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New mailing address
Please note that the Associa.on’s mailing address has been changed to the one above.

From the President
By Keith Lowe 22nd Fitter & Turner, president@austarmyapprentice.org

Another repor.ng year has rolled by with the Associa.on’s AGM held in Canberra on Saturday 19 October
2019 with some CommiDee changes and an overdue decision being taken to recognise that there was a
50th Intake of Appren.ces. Thanks to our Patron Brigadier Andrew Freeman and the 20 or so aDendees
including some from the younger intakes.
I feel sure many, if not all readers would have had an opportunity to see the post-mee.ng joint
announcement from our Patron and myself conﬁrming that members of the 50th Intake will enjoy the
same Associa.on rights and privileges as all other intakes/classes from Bonegilla and Balcombe. It is
appropriate I thank Wayne Davis, 50th Elec FiDer for ini.ally raising the topic with us and for his
subsequent eﬀorts providing the irrefutable evidence conﬁrming an intake of Appren.ces was recruited
during 1994 for enlistment on 16 January, 1995. We look forward to seeing members of the 50th Intake/
Class within our ranks in the near future.
As with all our AGMs, this one also had a number of
CommiDee posi.ons up for elec.on. At this stage I wish to
thank and acknowledge re.ring members: Social Media
Administrator Joanne Cornelius for her four years of service,
and President Harry Hoger who served on the CommiDee
from October 2013, as President from May 2015 for his
contribu.on. Patron Brigadier Andrew Freeman, during his
address towards the end of the mee.ng, presented Harry
with a Cer.ﬁcate of Apprecia.on from the Associa.on.
Thanks to Bob Clarke for accep.ng renomina.on to
CommiDee for another term as did Peter Thompson in the
posi.on of Heritage Oﬃcer.
Many thanks to Assistant Secretary Greg Wadley for stepping up to the Secretary’s posi.on following my
move to President. We welcome new CommiDee Member George Stockwell, 19th Radio Mech. The
posi.ons of Events Manger and Webmaster, both vacant for some .me, have now become redundant and
consequently have been removed from the list of CommiDee posi.ons.
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From the President (contd)
2020 Reunion
Your Oﬃce-bearers have arrangements advancing well. Following the receipt of the expressions of interest
(EOI) in June last the venue, Maroochydore RSL Club has been booked.
In the very near future we will be contac.ng those Members who responded to the EOI invi.ng
conﬁrma.on of registra.on and payment of fees. Thereacer we will open registra.ons for others.
New Website
Our new Website, in the construc.on phase will, when opera.ng in the near future, have a new secure
Members Only area where Members will be able to manage their memberships online. Much of the
material that should be conﬁden.al and is currently accessible to anyone who visits our Website will be
secured in the Members only Area.
We will also have an eCommerce sec.on for purchase of merchandise and later event registra.ons.
Patron Promo=on
I am very pleased to be able to announce that, eﬀec.ve 27 November 2019, our Patron will be promoted
to Major General, and posted to Washington. On behalf of all of our Members, it is my great pleasure,
Andrew, to extend our hearty congratula.ons on your upcoming promo.on and thank you for your
con.nued support and contribu.on to our Associa.on.
Finally, my best wishes to all for the rapidly approaching fes.ve season and looking forward to a
construc.ve and produc.ve 12 months ahead.
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Committee members http://austarmyapprentice.org/about/committee/
For those of you who are wondering what to do in your spare .me, or are looking for another challenge to
add to your already busy lives, there are s.ll plenty of vacant posi.ons.
Your support is required to help ensure the Associa.on con.nues on its way. Just let the President or
Secretary know of your wish to help.
President - Keith Lowe, 22nd F&T
Secretary - Greg Wadley, 41st ET
Membership Secretary - Craig Malcolm, 31st ET
Welfare Oﬃcer - Kevin Noon, CSM, 14.5th Musn

Vice-president - Greg HaggeD, 40th P&G
Treasurer - Richard Pike, 21st VM
Public Oﬃcer - Ray Wilson, 15th Plumber
Heritage Oﬃcer - Peter Thompson, 21st VM

