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From the President 
By Harry Hoger, 20th Radio Mech, President AAAA 
president@austarmyapprentice.org 
The recent AGM witnessed a change in our Patron. 
Thank you to MAJGEN Andrew Mathewson, AM for his 
support and contribution over the past three years, 
which has given us a distinction in our pursuit to be 
professional, authentic and relevant. We welcome BRIG 
Andrew Freeman, 40th Electrical Fitter, Head of Corps 
RAEME to take the baton of Patron for the next three 
years. 
Together with our VP Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & 
Gasfitter, we are moving in the right direction, 
encouraging more recent intakes to get involved. 
A change in Secretary also took place; a big thank you 
to Neil Bennett, 13th VM for his stewardship over many 
years, and welcome to Keith Lowe 22nd to this position. 
The Events Manager position also changed via election 
to Tim Wilde, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter. (page 3) 

Website changes 
Apologies to those who couldn’t find the Honour Board 
on our Website. It is still on the About page and also 
under “Heritage”. We introduced the new “Heritage” 
menu to improve access to heritage items, such as the 
Honour Board. We welcome any feedback. 

ASEME adopts AAS badge 
Thanks to Robert Turnbull, 44th VM, Corps RSM, RAEME 

 

Robert reports: “The emblem re-
establishes the Army School of 
Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineering’s (ASEME's) historical 
links with the Army Apprentices 
School (AAS) by using most of the 
design features with a new title 
and standardised crown. 

When AAS was rolled into the Army Logistic Training 
Centre (ALTC) in 1995, it became ASEME. ALTC adopted 
the AAS emblem as its unit emblem in the same year. 
ALTC has recently changed its emblem to better 
represent its current functions and structure, freeing up 
the use of the design components of the old AAS 
emblem for ASEME's use. 

The AAS emblem will only be used on documentation 
and worn on the unit shoulder patch of ASEME staff and 
On-the-Job Trainees, once they leave the Albury-
Wodonga Military Area to commence training in 
brigade locations (so that they can be identified as 
ASEME OJT). The emblem will not be worn as a badge 
on any forms of dress. 

Signs are also being constructed, featuring the AAS 
badge, to be placed at the front gates of both Latchford 
Barracks, Bonegilla and North Bandiana.” (page 2). 

 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E  
From the President .......................................................... 1 
Website changes .............................................................. 1 
ASEME adopts AAS badge ................................................ 1 
Patron - Brigadier Andrew Freeman ................................ 2 
Letter to the President - Maralinga ................................. 3 
Membership matters ....................................................... 3 
Event reports .................................................................... 4 
Reunion & Anzac Day March 24th-27th April 2018 - 
Update.............................................................................. 6 

Other Upcoming events ................................................... 6 
Vale notices ...................................................................... 8 
INVICTUS GAMES ............................................................. 9 
SPAASSM ........................................................................ 10 
Association merchandise ............................................... 11 
AAAA Committee ........................................................... 11 
Where are they now - 14.5th Musicians? ....................... 11 
Frank Poole award ......................................................... 12 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
mailto:president@austarmyapprentice.org
http://austarmyapprentice.org/wp-content/uploads/AAAA-Honour-Board_v1.1.pdf
http://austarmyapprentice.org/
http://austarmyapprentice.org/about/


 
 

2 THE APPRENTICE ABOUT November 2017 
www.austarmyapprentice.org 

(ASEME adopts AAS badge - from page 1). 

 
 

Patron - Brigadier Andrew Freeman 
We are pleased to report that our new Patron is BRIG 
Andrew Freeman. In thanking the outgoing Patron, 
MAJGEN Andrew Mathewson, AM, President Harry 
Hoger wrote, “The full committee without any 
hesitation wish to express their thanks and best 
wishes for your future. In the new year, at our first 
committee meeting, we will formally thank you. I 
thank you for your support which has helped us 
progress as a cohesive and confident group of Army 
Apprentices with a desire to network and put in place 
our legacy, so this Nation will remember our service 
which has contributed to the Australian way of life.” 

MAJGEN Mathewson replied, “Thanks Harry. It has 
been a great honour. Andrew will be an outstanding 
representative.” 

BRIG Freeman was born on the 5th December 1967 in 
Rockhampton, Queensland. He attended Yeppoon 
State High School before enlisting in the Australian 
Army on the 7th January 1985 as a 40th Intake 
Electrical Fitter Apprentice. On completion of his 
apprenticeship, he attended RMC Duntroon in 1990. 
On graduating to RAEME in 1991, he attended Long 
Term School in the UK studying Aircraft Engineering. 

He has gained extensive command, operations, 
personnel management, logistics, Army Aviation and 
staff work experience, having been appointed as 
Deputy Assistant Adjutant Quartermaster (DQ) HQ 
3 Bde, Staff Officer Grade One Logistics HQ 16 Avn 
Bde, CO of the 3rd Combat Service Support Battalion, 
MA to Commander 1 Div, Director of Logistics - Army 
(Army G4), DG Land (Army G3), and assumed 
command of 17 Combat Service Support Brigade in 
October 2017. 

 
Operationally, BRIG Freeman has deployed to Kuwait 
in 1999 with the 101st Airborne Division, East Timor in 
2001/2 as a Commander of an Aviation Workshop 
Detachment, to Iraq in 2007/8 with the British Army 
as the Staff Officer Grade One Plans on their Div HQ 
(Basra), and to Afghanistan in 2014 for 12 months as 
the CJ4 Director at NATO Special Operations 
Component Command - Afghanistan. BRIG Freeman 
was awarded a Commendation for Distinguished 
Service in the 2016 Australia Day Honours and Awards 
for his contribution to the NATO’s Special Operations 
Command in Afghanistan. 

Academically, he is an Aircraft Engineer having 
studied at the School of Aeronautical Engineering - UK 
(1992), has a Bachelor of Social Science Degree from 
Southern Cross University (1998), has attended the 
Australian Command and Staff College (2003) and the 
Centre for Defence Studies (2015) achieving Masters 
Degrees in Defence Studies from the University of 
Canberra, and in Strategic Studies from Deakin 
University. 

Andrew is married to Jane, who is a very supportive 
and understanding wife, and they have four children; 
identical twin girls Stephanie and Jenna (21) and two 
boys Ben (19) and Sam (15). BRIG Freeman’s interests 
include maintaining a high level of fitness, fishing, golf 
and socialising. 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
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(From the President - from page 1). 

We thank those outgoing members for their 
contribution to this association, and wish them well 
for the future. I look forward to working with this new 
Committee. 

The Association is pleased to announce that Jeff 
Heron, 21st Radio Mech has been awarded Life 
Membership. Jeff is a foundation member of the 
Association and has worked tirelessly with the 
Website Forum, the Newsletter, the Constitution, and 
assisting with organisation of all the Reunions since 
2006. 

 
Harry Hoger, President (L) presenting Jeff with his Life 
Member’s Award 
 

Letter to the President - Maralinga 
Dear Harry, The letter from Roy Vincent in the last 
issue of “Apprentice About” re the British Atomic Trials 
at Maralinga with the question as to how many 
Apprentices may have been involved in them 
prompted me to do a little investigation. 

As Apprentices were allocated their regimental 
numbers from specific blocks of numbers in each state 
and knowing what they are it is reasonably easy to 
find any who served in that area from the 
“Parliamentary Nominal Roll of Australia Participants 
in British Nuclear Tests” ISBN 0642487391. 

I located 35 names in that roll that have service 
numbers related to apprentices one of them being 
myself Kenneth Lawrence Osborne 48543, however 
how I came to be on the list I still am not sure as to 
why. I served in Woomera for six years as a radar 
mechanic and possibly because some of the trials 

there also related to those conducted at Maralinga 
may be the reason I am on the roll. 

There are a few others on the list who were RAEME 
that I know. I also saw one name on the list who was 
an Infanteer, a Vietnam Vet and who I know quite well 
and who lives about 70 kilometres away at Nelson, so 
I rang him and asked how he was involved and he said 
as part of the administration and while he was posted 
to Keswick Barracks back in that era. 

I also know Graeme Newgreen who is on the list very 
well, he was a seventh intake radio mechanic and he 
has some very interesting tales to tell about his time 
there, particularly one saying they went through the 
crater of one of the bombs roughly an hour after it 
was detonated wearing only boots and shorts. 
Graeme was still alive and kicking a little while back 
but was attending the Heidelberg Repatriation 
Hospital every month for treatment for leukaemia 
related to his exposure to radiation. 

Also related to the trials there are another two 
publications published by Veterans Affairs and they 
are Australian Participants in British Nuclear Tests in 
Australia : Dosimetry 2006 vol 1, and Mortality and 
Cancer Incidence 2006 vol 2, ISBN 1 920720 39 1. 

Both make interesting reading for those interested, 
the Nominal roll lists 16,716 members of the ADF and 
civilians who were involved including those in the 
Monte Bello tests which is also interesting. Maybe a 
few others may send in more details with a few 
interesting stories that will be of interest to others. 

