)
$25 plus $3.50 postage

AAS (small)
$20 plus $3.50 postage

If you would like any of these items, check out the merchandise page on the AssociaQon Website at hbp://
austarmyapprenEce.org or contact Phil Gibbs at merchandise@austarmyapprenEce.org.
Item

Unit Price

P&H

Polo shirt (AAS badge); sizes: M, L, XL, 2XL,
3XL,
4XL) Qe
AssociaQon

$35.00
$25.00

$10.00
$8.50

Lapel badge
Car sQcker

$10.00
$5.00

$3.50
$1.00

Plaque (AssociaQon badge)
Plaque (School badge)

$65.00
$65.00

$10.00
$10.00

Baseball cap
Stubby cooler

$12.50
$10.00

$10.00
$8.50

Keyring

$20.00

$3.50

60th Anniversary 2008 DVD
Balcombe CommemoraQon 2013 DVD

$10.00
$15.00

$8.50
$8.50

AAS ﬂag (original badge)
SPAASSM CollecQon DVD

$175.00
$25.00

$10.00
$8.50

Cloth AAS Badge Balcombe Large

$25.00

$3.50

Cloth AAS Badge Bonegilla Large
Cloth AAS Badge Small

$25.00
$20.00

$3.50
$3.50

70th Reunion Cap
70th Reunion Stubby Cooler

$15.00
$10.00

$10.00
$8.50

70th Reunion Photo Card

$16.50

$3.50
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Newsletter submissions are always welcome
Submissions for the August 2019 ediQon close on 15 July 2019. Please send them to the Editor at
news@austarmyapprenEce.org

AAAA Committee
Commi_ee changes
Welcome aboard Michael Thompson, 26th VM, who has oﬀered his services for the role of SA Regional
Rep. Michael will be supported by Bob Coventry (WA Rep) and Dave Miller, both 22nd Intake.
And there are sQll plenty of vacancies, so how about volunteering? In parQcular, we sQll need someone to
take on the role of Webmaster. hbp://austarmyapprenEce.org/about/commibee/
Management Sub-commi_ee - Oﬃce Bearers:

Management Sub-commi_ee (contd):

* President - Harry Hoger, 20th Radio Mech
* Vice President - Greg Hagge[, 40th Plumber &
Gasﬁ[er
* Secretary - Keith Lowe, 22nd F&T
*Treasurer - Richard Pike, 21st VM

* Membership Secretary - Craig Malcolm, 31st ET
* Public Oﬃcer - Ray Wilson, 15th Plumber
* Welfare Oﬃcer, Memorial Sub-commi[ee
Member - Kevin Noon, CSM, 14.5th Musician
* Events Manager - Vacant

Other Commi_ee Members:
* Heritage Oﬃcer, Memorial Sub-commi[ee Chair - Peter Thompson, 21st VM
* Webmaster - Vacant
* Member - Bob Clarke, 22nd VM
* Member, Social Media Administrator - Joanne Cornelius, 43rd VM
* Member, Merchandise Oﬃcer - Phillip Gibbs, 24th VM
* Member, Newsle[er Editor - Jeﬀ Heron, 21st Radio Mech, Life Member
* Members - 2 Vacant

Appointees:
* Honorary Trustee, Memorial Sub-commi[ee Member - Jim Hislop, 9th F&T
* Chaplain, Memorial Sub-commi[ee Member - Rev Alan Kelb, OAM, 25th F&T
* Auditor - Gary Lancaster, 22nd F&T
* Legal Adviser - Vacant

Regional RepresentaBves:
* NT - Kevin Forster, 28th VM
* N Qld - Vacant
* SE Qld - Brian Daley, OAM, 14th VM, Life Member,
and Memorial Sub-commi[ee Member
* NSW - Richard Pike, 21st VM, Treasurer
* ACT - Jeﬀ Heron, 21st Radio Mech, Life
Member, Member, and Newsle[er Editor

* Southern Vic - Don Hughes, 29th C&J
* N Vic, Central Vic and SE Vic - 3 Vacant
* Vic Metro - Craig Malcolm, 31st ET, Membership
Secretary
* SA - Michael Thompson, 26th VM
* Tas - Vacant
* WA - Bob Coventry, 22nd Radio Mech

Disclaimer
InformaQon, views and opinions expressed in “The ApprenQce About” originate from many diﬀerent
sources and contributors throughout our membership. Please note that content does not necessarily
represent or reﬂect the views and opinions of the AAAA.
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