CommiKee Posi=ons:
Member - George Stockwell, 19th RM
Merchandise Oﬃcer - Phillip Gibbs, 24th VM

Member - Bob Clarke, 22nd VM
NewsleKer Editor - Jeﬀ Heron, Life Member, 21st RM

Appointees:
Auditor - Gary Lancaster, 22nd F&T

Honorary Trustee - Jim Hislop, 9th F&T

Regional Representa=ves:
NT - Kevin Forster, 28th VM
SE Qld - Brian Daley, OAM, 14th VM, Life Member
NSW - Richard Pike, 21st VM
ACT - Jeﬀ Heron, 21st RM, Life Member

Vic Metro - Craig Malcolm, 31st ET
SA - Michael Thompson, 26th VM
WA - Bob Coventry, 22nd RM

Correction to August 2019 edition
In the last edi.on, we reported on the
Anniversaries of the forma.on of the AAS,
presenta.on of the Governor-General’s Banner,
and the Freedom of the Ci.es of Mornington and
Albury. Alas, an error was made with the date of
the 25th Anniversary. The words should have read:
“The ﬁrst photo (leb) from four years later in
August 1973 (SPAASSM Collec4on Phase II Binder
35 Image 00001) is cap4oned “COPPED…But it’s all
in the best military tradi4on”. “The long arm of the
Mornington law - - police sergeant Murray
McDonald - - was checking the right of the Army
Appren4ces School to march through the city with
ﬁxed bayonets and swords drawn. It was the
highlight of a ceremonial parade through the town
to mark the school’s 25th anniversary.””.
Thanks Dave Stewart, 27th VM for pugng us right. Dave also pointed out that the Appren.ce BSM at the
front with the sword is Jack Dihm, 27th ET, who was not the BSM at the .me of the 27th’s gradua.on.
To help understand this, Dave has also provided a detailed report on the BSMs around this .me. The
records we have available are not as accurate as we would like. These details will be in the next (February
2020) TAA, and the applicable records on the Website will be updated in due course.
Thanks again Dave.
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Outgoing President’s report
Harry Hoger, 21st Radio Mech, Outgoing President AAAA

The following extract is from the outgoing President’s AGM report. His full report will be published with
the AGM minutes.
“With reference to our August 2019 NewsleDer, I will not be nomina.ng for any posi.on on the
CommiDee.
Our func.on is to have work in progress to ensure our legacy with suppor.ve history will con.nue. To add
weight to this narra.ve, our Prime Minister Morrison, in his response speech at the White House dinner to
President Trump, gave exposure to the 1st Division USMC and their epic baDle at Quadalcanal, Solomon
Islands in the WW2 theatre of opera.ons.
The Army Appren.ces School Balcombe Gates are also the 1st Division USMC War Memorial for this epic
baDle from a grateful na.on Australia. This informa.on should be followed up by us with the Prime
Minister’s Dept, ensuring he will have the full historical facts. The USMC insignia is a blue background
including the Southern Cross stars; and their band plays Waltzing Ma.lda as the Division’s baDle hymn.
A link to a 50th Intake has been raised, with informa.on indica.ng that enlistment was completed with a
rank of Appren.ce ready to go. This intake has requested that they be recognised as Army Appren.ces
with en.tlement to full membership status. This is on the agenda for this AGM.
Thank you to all past and present CommiDee members and the membership for your support and counsel
during my tenure. It has been an honour to serve.”

Letter to the Editor re-August TAA
From Dave Cox, 26th ET

“Hi Jeﬀ,
Just a note of absolute congratula.ons on this edi.on of AAAA. A newsleDer of interest, quality and great
respect for historic appren.ce events.
Reading this today, I could not help feel the pride of being one of the many thousands that wore that hat
badge. I believe that all of us have made a posi.ve impact on our great country as a result.
I was par.cularly warmed by the note of thanks by an appren.ce to one of the instructors (to Noel ScoD
from John Cutler - Ed). Each one of us has a story like that, which reﬂects on the leadership of the school
in selec.ng highest quality instructors/people to train and mentor the appren.ces.
Well done mate and all that contributed to make the newsleDer this month. Best regards”