Regards Ken Osborne 29 Aug 2017 
 

Membership matters 
By Craig Malcolm, 31st ET, Membership Secretary, 
membership@austarmyapprentice.org 

Current membership status: 
Financial members (as at 7th Nov 2017): 
• Ordinary Members 294 
• Retired Members 352 
• Life Members 4 
• Associates 9 
• Total 659 

This is an increase of 78 from this time last year. The 
5-year membership option has proved quite popular 
with 63% of new membership and renewals taking 
this option. We have email addresses for 627 of our 
members. It is important that the Association has up 
to date email addresses as this significantly reduces 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
mailto:membership@austarmyapprentice.org
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the mail out costs to the Association as most 
correspondence is suitable for delivery by email. This 
chart shows the numbers of Members by Intake. 
There are still a few intakes not pulling their weight. 

 
And we are still on track to perhaps reach Member 
No 1000 sometime in 2018. As an incentive to those 
who haven’t yet joined, we are offering a prize to the 
person who is registered as Member No 1000. Watch 
this space. 
 

Event reports 
SME Long Tan Day - Date 18th Aug 17 
By Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter (P&G) 
vice_president@austarmyapprentice.org.au 

I represented the Association at the Annual ‘Long Tan 
Day’ commemoration, which was held at the new 
SME Chapel within Holsworthy Barracks, on a 
particularly windy day where one member of the 
Catafalque party lost his slouch hat. The Chapel was 
full to capacity with past and current serving 
members in attendance, while the Catafalque party 
included Sappers from SME completing their IET 
course. A wreath dedicated to the three Apprentices 
killed on active service was laid on behalf of the 
Apprentices Association. 

The highlight of the service was the attendance of the 
Holsworthy Public School choir who were outstanding 
in singing several traditional hymns and a fine 
rendition of the National Anthem. 

 
Following the service, all guests were directed to the 
Engineer Museum where a lunch buffet and bar was 

provided. I was fortunate enough to be introduced to 
four other Apprentices and provided them with an 
update of the upcoming events the Association has 
planned. 

 
Greg Haggett at left with the four other Apprentices. 

 
 

Canberra Region Lunch 27th Sep 2017 
ACT Region Rep, Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech 
moderator@austarmyapprentice.org.au 

Another excellent lunch was enjoyed at the Golden 
King Restaurant in Phillip. Twenty-one attended (19 
Appies; one partner, Jan Heron; and Harry Cole’s 
guest, Finn Macussen, ex-Danish Navy). Our three 
reliable Sydney travellers again visited (Harry and 
Finn, and Kerry Tunbridge), and Geoff Hawker (2nd), 
Herb Taylor (3rd), Bernie Sullivan (7th) kept up their 
attendance average. Frank Poole and Greg Mulcahy 
were also able to attend, which was very pleasing. 
Additionally, Frank took the opportunity to present a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Greg in thanks for his 
tremendous support to the Association over the 
years, including dedicated work assisting with the 
Memorial. 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
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Otto Aberle gave a brief update on the planning for 
next year’s Anzac Day Reunion in Canberra (see 
page 5). As usual, the restaurant excelled, presenting 
the opportunity for doggie bags to be taken home. 
The next, Xmas luncheon has been booked for 
Wednesday 6th December at the Ainslie Footy Club. 
 

Apprentice round-up, Pinjarra, Sat 7th 
October 17 
By Bob Coventry (22nd Radio Mech), WA Region Rep 

Although the weather Gods were unkind to us, the 
wet day didn’t dampen the spirits or attendance at 
what was the first of our revived Reunions here in 
WA. A FANTASTIC total of 54 Apprentices with 25 
wives/partners came along to the Pinjarra RSL for a 
great day of meeting, greeting, talking and, of course, 
drinking. The Ladies Auxiliary of the RSL put on a 
simple but filling lunch - hot roast beef & gravy in a 
bun. Just what you need on a cold, wet day. 

 
I was asked last Nov to be the WA rep and, earlier this 
year, sent out a simple survey to the WA-based AAAA 
Members, asking if there was support for an annual 
get-together, as well as the occasional caravanning/ 
camping trip. The result was an overwhelming YES 
and preparations were kick-started for the first 
weekend after the AFL grand-final. Even back then, 
we were confident that at least one WA team would 
make it - O ye of little faith! 

The initial mail-out was to the 62 AAAA Members I 
had email contacts for, but through Intake, trade and 
“the mates grapevine”, the current database stands at 
99, with several being added even on the day. It’s 
amazing how that amber fluid restores memories. So 
many conversations like: 

“What happened to what’s his name?” 

“Where’s Bill living now?” 

“I saw an ex-Appie sticker on a car last week and 
followed it till it stopped. The driver was an 8th VM.” 

Highlights included: 

• The earliest Intake was represented by Baden 
Jeffery AM, 7th VM, thru to Peter Moore, 37th VM. 
In between, just 6 Intakes were not represented, 
all bar one being ODD – GO EVENS. 

• Gary Kalem, 26th Radio Mech was the longest still-
serving Appie present. Well done Gary! 

• The most represented Intake was the 22nd (again!) 
with nine. Should have been 10, as Dave Miller, 
22nd EF, the SA Rep came over, but was struck 
down with a case of Bali-belly and couldn’t get off 
the Porcelain Bus. 

• Denis Pegg, 13th F&T came from Tassie, to be with 
brother Ray, 15th F&T - guess who bought the 
beers? 

• Most enduring trip went to Andy Sears, 30th F&T, 
who drove his restored Series 1, Field Workshop 
Landie, up from Albany. He left at 5am and had to 
wear ear-muffs all the way. 

• The obligatory RSL “Chook-Wheel” raffle raised 
sufficient funds to purchase the AAS Flag from our 
Merchandise store. This was promptly run up the 
pole and will be a feature of all future gatherings. 

 
Everyone had a great day and the consensus was that 
we need to do it again – which we will! 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
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Till next time. Take Care, Look after yourselves - and 
your mates. 
 

Reunion & Anzac Day March 
24th-27th April 2018 - Update 
Contact Tim Wilde, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter, Events 
Manager events@austarmyapprentice.org.au 

The Reunion to commemorate the 70th Anniversary of 
the formation of the Army Apprentices School will be 
held in Canberra over the period Tue 24th-Fri 27th April 
2018. The two major 
highlights of the Reunion 
are: Anzac Day March in 
Canberra - our Association 
has been invited to be the 
lead contingent; and Last 
Post Ceremony at the 
Australian War Memorial 
(AWM) on 26th April 2018 
where an Army Apprentice will be honoured. All Army 
Apprentices are invited to march. The program, 
registration details, costs and accommodation 
suggestions are on the Website. If you receive a hard 
copy of this Newsletter, you should have received the 
information by mail. Note: If you haven’t checked the 
Website since the AGM in October, it is strongly 
recommended that you do so, as some of the details 
have changed. The Meet and Greet and Reunion 
Dinner are now to be held at the National 
Convention Centre, 31 Constitution Ave, Canberra 
ACT 2601. 

Reunion sub-committee members: 
Chair - Tim Wilde, Event Manager 
Treasurer - Richard Pike, Treasurer and Merchandise 
Officer 
Membership - Craig Malcolm, Membership Secretary 
Graphics designer & registrations - Jeff Heron, ACT 
Regional Rep, Newsletter Editor 
Parade Marshall - Kevin Noon, Welfare Officer 

Raffles - Brian Daley, S Qld Regional Rep 
Member - Harry Hoger, President. 

Other Upcoming events 
30 Terminal Sqn Reunion, Mosman 
17th-19th Nov 17, the 75th anniversary of the Army 
Terminal Operator (Termites) Trade. (Ed: And here is a 
link to the Association Website 
Forum http://austarmyapprentice.org/forum_phpBB3
/viewtopic.php?t=559 where Craig (Chook) Ingram, 
Termite 1987-1999, wrote about the 70th Anniversary 
in Sydney in 2012. He noted that “Three Dock 
Operation Companies (now Terminal Sqns) were 
established in April 1942 to carry out stevedoring 
duties in operation port areas and continue to this 
day.”) 
 

NSW Regional get-together, 25th November 
Contact Richard Pike, NSW Regional Rep and Treasurer 
treasurer@austarmyapprentice.org 

NSW Appies are having one more get-together this 
year in Sydney, held at the Kirribilli Club, 11 Harbour 
View Cres, Lavender Bay, 2060, starting at 12.00. Cost 
will be $10 per head for the finger food and drinks are 
available at members’ prices. Please pass the word 
around and let others know. Partners most welcome. 
 

75th Anniversary of RAEME Events 
The RAEME Head of Corps cell has 
promulgated the following list of 
events for the 75th Anniversary of 
RAEME. Further details will be 
released as they are available:  

• QLD - 12th Nov 17, RAQ All Ranks Lunch at Fix 
Restaurant, Brisbane, POC RAEME Assoc QLD 

• QLD - 24th Nov 17, RAMS Formal Dinner, POC WO1 
T Chudziak, torsten.chudziak@defence.gov.au 

• TAS - 26th Nov 17, Dinner, Anglesea Bks Officers 
Mess, POC Russell Clark, rclark44@bigpond.com 

• NSW - 30th Nov 17, Mixed Ranks Dining In night, 
Holsworthy Bks, RSVP and cost TBA 

 
• ACT - 1st Dec 17, 75th Anniversary Parade, Plaque 

Unveiling and Dinner, Australian War Memorial, 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
mailto:events@austarmyapprentice.org.au
http://austarmyapprentice.org/forum_phpBB3/viewtopic.php?t=559
http://austarmyapprentice.org/forum_phpBB3/viewtopic.php?t=559
mailto:treasurer@austarmyapprentice.org
mailto:torsten.chudziak@defence.gov.au
mailto:rclark44@bigpond.com
http://qld.raeme.org.au/index.php?option=com_rsmail&task=redirecturl&cid=237&sid=359&url=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHJ5Ym9va2luZy5jb20vYm9vay9ldmVudD9laWQ9MzEzMDc0JmFtcDs=
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(AWM) Canberra. The Parade, which is open to all, 
will be followed by a Formal Dinner in Anzac Hall. 
In keeping with the theme of the 75th Anniversary - 
Reflecting on the Past to Maintain the Future - 
the Parade comprises new trade trainees and 
officers from the Army School of Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering, the Rotary Wing Aircraft 
Maintenance School, and the RAAF School of 
Technical Training. The parade appointments 
represent the past, while the Parade body 
represents our future, and the promise of 
technology to come. 