Membership matters
Contact Craig Malcolm, 31st ET, Membership Secretary, membership@austarmyapprentice.org

The current state of the membership (as at 1 Nov) is 805 ﬁnancial members, comprising:
Ordinary Memberships - 330
Re.red Memberships - 464
Associate Memberships - 8
Life Memberships - 3.
The next renewal period is on 1 Mar 2020 and I will be sending out Renewal No.ces early Feb 2020.
If you have moved house or changed your contact details, please let me know on 0438 808 233 or email
me at membership@austarmyappren4ce.org.
Congratula.ons to the ﬁrst 50th Intake member to join the Associa.on - Wayne Davis (Ed).
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Balcombe Gates
Many thanks to Andy Morris, 8th Fitter & Turner for this information.

Images scanned from a photocopy of a reprint from “The Old Breed News”, Journal of the First Marine Division
Association - see also below “From the Web - The Old Breed News”

“The gates at Balcombe were built (brickwork) mainly by George (Bodgie) Harris, 8th Bricklayer and the
gates (metalwork) by Barry (Pud) Moore, 8th Blacksmith (KIA Vietnam, 16 November 1967). Under
guidance by CFN Don Christopher (1st Blacksmith) and MR Jim Nu%all (civilian), two (sets of) gates were
made. The second set went to the WRAAC Barracks in Mosman, Sydney. A third set was made later with a
10th Intake Smithy. This set went to Metal Trades Wing, then on to Bonegilla.” Note that the Metal Trades
Gates are shown below in the “Happy Appys and Crab Day” ar.cle. There were only three Blacksmiths in
the 10th Intake: Arthur (Jock) McWhinney, who donated the seat at the Army Appren.ces Memorial at
Bandiana; Ray Mitchell; and John Scholz, who graduated as a 12th Intake Clerk. (Ed)
The Gates were dedicated on 24 November 1954 with the Governor of Victoria, Sir Dallas Brooks, GCMG,
KCB, KCVO, DSO, KStJ; GEN Lemuel C Shepherd Jr, COMDT US Marine Corps; and a number of Marines
from the original 1st Division USMC who rested at Balcombe acer the WWII baDle at Guadalcanal in
aDendance. Inspired by LTGEN Sir Sydney Rowell, KBE, CB, CGS, the gates were constructed as part of
trade training for Building and Metal Trades Wings Appren.ces.
Thanks for the informa.on Andy. I have forwarded your photocopy to our Heritage Oﬃcer.
As an aside, from Wikipedia, Sir Dallas Brooks graduated from the Royal Navy Staﬀ College in 1934, and
was appointed Commandant General Royal Marines in the rank of lieutenant general. He was promoted to
general in 1948, knighted that year, and re.red in May 1949. (Ed)

Contributions to The Apprentice About
The Appren.ce About (TAA) is published quarterly (Feb, May, Aug and Nov).
Submissions for the February 2020 edi.on close on 15 January 2019. If you have any contribu.ons (which
would be greatly appreciated) please email them to the Editor at news@austarmyappren4ce.org or send
them by mail to the address at the top.
If your recent submissions are missing from this edi.on, please be pa.ent, as I received a lot of input at
the last minute, and .me or space didn’t permit including them all.

Memorial Inscribed Pavers
In addi.on to the single inscribed pavers currently available, arrangements have been made for the supply
of double pavers. The current Pavers form at h%p://austarmyappren4ce.org/associa4on-forms/ only oﬀers
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single pavers, however, double pavers may now be ordered. At $50 (single) and $100 (double), the pavers
oﬀer the opportunity for Appren.ces and their families to record their place as an Army Appren.ce.
Complete the form for single pavers, or contact the Secretary for details on double pavers.

Happy Appys and Crab Day
From Rodger Andrews 8th Tels Mech, 9 Aug 2019

By pure chance, these four ex-Appren.ces arrived at the
Gaythorne RSL Brisbane for a viewing of the ﬁlm "Danger
Close”. As an 8th Intake, I had never met the others in the
group but, as Appren.ces do, we became ﬁrm friends
instantly.
If the an.cs of later intakes’ "Crab Nights" are ever
documented, it would make very interes.ng and funny
reading. I understand one intake actually ﬁDed a door into
the high wall of the obstacle course. The Army had to then
put a padlock on the door! LiDle wonder the Army gave up
the Appren.ce scheme.
From the left Peter Gough (36th), Anthony Cooper (45th), Rodger Andrews (8th) and Chris Howard (41st)

Rodger, do you mean like this one below by the 41st? Image 01471 from the SPAASSM Collec.on. (Ed)

And below are another couple: the ﬁrst one from 1971 (24th Intake?) at the Metal Trades (Top) Gates good use of those BaDle PT poles; and the second one by the 48th Intake (SPAASSM Image 06847).
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Note, however, that with the recent AGM resolu.on recognising the 50th Intake, the 49th can no longer
be referred to as the “eternal sprogs”! (Ed)

SPAASSM competition
August 2019 solu=on
I had many responses to this one! Most iden.ﬁed
the incorrect spelling of Forbes and many noted
that “state” should read “states”. A copy of the
SPAASSM DVD has been sent to the sender of the
fastest correct answer I received - within 1hr and
11mins! Congratula.ons Jock Mullen. A couple of
the more interes.ng (but incorrect) answers I
received were (“no names no pack drill”):
1. “Leave would be for a 'maximum' of 48hrs.”
2. “Hornesby (missing ‘e’).”
3. “The word following the colon after the title "END
OF TERM LEAVE" ought to have the initial letter
capitalised - in my opinion. So "Is granted" rather than
"is granted”.”

SPAASSM Phase I Image 00153 (marked-up)

And a debatable one: “The boundary refers to a
number of towns including Hornsby, where Hornsby is
a suburb of Sydney, not a town.” Should we also
worry that Orange and Bathurst are cities? And note
that Hornsby does have a “town” centre. (Ed)

Nov 2019 compe==on
A very simple one (if you know it), “What is the
name and home port of this Paddle Steamer?” The
ﬁrst correct answer I receive will win the sender a
copy of the SPAASSM DVD. And if anyone knows
why this photo is in the SPAASSM collec.on, I
would very much like to hear about it. (Ed)
Send your answers to:
news@austarmyappren4ce.org
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From the Web
The Old Breed News
The earlier Balcombe Gates ar.cle raises the memory of the 2013 “Balcombe Barracks Commemora.on”
over the weekend of 3 to 5 May 2013, at which LTCOL John Stevens, 1st Division USMC (re.red), together
with his wife Jody honoured us with their presence. Events commemorated were: the BaDle of the Coral
Sea, which commenced on 4 May 1942, the arrival in 1943 of the US Marines at Balcombe, and the
departure from Balcombe in December 1982/January 1983 of the AAS, the last of the four post-WW2
training units.
The US 1st Marine Division Associa.on’s Website h%ps://www.ﬁrstmardivassoc.com makes interes.ng
reading, including The Old Breed News, now an on-line publica.on. An archive of some of the hard copy
edi.ons in PDF format is also available. All previous edi.ons aren’t yet available, but we look forward to
the .me when they are.
AWM Places of Pride
The Na.onal Register of War Memorials is an Australian War Memorial ini.a.ve to record the loca.on
and gather images of every publicly accessible memorial in Australia.
The Australian Army Appren.ces Memorial has been registered on the site and the details are now
available for your informa.on. h%ps://placesofpride.awm.gov.au/memorials/251431

Vale notices
Contact Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician, Welfare Officer, welfare@austarmyapprentice.org

The Welfare Oﬃcer’s role includes advising of any passing of Appren.ces, so the Associa.on and its
members may be aware, and the informa.on can be recorded. For those who do no.fy us of an
Appren.ce who has passed away, if at all possible, please include the NOK’s details and their address.
Bereavement cards are sent to NOK when we are no.ﬁed of a passing, but normally only within a month.
It is not considered appropriate to forward cards when we become aware of historical deaths.
Also, if you are aware of any of our colleagues who are ill or about to undergo surgery, please let me know
so I can post informa.on on Facebook.
This edi=on’s summary
Intake
4
9
12
13
10
45
15
23
20
24
20
16
29
17
26
7