• The all-ranks dinner will be under the wings of ‘G 
for George’, consisting of a 3-course dinner and 4-
hour drinks package. Tickets are $100, and 
attendees can put together tables with their 
friends. To book a seat, click below or google “Try 
Booking” and search “RAEME”. Don’t accidentally 
book for the RAMS All Ranks Dinner at Oakey. 

• https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=313
074&, or contact MAJ Steve Howells, 07 3332 
3151, email: stephen.howells@defence.gov.au. 

• Note that due to restricted numbers, the Dinner is 
not open to partners/guests. 

 
• VIC - 1st Dec 17, Dinner at the Clayton RSL, POC 

Alan Rogers, secretary@vic.raeme.org.au 
• QLD - 1st Dec 17, 7 Bde RAEME Birthday, POC MAJ J 

Fleming, julian.fleming@defence.gov.au 
• NT - 1st Dec 17, 1 Avn RAEME Birthday, Robertson 

Bks, POC LT E 
Kelderman, elizabeth.kelderman@defence.gov.au 

• SA - 1st Dec 17, 16 ALR RAEME Birthday, Woodside 
Bks, POC LT T Davies, tayla.davies@defence.gov.au 

• WA - 1st Dec 17, Perth RAEME Birthday with “Harry 
the Horse”, POC Michael 
Nolan, michael.nolan@defence.gov.au 

Commemorative 75th Anniversary Lapel Pin 
The Head of Corps Cell has put together a 
commemorative 75th Anniversary enamel coloured 

pin on a backing card with the Corps paintings, Corps 
badges and photographs of tradesmen at work. The 
pin will be distributed through the Regional RAEME 
Reps and direct to selected outlying areas. Every 
RAEME soldier and officer, ARA and ARes, will receive 
a pin for free. Coloured pins and a gold lapel pin with 
an antique finish, but no backing card, will be 
available for purchase. The price will be $5 a pin plus 
postage if required. Details on ordering will be 
distributed soon. 

 
 

23rd Intake 50th Reunion, 20th-24th Jan 2018 
Contact Gary Sargent, gandlsargent@bigpond.com 

The 23rd Intake 50th Reunion will be held from the 
20th-24th January 2018 in the Avenel/Nagambie area. 

I have identified accommodation options and have a 
list of known email addresses from our Intake. 
Contact me if you need more details. We recommend 
that you look at suitable accommodation and book 
early. Look at the options of sharing accommodation, 
as many houses/cabins have multiple bedrooms that 
accommodate couples. 

If you’re attending and towing a caravan, camper 
trailer or in a motorhome, email Kim Armani 
at benmore2@bigpond.com to see if you can be 
accommodated at Rusty Springs. Let him know your 
rig setup; ie: solar, ensuite, size, etc. 

We will be working on locking in the Reunion program 
getting it out to all. Under 12 months to go. 

10th Intake Reunion Dinner, 24th April 2018 
Contact Frank Poole - 10th Architectural Draughtsman 
0416 193387, memorial@austarmyapprentice.org 
Venue to be advised. 
 

HOLDFAST 2018 All Engineer Reunion 
Date: 4th-7th May 2018 Venue: Bundaberg, Qld. 
 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=313074&
https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=313074&
mailto:stephen.howells@defence.gov.au
mailto:secretary@vic.raeme.org.au
mailto:julian.fleming@defence.gov.au
mailto:elizabeth.kelderman@defence.gov.au
mailto:tayla.davies@defence.gov.au
mailto:michael.nolan@defence.gov.au
mailto:gandlsargent@bigpond.com
mailto:benmore2@bigpond.com
mailto:memorial@austarmyapprentice.org
Jeff Heron
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19th Intake Get Together, late-July 2018 
Contact Ian Hartshorn - 19th Radio Mech 0422 670080, 
ian@testandtagsupplies.com.au 

Ian needs to contact 19th Intake wheelers and dealers 
to plan a get together at the end of July 2018, planned 
as not to interfere with the Canberra Anzac Day. He 
has a list of the C Coy boys but nothing on the rest. 

Can anyone help? Please contact Ian as above. (Ed) 

Vale notices 
Mick Mace, RIP 
Thanks to Jack Gamble, 4th Intake Carpenter & Joiner 

Last November’s The Apprentice About newsletter 
included a Vale notice about VX 57174, later 31532 
Raymond Charles (Mick) Mace, MM BEM. Since then 
we have been informed by Jack Gamble of a much 
more thorough story on Mick’s life and 35-year 
military career in the RAE Corps Magazine, SAPPER 
SUMMIT, Number 95 December 2016. The link is 
here https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/resources/Sappe
r%20Summit%2095%20e%20copy.pdf 

Vale notices summary 
From Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician, Welfare Officer 
welfare@austarmyapprentice.org 

The Association’s objectives include promotion of the 
welfare of members and spouses. The Welfare 
Officer’s role in support of this includes advising of 
any passing of Apprentices so that the Association and 
its members may be aware and the information can 
be recorded. Readers are asked to advise the Welfare 
Officer of any deaths of Apprentices of which they 
become aware. 

Vale notices are posted on the Association Website 
(http://austarmyapprentice.org/vale/) and other 
social media sites.  

Kevin has advised of the following Apprentices who 
have passed away as at 28th Oct 2017 (note: older 
dates have only recently come to our notice). 
 
Intake & 

trade 
Name Address Passed 

away 
7th C&J Mason, Barry No details Unknown 
7th Tels 
Mech 

Ross, Lawrence 
Michael 

Jerrabomberr
a, NSW 

17 Jul 17 

10th VM Simpson, James 'Jim' 
William  

No details Jun 17 

19th F&T Aniol, Stan John No details 9 Jul 14 
5th Welder Poole, John Sydney No details 23 Oct 09 
19th F&T Smith, Patrick John Mt Helena, 

WA 
13 Aug 17 

15th VM Butlin, Brian Leslie No details 29 Mar 
06 

Intake & 
trade 

Name Address Passed 
away 

15th EF De Catania, Alan WA Unknown 
15th RM Gotch, Gordon 

William 
Box Hill, Vic 2 Mar 17 

15th/16th 
C&J 

McKenna, Donald 
Charles 

Port Augusta, 
SA 

1994 

15th RM McNeil, Morris John Melbourne, 
Vic 

27 May 
13 

15th F&T Philip, Raymond John Canberra, ACT 26 Dec 03 
15th/16th 
C&J 

Sartori, Ronald John Rockhampton
, Qld 

8 Nov 66 

15th VM Smith, Henry 'Harry' 
Matthew 

Gunning, 
NSW 

25 Jul 03 

15th EF/ 
F&T 

Tatham, Wayne Edwin Box Hill, Vic 5 Jul 13 

15th VM Angus, Stefan Adelaide, SA 22 Dec 04 
15th C&J Baker, Barry 'Butch' 

Kenneth 
Bateman's 
Bay, NSW 

13 Jan 10 

15th VM Baker, William 'Bill' 
Russell 

Borneo 29 Aug 03 

15th F&T Betts, Phillip Brisbane, Qld 17 Aug 13 
15th C&J Garth, Robert 'Bob' 

Edward 
Brisbane, Qld 8 Oct 15 

15th &T Glasson, John Leslie Kalgoorlie, 
WA 

20 Jul 70 

15th F&T Graham, Ian David Adelaide, SA 28 Feb 14 
15th VM Gray, Donald 'Shorty'  No details 2 Nov 83 
15th VM Lord, Jeffrey Edwin Balcombe, Vic 6 Feb 63 
15th RM Percival, Harry 

Norman 
Canberra, ACT 17 Nov 

01 
15th VM/ 
Clerk 

Sullivan, Patrick 
Joseph 

Sydney, NSW 3 Oct 14 

8th VM Meaney, John 'Jake' 
Barry 

No details 9 Aug 17 

11th F&T Kitching, John 'Kitch' 
Andrews 

No details 3 Aug 17 

22nd RM Crawford, Trevor 
Charles 

No details 17 Aug 17 

7th C&J Mason, Barry Newcastle, 
NSW 

Unknown 

5th MT Kenworthy, Graeme 
Leonard 

No details 2 Sep 14 

5th B/L Collins, John Stuart No details 19 Sep 13 
5th F&T Bunter, James Keith No details 1 Apr 70 
5th F&T Gascoyne, Colin No details 29 Jul 07 
2nd DNG Biddle, Kenneth John No details 1 Sep 78 
2nd DNG Cullen, Charles 