Reg No
242570
18546
342802
342812
18566
239127
18674
39815
18929
62021
18936
243251
1204966
58776
1203567
58569
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Name
BRAND, Bernard Charles
BRYANT, Clive Dudley
FULLER, Robert Raymond
GAY, Barry Phillip
HAMPSON, Bruce Cecil
HOLDEN, Darrell Esmond
JONES, John Thomas Leslie
KORDUPEL, Wasyl (Bill) Peter
MUNT, Charles Edward
O’BRIEN, Colin (Spike)
PHILLIPS, Lance Uston
STELEY, John Robert
SUHLE, John Charles
TINK, Douglas James
TOWNES David Bryce
WRIGHT, Lawrence Barton

Trade
Vehicle Mechanic
Vehicle Mechanic
Vehicle Mechanic
Plumber
Vehicle Mechanic
FiDer & Turner
Electrical Mechanic
Electrical FiDer
Plumber
Carpenter & Joiner
Radio Mechanic
Radio Mechanic
Electronics Tradesman
Vehicle Mechanic
Radio Mechanic
Electrician

Passed away
13 Aug 2019
1 Aug 2019
10 Aug 2019
28 Oct 2019
27 Jun 2019
25 Aug 2019
Aug 2019
18 Oct 2019
15 Aug 2019
28 Oct 2019
21 Sep 2019
7 Oct 2019
7 Sep 2019
19 Jul 2019
15 Sep 2019
25 Aug 2019
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Recovery and Restoration Centre, Jarrahdale, WA
By John Noack, 22nd VM, johnnoack@bigpond.com, and input from Bob Coventry, 22nd Radio Mech

“I was very fortunate today (2 Sep 2019) to aDend the oﬃcial opening of The Recovery and Restora.on
Centre near Jarrahdale in WA. This was opened by the Governor of WA - Kim Beazley, and was aDended by
quite a few groups that are concerned with the welfare of serving and ex-serving military members.
This place is in a magniﬁcent bush segng away from
prying eyes etc. Although there is s.ll some work to do
on the accommoda.on side, it is ideal for Defence Force
personnel to visit and chill out, and/or talk about their
transi.on to civilian life, as well as any problems that
they may be experiencing. It is run along similar lines to
places like Camp Gregory in Qld, etc.
h%ps://www.campgregoryveterans.com
One big thing that we need to do is have all the young
and older personnel out there, be informed about this
and other avenues that are there for them. This is where
you all come in! If you know of anyone that has served
their country - whether overseas or at home, and have
issues, please give them a hand by informing them of
places like this, and groups that are there for them.
Here (are) a few photos that I took today of the segng.
There is also a Facebook site that you can look at.
And here’s the Website - h%p://www.rnrcentre.org (Ed)

Pictured above are the Board of the R & R Centre (all current or ex-Army) along with the Governor of WA: (L-R)
Ryan Gray and Rhys Dillon, R&R Board; Barry Court (background) and Vince Connelly MP, R&R Advisory Board;
The Honourable Kim Beazley, AC, Governor of WA; Geoff Baldwin, Keith Moodier and Tony Wills, R&R Board; and
Andrew Hastie MP, Member for Canning.

If there is one thing that Defence Force personnel do extremely well, it is that we look acer each other.
Places like this present that chance. And the R & R Centre is looking for volunteers to assist with
comple.ng all the work.”
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Above - Bob Coventry, 22nd Radio Mech (see the WA Mens’ Sheds article below) speaking at the opening of the
R&R Centre on 2 September 2019

Above - Members of the Kelmscott-Pinjarra 10th Light Horse Memorial Troop, who escorted the Governor into the
site