Stanton 
No details 6 Apr 12 

2nd C&J Moller, Neville Lester  No details 31 Mar 
88 

2nd F&T Schipp, Peter Kingsley No details 2 Jun 03 
3rd (DNG) Maurer, Douglas Ross No details 30 Jan 09 
3rd C&J Grace, Norman Lloyd No details 27 Aug 80 
3rd C&J Mays, Robert Donald No details 24 Sep 59 
3rd C&J Menzies, Allan Edward No details 7 Jan 15 
3rd C&J Twining, Ronald 

Frederick 
No details 15 Jan 11 

3rd Elec Graham, Kenneth 
Thomas 

No details 25 Jun 15 

3rd Elec 
(DNG) 

Olin, George William No details 13 May 
16 

3rd Elec Plevey, Kenneth No details 16 Feb 16 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
mailto:ian@testandtagsupplies.com.au
https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/resources/Sapper%20Summit%2095%20e%20copy.pdf
https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/resources/Sapper%20Summit%2095%20e%20copy.pdf
mailto:welfare@austarmyapprentice.org
http://austarmyapprentice.org/vale/
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Intake & 
trade 

Name Address Passed 
away 

Bennett 
3rd F&T Giles, Alan John No details 20 May 

15 
3rd Tels Smith, Deryk Winston No details 21 Jul 10 
3rd VM Carlyle, Ian Morton No details 1 May 10 
3rd VM 
(DNG) 

Summers, Edward 
James 

No details 1 Aug 16 

3rd (DNG) Brannigan, Arthur 
Thomas 

No details 6 Nov 12 

1st F&T Sproule, Herbert 
Stanley 

No details 29 Mar 
77 

1st (DNG) Kane, Donald Patrick No details 12 Feb 99 
1st (DNG)  Atkins, Allen Michael No details 4 Jul 03 
1st Elec Weetman, Reginald 

Francis 
No details 8 Sep 14 

10th F&T Berry, John William No details 93 
10th Elec/ 
C&J 

De Baat, Hendrikus 
Leendert Johannus 

No details 79 

10th C&J Quayle, Herbert 
Barker 

No details 68? 

10th Arch 
Draughts
man 

Wood, John William No details 91-92? 

19th C&J Guy, Gregory John Franklin, Tas 14 Aug 17 
13th VM Ross, John George No details 4 Oct 17 
7th VM Dillon, John Michael Midland, WA 12 Oct 17 
4th VM Neenan, John Maurice Coogee, NSW 19 Oct 17 
7th VM Corkran, John Charles No details 2017 
10th VM Kalman, David William No details 31 Oct 17 
 

INVICTUS GAMES 
By Peter Thompson, 21st VM, Heritage Officer 
heritage@austarmyapprentice.org 

As most would be aware, the 3rd Invictus Games have 
just been held in Toronto, Canada after successful 
events in 2016 in Orlando, USA, and 2014 in London, 
UK. 

The Games are an international event spearheaded by 
Prince Harry in which injured, wounded and sick 
service personnel and associated veterans take part in 
various sports such as indoor rowing, sitting volley 
ball, wheel chair basketball and other athletically 
challenging events. 

The name Invictus is Latin for undefeated or 
unconquered, and was inspired by the Warrior 
Games, a similar event held in the USA. 

When you view the major injuries, both physical and 
the insidious unseen mental injuries, of those 
veterans, you are in awe as you watch them compete 
in games that are hopefully restoring some of their 
dignity and self-worth. 

One of those starring veterans is Michael Lyddiard, 
son of John and Nancy Lyddiard. Michael’s father John 
was a 19th Intake Apprentice Fitter and Turner. 

Michael joined the Army in 1995 from his home town 
of Ipswich QLD as a Combat Engineer and saw service 
in East Timor in 2006 and 2009. In 2007, SGT Lyddiard 
was deployed from 3rd Combat Engineer Regiment, 
Townsville to Afghanistan in the role of Bomb Disposal 
Technician. He was severely wounded when rendering 
safe an Improvised Explosive Device (IED), sustaining 
major traumas including an amputated right arm 
below the elbow, amputation of his thumb and a 
finger on his left hand, loss of his right eye, and visual 
impairment in his left eye. 

SGT Lyddiard lay gravely wounded for nearly an hour 
with no morphine before the evacuation helicopter 
arrived. With all his injuries, Michael should have died 
but, due to his strong will, superb fitness and well-
trained comrades applying first aid, he survived. 

He spent 24 hours in intensive care at the Tarin Kowt 
Role Two intensive care unit before being transferred 
to the US air base at Bagram and then onto a medical 
evacuation flight to Ramstein Germany. 

A remarkable physical recovery saw him released 
from hospital and flown home to Australia a week 
after the blast. It would be a long road to recovery 
and Michael gives thanks for the support of his family 
and friends in this process. 

Against his wishes, he was medically discharged in 
2014, giving him one of his biggest challenges he 
faced on the road to recovery as he grappled with loss 
of career, comradeship and future prospects. 

Michael competed in this year’s Invictus games at 
Toronto, gaining gold in the men’s IT6 100m, 200m, 
400m final and silver in the IRB2 criterion road cycling. 

But that is just the latest results of his endeavours. 
The list of what he has achieved since that fateful day 
is just incredible. 

To list some of his achievements and not necessarily 
in chronological order: 

• He won the Cairns 140.6 Ironman in the category 
of para-athlete, which includes a 3.8km swim, 
180km bike ride and a 42km run. 

• He graduated from James Cook University with 
Bachelor of Occupational Therapy. 

• He completed the Kokoda Track in 2015. 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
mailto:heritage@austarmyapprentice.org
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• He was the State of Queensland Nominee for 
Australia of the Year 2017. 

• He has swum to Magnetic Island and Rottnest 
Island for practice and in competition. 

Michael is an extraordinary young Australian who is 
an inspiration to others in their fight against the 
ravages of war for people who defend our country 
and way of life. 

 
This photo shows Michael in PNG, 2017: photo 
sourced 
from: http://www.news.com.au/national/wounded-
veteran-describes-his-treatment-by-the-army-as-
worse-than-his-injuries/news-
story/d966120eeabbd1b7485fd9f44db18cae 

The Invictus Games will be held next year in our very 
own city of Sydney and I would think the publicity will 
be much greater than it has been in the past. 
 

SPAASSM 
By Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, Editor, 
moderator@austarmyapprentice.org 

August 2017 competition results 
The Chapel of St. Peter was dedicated at Bonegilla 
shortly after the AAS moved from Balcombe to 
Bonegilla, but exactly when? 

The correct answer is Sunday 27th May 1984 but no 
one sent me the correct answer. 

There is no November 2017 competition. 

 

 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
http://www.news.com.au/national/wounded-veteran-describes-his-treatment-by-the-army-as-worse-than-his-injuries/news-story/d966120eeabbd1b7485fd9f44db18cae
http://www.news.com.au/national/wounded-veteran-describes-his-treatment-by-the-army-as-worse-than-his-injuries/news-story/d966120eeabbd1b7485fd9f44db18cae
http://www.news.com.au/national/wounded-veteran-describes-his-treatment-by-the-army-as-worse-than-his-injuries/news-story/d966120eeabbd1b7485fd9f44db18cae
http://www.news.com.au/national/wounded-veteran-describes-his-treatment-by-the-army-as-worse-than-his-injuries/news-story/d966120eeabbd1b7485fd9f44db18cae
mailto:moderator@austarmyapprentice.org
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Association merchandise 
Contact Richard Pike, 21st VM, Merchandise Officer 
merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org 

The Association has the following items for sale. Order 
form and contact details are on the Association 
Website: http://www.austarmyapprentice.org 

• Polo shirts (AAS badge, M, L, XL) $35.00 +$9.50 P&H 
• Association tie $25.00 +$7.50 P&H 
• Lapel badge $10.00 +$1.00 P&H 
• Car sticker $5.00 +$1.00 P&H 
• Plaque $45.00+$10.00 P&H 
• Baseball cap $12.50 +$7.50 P&H 
• Stubby cooler $10.00 +$1.00 P&H 
• Keyring (Assn badge - 

ask for your no) $20.00 +$1.00 P&H 
• AAS flag $175.00 +$9.50 P&H 
• DVDs: 

60th Anniversary (2008) $10.00 +$7.50 P&H 
Balcombe Commemoration (2013) $15.00 +$7.50 P&H 
SPAASSM Collection $25.00 +$7.50 P&H 

 

AAAA Committee 
At the recent AGM, several changes to the Committee 
occurred, the most notable being the standing down 
of two long-term members: Memorial Sub-committee 
Chair, Frank Poole, 10th Architectural Draughtsman 
and Secretary, Neil Bennett, 13th VM. Frank has not 
yet been replaced and will be sorely missed. Most will 
know that Frank was the inaugural President, 
instrumental in forming the Association as we know it 
today. See page 12 for the award made to Frank Poole 
at the AGM. Neil, the long-time Secretary was 
succeeded by Assistant Secretary, Keith Lowe. 
Also changing over was the Events Manager, with Tim 
Wilde, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter replacing Otto Aberle, 
21st Radio Mech. 
We do have a few vacancies so, if you think it’s about 
time you offered your services, don’t be shy! We are 
particularly keen to gain support from our 
Albury/Wodonga members to assist with 
management and upkeep of the Army Apprentices 
Memorial now that Frank Poole has stepped down. 