WA Men’s Sheds Veterans Project
By Bob Coventry, 22nd Radio Mech, Veterans Project Officer, Men’s Sheds of WA, 0467 609 993
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Background brief
In March this year, I was appointed by Men's Sheds of WA (MSWA) as the Veterans Project Oﬃcer. My role
is to encourage and support veterans, par.cularly younger members, to join and get involved with their
local Men’s Shed in Western Australia. Since then I have spoken to representa.ves from all WA Sheds (just
under 200) during the April/May zone mee.ngs. In WA, Men’s Sheds are grouped into 10 geographic
zones, (Wheatbelt North, Great Southern, etc). During Sep & Oct I will do the rounds of the Zone mee.ngs
again, upda.ng Shed members on the project.
Before the ﬁrst round of mee.ngs, I sent out a survey to gauge the
number of vets, who are currently in Sheds and their age bracket. From 66
responses, there are 399 veterans and the age groups show:
• nearly 2/3 are over 70;
• 1/3 are over 50;
• just 12 are under 50;
• only 1 is under 30; and
• there are female vets in 5 Sheds.

I've had great support from within the Sheds to encourage and welcome vets as new members, but have
run into a brick-wall trying to get the word out to the veterans and to get them mo.vated to get
involved. A lot of vets distrust the “tradi.onal” support and contact organisa.ons. Maybe the level of
current disrup.on within several state RSLs is an indica.on of why members are staying away?
I’ve had several mee.ngs with veterans’ organisa.ons, including:
• DVA
• Open Arms
• The ADF Transi.on Centre in WA
• The RSL (State HQ and several sub-branches)
• Soldier On
• Soldiers and Sirens - see the August 2019 NewsleDer (Ed)
• TPI Associa.on
• Legacy
• Veterans R & R Centre, in Jarrahdale, WA - see the previous ar.cle (Ed)
Bob in younger days!

All say it’s a great ini.a.ve, but we need to get the runs on the board. I appreciate any assistance in
helping to spread the word, ini.ally in WA, but the problem is not just in any single state or region. We all
need to stand together and DO something, in an eﬀort to increase the social interac.on from members of
the veteran community.
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Events reports
All Intakes get-together, Greensborough RSL, 16 August 2019
From Craig Malcolm, 33rd ET, Membership Officer and Vic Regional Rep membership@austarmyapprentice.org

There was a great turn up of around 60 Appies and partners to the Greensborough RSL on 16 Aug 19. A
good .me was had by all. For those who like to know these things, here is a quick wrap-up of the gettogether. Total aDendance was 64, with the largest Intake represented being the 18th (with 7):
* followed by the 32nd (with 5), and then the 17th and 31st (with 4 each)
* the earliest Intake was the 5th (with 1), then the 7th (with 3) and 8th (with 2)
* the latest Intake was the 41st, and then the 40th (with 1 each).
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Victory Services Club, London
From Peter Thompson, 21st VM, Heritage Officer heritage@austarmyapprentice.org

Over years past, there would be quite a number of serving and ex-serving members of our Defence Force
who have sought accommoda.on in London for themselves and their families. For anyone travelling
overseas on holidays and planning a stay in London, the Victory Services Club is worth considering. The
Club is well located in central London, being walking distance from Marble Arch and Oxford Street
underground sta.on and at the top end of one of the larger public parks of the city, Hyde Park.
There are numerous military clubs in London but only the Victory Services Club is solely for all ranks of the
military and available to current and former members of the UK, Commonwealth and NATO forces and
their families.
The Club oﬀers more than 200 rooms including singles, twins, doubles, family and disabled access across
two wings. Bathrooms are available ensuite or shared, and meals may be included with accommoda.on or
bought separately.
A well-stocked library, reading room, and portraits of statesmen and military leaders placed throughout
the Club emphasise its military origin and maintain that orderly character, while two bars and daily
acernoon tea provide a comfortable segng in which to relax and meet other members visi.ng the Club.
The Club was founded in 1907 by Major Arthur Haggard to promote esprit de corps within the military. He
wanted to bring together and help support members of the armed forces acer he witnessed des.tute
veterans in London acer returning from the Boer War. Major Haggard’s vision of suppor.ng members of
the military is s.ll very much alive over 100 years later and remains at the heart of the Club’s ethos.
It would worthwhile to visit the Website www.vsc.co.uk to gain more informa.on on membership and
visitor requirements if considering staying there. There is a very comprehension photo album of the Club
and its facili.es on the Website.
Some of our Associa.on members have stayed there over the years and, to further foster esprit de corps
and give our Associa.on an element of overseas exposure, it was thought appropriate to present the Club
with an Australian Army Appren.ces Associa.on plaque in apprecia.on of the service provided to our
members both past and in the future.
Richard Pike, 21st VM, our all-star Associa.on Treasurer has
recently returned from a Merv Hughes, ICC Cricket World Cup
2019 tour and, whilst in London, he presented the Associa.on
plaque to the Club.
Richard is shown at lec with Club Membership Secretary, Gabi
Ursu
The words in the photo behind, by Winston Churchill acer the
oﬃcial opening of the Club in September 1948, read:
“The Victory Club for Ex-Service Men and Women, given by
the Na4on as a tribute to those who returned, stands guard of
the common treasures and memories of friendship and brave
deeds.”