Management Sub-committee, comprising: 
Office Bearers: 
President - Harry Hoger, 20th Radio Mech 
Vice President - Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter 
Secretary - Keith Lowe, 22nd F&T 
Treasurer & Merchandise Officer - Richard Pike, 21st VM 

And: 
Membership Secretary - Craig Malcolm, 31st ET 
Public Officer - Ray Wilson, 15th Plumber 
Welfare Officer & Memorial Sub-committee Member - 

Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician 
Events Manager - Tim Wilde, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter 
Memorial Sub-committee Chair - Vacant 

Other Committee Members: 
Heritage Officer & Memorial Sub-committee Secretary - 

Peter Thompson, 21st VM 
Webmaster - Ian Morris, 12th Radio Mech - Life Member 
Member - Bob Clark, 22nd VM 
Member, Social Media Admin - Joanne Cornelius, 43rd VM 
Member - Phillip Gibbs, 24th VM 
Member, Newsletter Editor & Forum Moderator - 

Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech - Life Member 
Member, Assistant Secretary - Vacant 
Member - Barry Minster, OAM, 20th Radio Mech 

Appointees: 
Honorary Trustee & Memorial Sub-committee Member - 

Jim Hislop, 9th F&T 
Chaplain & Memorial Sub-committee Member - 

Rev Alan Kelb, OAM, 25th F&T 
Auditor - Michael Farrar, 17th VM 
Legal Adviser - Vacant 

Regional Representatives: 
NT - Kevin Forster, 28th VM 
NQld - David Young, 30th Fitter Maint 
SQld - Brian Daley, 14th VM - Life Member & Memorial 

Sub-committee Member 
NSW - Richard Pike, 21st VM & Treasurer & Merchandise 
Officer 
ACT - Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech - Life Member, Member, 

Newsletter Editor & Forum Moderator 
N Vic - Vacant 
Central Vic - Mark Ryan, 33rd Motor Mech 
Southern Vic - Matt Bouma, 30th C&J 
SE Vic - Neil Bennett, 13th VM 
Vic Metro - Lucas McGann, 35th Elec Fitter 
SA - David Miller, 22nd Elec Fitter 
Tas - Gary Byard, RFD, 21st VM 
WA - Bob Coventry, 22nd Radio Mech 

 

Where are they now - 14.5th Musicians? 
Thanks to Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician, Welfare Officer welfare@austarmyapprentice.org 

“A well-dressed body of men ready to join the ranks of those who went before them!” In their defence, this photo 
(over the page) was taken only days after they joined. Good effort no 4! No 6, you’ll grow into yours. (Ed) 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
mailto:merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org
http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
mailto:welfare@austarmyapprentice.org
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Front row (L-R): Terry Harrison, George Dobrovitz, Victor Tansey (DNG), Kevin Noon, Rod Hingston, Lindsay Radcliffe 
2nd row (L-R): Aubrey 'Mo' Murakami, Anthony Conway (DNG) 
Doorway (L-R): George Delacey, Garnet 'Buck' Rogers, Roeland Toll; Absent: Norman Dyer 
 

Frank Poole award 

 
(L-R) Harry Hoger, President; Kevin Noon, Welfare Officer; 
and Otto Aberle, previous Events Manager on the phone 
to Frank. Frank said that was totally blown away and 
appreciated the award very much. 
Frank’s photo is on page 5 with Greg Mulcahy. 

On 14th Oct 2017, at the Australian Army Apprentices 
Association AGM in Melbourne, as Frank Poole stepped 
down from his Committee roles as Memorial Sub-
committee Chair and ACT Regional Rep, he was 
awarded with a framed record of his life from 10th 
Intake Army Apprentice to the Australian Army 
Apprentices Association. Frank was the founding 
President of the AAAA and it was through his drive and 
dedication that the Association was formed and grew 
under his stewardship. He was also the main driving 
force behind the creation of the Army Apprentices 
Memorial in Bandiana. The presentation includes a 
photograph of him at Balcombe, an AAAA plaque, an 
AAS pocket badge, a photograph of the Memorial, two 
short passages detailing his involvement in the 
Association and the Memorial, and two plates 
identifying the purpose of the presentation. As Frank 
was unable to be at the AGM, the award was presented 
to him “over the phone”.  

 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/

	AUSTRALIAN ARMY APPRENTICES ASSOCIATION INCORPORATED (ACT Incorporation No A04404)PO BOX 4091, KOGARAH BAY, NSW 2217, http://www.austarmyapprentice.orgPatron: Brigadier Andrew Freeman
	From the President
	By Harry Hoger, 20th Radio Mech, President AAAA president@austarmyapprentice.org

	Website changes
	ASEME adopts AAS badge
	Thanks to Robert Turnbull, 44th VM, Corps RSM, RAEME

	Robert reports: “The emblem re-establishes the Army School of Electrical and Mechanical Engineering’s (ASEME's) historical links with the Army Apprentices School (AAS) by using most of the design features with a new title and standardised crown.
	The recent AGM witnessed a change in our Patron. Thank you to MAJGEN Andrew Mathewson, AM for his support and contribution over the past three years, which has given us a distinction in our pursuit to be professional, authentic and relevant. We welcome BRIG Andrew Freeman, 40th Electrical Fitter, Head of Corps RAEME to take the baton of Patron for the next three years.
	When AAS was rolled into the Army Logistic Training Centre (ALTC) in 1995, it became ASEME. ALTC adopted the AAS emblem as its unit emblem in the same year. ALTC has recently changed its emblem to better represent its current functions and structure, freeing up the use of the design components of the old AAS emblem for ASEME's use.
	Together with our VP Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter, we are moving in the right direction, encouraging more recent intakes to get involved.
	A change in Secretary also took place; a big thank you to Neil Bennett, 13th VM for his stewardship over many years, and welcome to Keith Lowe 22nd to this position. The Events Manager position also changed via election to Tim Wilde, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter. (page 3)
	The AAS emblem will only be used on documentation and worn on the unit shoulder patch of ASEME staff and On-the-Job Trainees, once they leave the Albury-Wodonga Military Area to commence training in brigade locations (so that they can be identified as ASEME OJT). The emblem will not be worn as a badge on any forms of dress.
	Apologies to those who couldn’t find the Honour Board on our Website. It is still on the About page and also under “Heritage”. We introduced the new “Heritage” menu to improve access to heritage items, such as the Honour Board. We welcome any feedback.
	Signs are also being constructed, featuring the AAS badge, to be placed at the front gates of both Latchford Barracks, Bonegilla and North Bandiana.” (page 2).
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	(ASEME adopts AAS badge - from page 1).
	/
	Patron - Brigadier Andrew Freeman
	We are pleased to report that our new Patron is BRIG Andrew Freeman. In thanking the outgoing Patron, MAJGEN Andrew Mathewson, AM, President Harry Hoger wrote, “The full committee without any hesitation wish to express their thanks and best wishes for your future. In the new year, at our first committee meeting, we will formally thank you. I thank you for your support which has helped us progress as a cohesive and confident group of Army Apprentices with a desire to network and put in place our legacy, so this Nation will remember our service which has contributed to the Australian way of life.”
	/
	Operationally, BRIG Freeman has deployed to Kuwait in 1999 with the 101st Airborne Division, East Timor in 2001/2 as a Commander of an Aviation Workshop Detachment, to Iraq in 2007/8 with the British Army as the Staff Officer Grade One Plans on their Div HQ (Basra), and to Afghanistan in 2014 for 12 months as the CJ4 Director at NATO Special Operations Component Command - Afghanistan. BRIG Freeman was awarded a Commendation for Distinguished Service in the 2016 Australia Day Honours and Awards for his contribution to the NATO’s Special Operations Command in Afghanistan.
	MAJGEN Mathewson replied, “Thanks Harry. It has been a great honour. Andrew will be an outstanding representative.”
	BRIG Freeman was born on the 5th December 1967 in Rockhampton, Queensland. He attended Yeppoon State High School before enlisting in the Australian Army on the 7th January 1985 as a 40th Intake Electrical Fitter Apprentice. On completion of his apprenticeship, he attended RMC Duntroon in 1990. On graduating to RAEME in 1991, he attended Long Term School in the UK studying Aircraft Engineering.
	Academically, he is an Aircraft Engineer having studied at the School of Aeronautical Engineering - UK (1992), has a Bachelor of Social Science Degree from Southern Cross University (1998), has attended the Australian Command and Staff College (2003) and the Centre for Defence Studies (2015) achieving Masters Degrees in Defence Studies from the University of Canberra, and in Strategic Studies from Deakin University.
	He has gained extensive command, operations, personnel management, logistics, Army Aviation and staff work experience, having been appointed as Deputy Assistant Adjutant Quartermaster (DQ) HQ 3 Bde, Staff Officer Grade One Logistics HQ 16 Avn Bde, CO of the 3rd Combat Service Support Battalion, MA to Commander 1 Div, Director of Logistics - Army (Army G4), DG Land (Army G3), and assumed command of 17 Combat Service Support Brigade in October 2017.
	Andrew is married to Jane, who is a very supportive and understanding wife, and they have four children; identical twin girls Stephanie and Jenna (21) and two boys Ben (19) and Sam (15). BRIG Freeman’s interests include maintaining a high level of fitness, fishing, golf and socialising.
	(From the President - from page 1).
	We thank those outgoing members for their contribution to this association, and wish them well for the future. I look forward to working with this new Committee.
	There are a few others on the list who were RAEME that I know. I also saw one name on the list who was an Infanteer, a Vietnam Vet and who I know quite well and who lives about 70 kilometres away at Nelson, so I rang him and asked how he was involved and he said as part of the administration and while he was posted to Keswick Barracks back in that era.
	The Association is pleased to announce that Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech has been awarded Life Membership. Jeff is a foundation member of the Association and has worked tirelessly with the Website Forum, the Newsletter, the Constitution, and assisting with organisation of all the Reunions since 2006.
	I also know Graeme Newgreen who is on the list very well, he was a seventh intake radio mechanic and he has some very interesting tales to tell about his time there, particularly one saying they went through the crater of one of the bombs roughly an hour after it was detonated wearing only boots and shorts. Graeme was still alive and kicking a little while back but was attending the Heidelberg Repatriation Hospital every month for treatment for leukaemia related to his exposure to radiation.
	/
	Also related to the trials there are another two publications published by Veterans Affairs and they are Australian Participants in British Nuclear Tests in Australia : Dosimetry 2006 vol 1, and Mortality and Cancer Incidence 2006 vol 2, ISBN 1 920720 39 1.
	Both make interesting reading for those interested, the Nominal roll lists 16,716 members of the ADF and civilians who were involved including those in the Monte Bello tests which is also interesting. Maybe a few others may send in more details with a few interesting stories that will be of interest to others.
	Harry Hoger, President (L) presenting Jeff with his Life Member’s Award
	Regards Ken Osborne 29 Aug 2017
	Letter to the President - Maralinga
	Membership matters
	By Craig Malcolm, 31st ET, Membership Secretary, membership@austarmyapprentice.org
	Current membership status:


	Dear Harry, The letter from Roy Vincent in the last issue of “Apprentice About” re the British Atomic Trials at Maralinga with the question as to how many Apprentices may have been involved in them prompted me to do a little investigation.
	Financial members (as at 7th Nov 2017):
	As Apprentices were allocated their regimental numbers from specific blocks of numbers in each state and knowing what they are it is reasonably easy to find any who served in that area from the “Parliamentary Nominal Roll of Australia Participants in British Nuclear Tests” ISBN 0642487391.
	294
	 Ordinary Members
	352
	 Retired Members
	4
	 Life Members
	9
	 Associates
	659
	 Total
	I located 35 names in that roll that have service numbers related to apprentices one of them being myself Kenneth Lawrence Osborne 48543, however how I came to be on the list I still am not sure as to why. I served in Woomera for six years as a radar mechanic and possibly because some of the trials there also related to those conducted at Maralinga may be the reason I am on the roll.
	This is an increase of 78 from this time last year. The 5-year membership option has proved quite popular with 63% of new membership and renewals taking this option. We have email addresses for 627 of our members. It is important that the Association has up to date email addresses as this significantly reduces the mail out costs to the Association as most correspondence is suitable for delivery by email. This chart shows the numbers of Members by Intake. There are still a few intakes not pulling their weight.
	/
	And we are still on track to perhaps reach Member No 1000 sometime in 2018. As an incentive to those who haven’t yet joined, we are offering a prize to the person who is registered as Member No 1000. Watch this space.
	/
	Greg Haggett at left with the four other Apprentices.
	/
	Event reports
	SME Long Tan Day - Date 18th Aug 17
	By Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter (P&G) vice_president@austarmyapprentice.org.au
	Canberra Region Lunch 27th Sep 2017

	ACT Region Rep, Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech moderator@austarmyapprentice.org.au
	Apprentice round-up, Pinjarra, Sat 7th October 17

	By Bob Coventry (22nd Radio Mech), WA Region Rep

	I represented the Association at the Annual ‘Long Tan Day’ commemoration, which was held at the new SME Chapel within Holsworthy Barracks, on a particularly windy day where one member of the Catafalque party lost his slouch hat. The Chapel was full to capacity with past and current serving members in attendance, while the Catafalque party included Sappers from SME completing their IET course. A wreath dedicated to the three Apprentices killed on active service was laid on behalf of the Apprentices Association.
	The highlight of the service was the attendance of the Holsworthy Public School choir who were outstanding in singing several traditional hymns and a fine rendition of the National Anthem.
	Another excellent lunch was enjoyed at the Golden King Restaurant in Phillip. Twenty-one attended (19 Appies; one partner, Jan Heron; and Harry Cole’s guest, Finn Macussen, ex-Danish Navy). Our three reliable Sydney travellers again visited (Harry and Finn, and Kerry Tunbridge), and Geoff Hawker (2nd), Herb Taylor (3rd), Bernie Sullivan (7th) kept up their attendance average. Frank Poole and Greg Mulcahy were also able to attend, which was very pleasing. Additionally, Frank took the opportunity to present a Certificate of Appreciation to Greg in thanks for his tremendous support to the Association over the years, including dedicated work assisting with the Memorial.
	/
	Following the service, all guests were directed to the Engineer Museum where a lunch buffet and bar was provided. I was fortunate enough to be introduced to four other Apprentices and provided them with an update of the upcoming events the Association has planned.
	The initial mail-out was to the 62 AAAA Members I had email contacts for, but through Intake, trade and “the mates grapevine”, the current database stands at 99, with several being added even on the day. It’s amazing how that amber fluid restores memories. So many conversations like:
	“What happened to what’s his name?”
	“Where’s Bill living now?”
	“I saw an ex-Appie sticker on a car last week and followed it till it stopped. The driver was an 8th VM.”
	Highlights included:
	• The earliest Intake was represented by Baden Jeffery AM, 7th VM, thru to Peter Moore, 37th VM. In between, just 6 Intakes were not represented, all bar one being ODD – GO EVENS.
	/
	Otto Aberle gave a brief update on the planning for next year’s Anzac Day Reunion in Canberra (see page 5). As usual, the restaurant excelled, presenting the opportunity for doggie bags to be taken home. The next, Xmas luncheon has been booked for Wednesday 6th December at the Ainslie Footy Club.
	• Gary Kalem, 26th Radio Mech was the longest still-serving Appie present. Well done Gary!
	• The most represented Intake was the 22nd (again!) with nine. Should have been 10, as Dave Miller, 22nd EF, the SA Rep came over, but was struck down with a case of Bali-belly and couldn’t get off the Porcelain Bus.
	• Denis Pegg, 13th F&T came from Tassie, to be with brother Ray, 15th F&T - guess who bought the beers?
	Although the weather Gods were unkind to us, the wet day didn’t dampen the spirits or attendance at what was the first of our revived Reunions here in WA. A FANTASTIC total of 54 Apprentices with 25 wives/partners came along to the Pinjarra RSL for a great day of meeting, greeting, talking and, of course, drinking. The Ladies Auxiliary of the RSL put on a simple but filling lunch - hot roast beef & gravy in a bun. Just what you need on a cold, wet day.
	• Most enduring trip went to Andy Sears, 30th F&T, who drove his restored Series 1, Field Workshop Landie, up from Albany. He left at 5am and had to wear ear-muffs all the way.
	• The obligatory RSL “Chook-Wheel” raffle raised sufficient funds to purchase the AAS Flag from our Merchandise store. This was promptly run up the pole and will be a feature of all future gatherings.
	/
	/
	I was asked last Nov to be the WA rep and, earlier this year, sent out a simple survey to the WA-based AAAA Members, asking if there was support for an annual get-together, as well as the occasional caravanning/ camping trip. The result was an overwhelming YES and preparations were kick-started for the first weekend after the AFL grand-final. Even back then, we were confident that at least one WA team would make it - O ye of little faith!
	Everyone had a great day and the consensus was that we need to do it again – which we will!
	/
	Reunion & Anzac Day March 24th-27th April 2018 - Update
	Contact Tim Wilde, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter, Events Manager events@austarmyapprentice.org.au

	Other Upcoming events
	30 Terminal Sqn Reunion, Mosman
	NSW Regional get-together, 25th November
	Contact Richard Pike, NSW Regional Rep and Treasurer treasurer@austarmyapprentice.org
	75th Anniversary of RAEME Events
	Commemorative 75th Anniversary Lapel Pin
	23rd Intake 50th Reunion, 20th-24th Jan 2018

	Contact Gary Sargent, gandlsargent@bigpond.com
	10th Intake Reunion Dinner, 24th April 2018

	Contact Frank Poole - 10th Architectural Draughtsman 0416 193387, memorial@austarmyapprentice.org
	HOLDFAST 2018 All Engineer Reunion
	19th Intake Get Together, late-July 2018

	Contact Ian Hartshorn - 19th Radio Mech 0422 670080, ian@testandtagsupplies.com.au

	17th-19th Nov 17, the 75th anniversary of the Army Terminal Operator (Termites) Trade. (Ed: And here is a link to the Association Website Forum http://austarmyapprentice.org/forum_phpBB3/viewtopic.php?t=559 where Craig (Chook) Ingram, Termite 1987-1999, wrote about the 70th Anniversary in Sydney in 2012. He noted that “Three Dock Operation Companies (now Terminal Sqns) were established in April 1942 to carry out stevedoring duties in operation port areas and continue to this day.”)
	Till next time. Take Care, Look after yourselves - and your mates.
	The Reunion to commemorate the 70th Anniversary of the formation of the Army Apprentices School will be held in Canberra over the period Tue 24th-Fri 27th April 2018. The two major highlights of the Reunion are: Anzac Day March in Canberra - our Association has been invited to be the lead contingent; and Last Post Ceremony at the Australian War Memorial (AWM) on 26th April 2018 where an Army Apprentice will be honoured. All Army Apprentices are invited to march. The program, registration details, costs and accommodation suggestions are on the Website. If you receive a hard copy of this Newsletter, you should have received the information by mail. Note: If you haven’t checked the Website since the AGM in October, it is strongly recommended that you do so, as some of the details have changed. The Meet and Greet and Reunion Dinner are now to be held at the National Convention Centre, 31 Constitution Ave, Canberra ACT 2601.
	NSW Appies are having one more get-together this year in Sydney, held at the Kirribilli Club, 11 Harbour View Cres, Lavender Bay, 2060, starting at 12.00. Cost will be $10 per head for the finger food and drinks are available at members’ prices. Please pass the word around and let others know. Partners most welcome.
	The RAEME Head of Corps cell has promulgated the following list of events for the 75th Anniversary of RAEME. Further details will be released as they are available:
	//
	 QLD - 12th Nov 17, RAQ All Ranks Lunch at Fix Restaurant, Brisbane, POC RAEME Assoc QLD
	 QLD - 24th Nov 17, RAMS Formal Dinner, POC WO1 T Chudziak, torsten.chudziak@defence.gov.au
	 TAS - 26th Nov 17, Dinner, Anglesea Bks Officers Mess, POC Russell Clark, rclark44@bigpond.com
	 NSW - 30th Nov 17, Mixed Ranks Dining In night, Holsworthy Bks, RSVP and cost TBA
	Reunion sub-committee members:Chair - Tim Wilde, Event ManagerTreasurer - Richard Pike, Treasurer and Merchandise OfficerMembership - Craig Malcolm, Membership SecretaryGraphics designer & registrations - Jeff Heron, ACT Regional Rep, Newsletter EditorParade Marshall - Kevin Noon, Welfare OfficerRaffles - Brian Daley, S Qld Regional RepMember - Harry Hoger, President.
	/
	 ACT - 1st Dec 17, 75th Anniversary Parade, Plaque Unveiling and Dinner, Australian War Memorial, (AWM) Canberra. The Parade, which is open to all, will be followed by a Formal Dinner in Anzac Hall. In keeping with the theme of the 75th Anniversary - Reflecting on the Past to Maintain the Future - the Parade comprises new trade trainees and officers from the Army School of Electrical and Mechanical Engineering, the Rotary Wing Aircraft Maintenance School, and the RAAF School of Technical Training. The parade appointments represent the past, while the Parade body represents our future, and the promise of technology to come.
	 The all-ranks dinner will be under the wings of ‘G for George’, consisting of a 3-course dinner and 4-hour drinks package. Tickets are $100, and attendees can put together tables with their friends. To book a seat, click below or google “Try Booking” and search “RAEME”. Don’t accidentally book for the RAMS All Ranks Dinner at Oakey.
	 https://www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=313074&, or contact MAJ Steve Howells, 07 3332 3151, email: stephen.howells@defence.gov.au.
	/
	 Note that due to restricted numbers, the Dinner is not open to partners/guests.
	The 23rd Intake 50th Reunion will be held from the 20th-24th January 2018 in the Avenel/Nagambie area.
	I have identified accommodation options and have a list of known email addresses from our Intake. Contact me if you need more details. We recommend that you look at suitable accommodation and book early. Look at the options of sharing accommodation, as many houses/cabins have multiple bedrooms that accommodate couples.
	If you’re attending and towing a caravan, camper trailer or in a motorhome, email Kim Armani at benmore2@bigpond.com to see if you can be accommodated at Rusty Springs. Let him know your rig setup; ie: solar, ensuite, size, etc.
	/
	 VIC - 1st Dec 17, Dinner at the Clayton RSL, POC Alan Rogers, secretary@vic.raeme.org.au
	 QLD - 1st Dec 17, 7 Bde RAEME Birthday, POC MAJ J Fleming, julian.fleming@defence.gov.au
	We will be working on locking in the Reunion program getting it out to all. Under 12 months to go.
	 NT - 1st Dec 17, 1 Avn RAEME Birthday, Robertson Bks, POC LT E Kelderman, elizabeth.kelderman@defence.gov.au
	 SA - 1st Dec 17, 16 ALR RAEME Birthday, Woodside Bks, POC LT T Davies, tayla.davies@defence.gov.au
	Venue to be advised.
	 WA - 1st Dec 17, Perth RAEME Birthday with “Harry the Horse”, POC Michael Nolan, michael.nolan@defence.gov.au
	Date: 4th-7th May 2018 Venue: Bundaberg, Qld.
	The Head of Corps Cell has put together a commemorative 75th Anniversary enamel coloured pin on a backing card with the Corps paintings, Corps badges and photographs of tradesmen at work. The pin will be distributed through the Regional RAEME Reps and direct to selected outlying areas. Every RAEME soldier and officer, ARA and ARes, will receive a pin for free. Coloured pins and a gold lapel pin with an antique finish, but no backing card, will be available for purchase. The price will be $5 a pin plus postage if required. Details on ordering will be distributed soon.
	Ian needs to contact 19th Intake wheelers and dealers to plan a get together at the end of July 2018, planned as not to interfere with the Canberra Anzac Day. He has a list of the C Coy boys but nothing on the rest.
	Can anyone help? Please contact Ian as above. (Ed)
	Vale notices
	Mick Mace, RIP
	Thanks to Jack Gamble, 4th Intake Carpenter & Joiner
	Vale notices summary

	From Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician, Welfare Officer welfare@austarmyapprentice.org

	Last November’s The Apprentice About newsletter included a Vale notice about VX 57174, later 31532 Raymond Charles (Mick) Mace, MM BEM. Since then we have been informed by Jack Gamble of a much more thorough story on Mick’s life and 35-year military career in the RAE Corps Magazine, SAPPER SUMMIT, Number 95 December 2016. The link is here https://www.raevictoria.asn.au/resources/Sapper%20Summit%2095%20e%20copy.pdf
	The Association’s objectives include promotion of the welfare of members and spouses. The Welfare Officer’s role in support of this includes advising of any passing of Apprentices so that the Association and its members may be aware and the information can be recorded. Readers are asked to advise the Welfare Officer of any deaths of Apprentices of which they become aware.
	Vale notices are posted on the Association Website (http://austarmyapprentice.org/vale/) and other social media sites. 
	Kevin has advised of the following Apprentices who have passed away as at 28th Oct 2017 (note: older dates have only recently come to our notice).
	30 Jan 09
	No details
	Maurer, Douglas Ross
	3rd (DNG)
	27 Aug 80
	No details
	Grace, Norman Lloyd
	3rd C&J
	24 Sep 59
	No details
	Mays, Robert Donald
	3rd C&J
	7 Jan 15
	No details
	Menzies, Allan Edward
	3rd C&J
	15 Jan 11
	No details
	Twining, Ronald Frederick
	3rd C&J
	25 Jun 15
	No details
	Graham, Kenneth Thomas
	3rd Elec
	13 May 16
	No details
	Olin, George William
	3rd Elec (DNG)
	16 Feb 16
	No details
	Plevey, Kenneth Bennett
	3rd Elec
	One of those starring veterans is Michael Lyddiard, son of John and Nancy Lyddiard. Michael’s father John was a 19th Intake Apprentice Fitter and Turner.
	20 May 15
	No details
	Giles, Alan John
	3rd F&T
	Michael joined the Army in 1995 from his home town of Ipswich QLD as a Combat Engineer and saw service in East Timor in 2006 and 2009. In 2007, SGT Lyddiard was deployed from 3rd Combat Engineer Regiment, Townsville to Afghanistan in the role of Bomb Disposal Technician. He was severely wounded when rendering safe an Improvised Explosive Device (IED), sustaining major traumas including an amputated right arm below the elbow, amputation of his thumb and a finger on his left hand, loss of his right eye, and visual impairment in his left eye.
	21 Jul 10
	No details
	Smith, Deryk Winston
	3rd Tels
	1 May 10
	No details
	Carlyle, Ian Morton
	3rd VM
	1 Aug 16
	No details
	Summers, Edward James
	3rd VM (DNG)
	6 Nov 12
	No details
	Brannigan, Arthur Thomas
	3rd (DNG)
	29 Mar 77
	No details
	Sproule, Herbert Stanley
	1st F&T
	12 Feb 99
	No details
	Kane, Donald Patrick
	1st (DNG)
	4 Jul 03
	No details
	Atkins, Allen Michael
	1st (DNG) 
	8 Sep 14
	No details
	Weetman, Reginald Francis
	1st Elec
	93
	No details
	Berry, John William
	10th F&T
	SGT Lyddiard lay gravely wounded for nearly an hour with no morphine before the evacuation helicopter arrived. With all his injuries, Michael should have died but, due to his strong will, superb fitness and well-trained comrades applying first aid, he survived.
	79
	No details
	De Baat, Hendrikus Leendert Johannus
	10th Elec/ C&J
	68?
	No details
	Quayle, Herbert Barker
	10th C&J
	91-92?
	No details
	Wood, John William
	10th Arch Draughtsman
	He spent 24 hours in intensive care at the Tarin Kowt Role Two intensive care unit before being transferred to the US air base at Bagram and then onto a medical evacuation flight to Ramstein Germany.
	14 Aug 17
	Franklin, Tas
	Guy, Gregory John
	19th C&J
	4 Oct 17
	No details
	Ross, John George
	13th VM
	12 Oct 17
	Midland, WA
	Dillon, John Michael
	7th VM
	19 Oct 17
	Coogee, NSW
	Neenan, John Maurice
	4th VM
	2017
	No details
	Corkran, John Charles
	7th VM
	A remarkable physical recovery saw him released from hospital and flown home to Australia a week after the blast. It would be a long road to recovery and Michael gives thanks for the support of his family and friends in this process.
	31 Oct 17
	No details
	Kalman, David William
	10th VM
	INVICTUS GAMES
	By Peter Thompson, 21st VM, Heritage Officer heritage@austarmyapprentice.org

	Against his wishes, he was medically discharged in 2014, giving him one of his biggest challenges he faced on the road to recovery as he grappled with loss of career, comradeship and future prospects.
	As most would be aware, the 3rd Invictus Games have just been held in Toronto, Canada after successful events in 2016 in Orlando, USA, and 2014 in London, UK.
	Michael competed in this year’s Invictus games at Toronto, gaining gold in the men’s IT6 100m, 200m, 400m final and silver in the IRB2 criterion road cycling.
	The Games are an international event spearheaded by Prince Harry in which injured, wounded and sick service personnel and associated veterans take part in various sports such as indoor rowing, sitting volley ball, wheel chair basketball and other athletically challenging events.
	But that is just the latest results of his endeavours. The list of what he has achieved since that fateful day is just incredible.
	To list some of his achievements and not necessarily in chronological order:
	The name Invictus is Latin for undefeated or unconquered, and was inspired by the Warrior Games, a similar event held in the USA.
	 He won the Cairns 140.6 Ironman in the category of para-athlete, which includes a 3.8km swim, 180km bike ride and a 42km run.
	When you view the major injuries, both physical and the insidious unseen mental injuries, of those veterans, you are in awe as you watch them compete in games that are hopefully restoring some of their dignity and self-worth.
	 He graduated from James Cook University with Bachelor of Occupational Therapy.
	 He completed the Kokoda Track in 2015.
	/
	 He was the State of Queensland Nominee for Australia of the Year 2017.
	 He has swum to Magnetic Island and Rottnest Island for practice and in competition.
	Michael is an extraordinary young Australian who is an inspiration to others in their fight against the ravages of war for people who defend our country and way of life.
	/
	This photo shows Michael in PNG, 2017: photo sourced from: http://www.news.com.au/national/wounded-veteran-describes-his-treatment-by-the-army-as-worse-than-his-injuries/news-story/d966120eeabbd1b7485fd9f44db18cae
	/
	The Invictus Games will be held next year in our very own city of Sydney and I would think the publicity will be much greater than it has been in the past.
	SPAASSM
	By Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, Editor, moderator@austarmyapprentice.org
	August 2017 competition results


	The Chapel of St. Peter was dedicated at Bonegilla shortly after the AAS moved from Balcombe to Bonegilla, but exactly when?
	The correct answer is Sunday 27th May 1984 but no one sent me the correct answer.
	There is no November 2017 competition.
	Association merchandise
	Contact Richard Pike, 21st VM, Merchandise Officer merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org

	President - Harry Hoger, 20th Radio Mech
	The Association has the following items for sale. Order form and contact details are on the Association Website: http://www.austarmyapprentice.org
	Vice President - Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter
	Secretary - Keith Lowe, 22nd F&T
	Treasurer & Merchandise Officer - Richard Pike, 21st VM
	 Polo shirts (AAS badge, M, L, XL) $35.00 +$9.50 P&H
	Membership Secretary - Craig Malcolm, 31st ET
	 Association tie $25.00 +$7.50 P&H
	Public Officer - Ray Wilson, 15th Plumber
	 Lapel badge $10.00 +$1.00 P&H
	Welfare Officer & Memorial Sub-committee Member -Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician
	 Car sticker $5.00 +$1.00 P&H
	Events Manager - Tim Wilde, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter
	 Plaque $45.00 +$10.00 P&H
	Memorial Sub-committee Chair - Vacant
	Baseball cap $12.50 +$7.50 P&H
	 Stubby cooler $10.00 +$1.00 P&H
	Heritage Officer & Memorial Sub-committee Secretary - Peter Thompson, 21st VM
	 Keyring (Assn badge -ask for your no) $20.00 +$1.00 P&H
	Webmaster - Ian Morris, 12th Radio Mech - Life Member
	 AAS flag $175.00 +$9.50 P&H
	Member - Bob Clark, 22nd VM
	Member, Social Media Admin - Joanne Cornelius, 43rd VM
	 DVDs:60th Anniversary (2008) $10.00 +$7.50 P&HBalcombe Commemoration (2013) $15.00 +$7.50 P&HSPAASSM Collection $25.00 +$7.50 P&H
	Member - Phillip Gibbs, 24th VM
	Member, Newsletter Editor & Forum Moderator -Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech - Life Member
	Member, Assistant Secretary - Vacant
	Member - Barry Minster, OAM, 20th Radio Mech
	AAAA Committee
	Management Sub-committee, comprising:
	Office Bearers:
	And:

	Other Committee Members:
	Appointees:
	Regional Representatives:

	Honorary Trustee & Memorial Sub-committee Member -Jim Hislop, 9th F&T
	At the recent AGM, several changes to the Committee occurred, the most notable being the standing down of two long-term members: Memorial Sub-committee Chair, Frank Poole, 10th Architectural Draughtsman and Secretary, Neil Bennett, 13th VM. Frank has not yet been replaced and will be sorely missed. Most will know that Frank was the inaugural President, instrumental in forming the Association as we know it today. See page 12 for the award made to Frank Poole at the AGM. Neil, the long-time Secretary was succeeded by Assistant Secretary, Keith Lowe.
	Chaplain & Memorial Sub-committee Member -Rev Alan Kelb, OAM, 25th F&T
	Auditor - Michael Farrar, 17th VM
	Legal Adviser - Vacant
	NT - Kevin Forster, 28th VM
	NQld - David Young, 30th Fitter Maint
	SQld - Brian Daley, 14th VM - Life Member & Memorial Sub-committee Member
	NSW - Richard Pike, 21st VM & Treasurer & Merchandise Officer
	ACT - Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech - Life Member, Member, Newsletter Editor & Forum Moderator
	Also changing over was the Events Manager, with Tim Wilde, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter replacing Otto Aberle, 21st Radio Mech.
	N Vic - Vacant
	Central Vic - Mark Ryan, 33rd Motor Mech
	We do have a few vacancies so, if you think it’s about time you offered your services, don’t be shy! We are particularly keen to gain support from our Albury/Wodonga members to assist with management and upkeep of the Army Apprentices Memorial now that Frank Poole has stepped down.
	Southern Vic - Matt Bouma, 30th C&J
	SE Vic - Neil Bennett, 13th VM
	Vic Metro - Lucas McGann, 35th Elec Fitter
	SA - David Miller, 22nd Elec Fitter
	Tas - Gary Byard, RFD, 21st VM
	WA - Bob Coventry, 22nd Radio Mech
	Where are they now - 14.5th Musicians?
	Thanks to Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician, Welfare Officer welfare@austarmyapprentice.org

	“A well-dressed body of men ready to join the ranks of those who went before them!” In their defence, this photo (over the page) was taken only days after they joined. Good effort no 4! No 6, you’ll grow into yours. (Ed)
	/
	Front row (L-R): Terry Harrison, George Dobrovitz, Victor Tansey (DNG), Kevin Noon, Rod Hingston, Lindsay Radcliffe2nd row (L-R): Aubrey 'Mo' Murakami, Anthony Conway (DNG)Doorway (L-R): George Delacey, Garnet 'Buck' Rogers, Roeland Toll; Absent: Norman Dyer
	Frank Poole award
	On 14th Oct 2017, at the Australian Army Apprentices Association AGM in Melbourne, as Frank Poole stepped down from his Committee roles as Memorial Sub-committee Chair and ACT Regional Rep, he was awarded with a framed record of his life from 10th Intake Army Apprentice to the Australian Army Apprentices Association. Frank was the founding President of the AAAA and it was through his drive and dedication that the Association was formed and grew under his stewardship. He was also the main driving force behind the creation of the Army Apprentices Memorial in Bandiana. The presentation includes a photograph of him at Balcombe, an AAAA plaque, an AAS pocket badge, a photograph of the Memorial, two short passages detailing his involvement in the Association and the Memorial, and two plates identifying the purpose of the presentation. As Frank was unable to be at the AGM, the award was presented to him “over the phone”. 
	(L-R) Harry Hoger, President; Kevin Noon, Welfare Officer; and Otto Aberle, previous Events Manager on the phone to Frank. Frank said that was totally blown away and appreciated the award very much.
	Frank’s photo is on page 5 with Greg Mulcahy.