ACT Region Lunch, 18 September 2019
By Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, ACT Regional Rep, news@austarmyapprentice.org

A small but happy group of 11 Appren.ces and three partners enjoyed a nice lunch, camaraderie and
stories from yesteryear at the Ainslie Footy Club. ADending were a 2nd Intake C&J, 7th and 19th VMs, two
15th Plumbers, 12th, 21st, 24th, and 25th Radio Mechs, a 25th Elec FiDer, and a 33rd ET. See you at the
December lunch.
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Upcoming events
22nd Intake 50-yr Gradua=on Reunion, 5-8 December 2019
The Reunion will be based around the Big 4 Caravan Park and Vine Hotel, Nuriootpa, in the Barossa Valley,
SA. There will be a Meet and Greet evening, Informal Dinner and Farewell BBQ, all in a very casual
atmosphere. In addi.on, we are organising a private charter company to conduct local winery tours. To
register your interest and book accommoda.on, please contact: John Noack: johnnoack@bigpond.com,
Dave Miller: dmiller@internode.on.net, or Bob Coventry: bobcov51@gmail.com
32nd ETs 40 yr Gradua=on Reunion, Sun 8 December 2019, Gaythorne RSL Enoggera, 3-6 pm
Contact Peter Golding on Facebook - let him know if you are attending.

ACT Region Lunch, Wed, 11 December 2019, 1200 hrs, Limestone Café, Ainslie Football Club
Contact Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, ACT Regional Rep, news@austarmyapprentice.org

Please let me know if you are aDending. ADrac.ve door prizes will be awarded! $5 entry.
2020 AAAA Reunion, Maroochydore, 23-25 October 2020
Prepara.ons are now well underway for the next Reunion of the AAAA, to be held in Maroochydore, QLD
over the weekend of Friday 23 to Sunday 25 October. This event will commemorate the 25th Anniversary
of the closure of the Army Appren.ces Scheme in 1995. There will be a Meet & Greet on Friday, and AGM
and Dinner on Saturday. Expressions of interest were sent out in June, resul.ng in about 600 returns.
26th Intake 50th Anniversary Celebra=on - Back to Balcs - 20-21 January 2021
From Alan Harmer 26th VM (via Facebook)

All Appren.ces of the 26th Intake and staﬀ will be welcome. Appies from other intakes who wish to
nominate and join us will also be made very welcome.
So, we have a date and des.na.on but there is plenty of work s.ll to do in understanding what, where
and how. In the mean.me, understanding that circumstances and state of health may change your plans
along the way, that said, we would like an indica.on of your intent re-aDending. To that end, a ﬁrst pass
response via Facebook (Australian Army Appren.ces Associa.on [oﬃcial]) is a great start!
2023 AAAA 75th Reunion, Albury
The next major milestone for Appren.ces will be the 75th Anniversary of the commencement of Army
Appren.ceships, occurring in 2023.

Heritage Officer’s AGM Report
For those who, for various reasons, won’t see the published 2019 AGM minutes, below is an extract from
the Heritage Oﬃcer’s AGM Report. It is appropriate to include it here because of the important aspects it
deals with (Ed)
By Peter Thompson, 21st VM, Heritage Officer, heritage@austarmyapprentice.org

“This year has not seen a great deal of progress in two areas where I had hoped to achieve some
improvements. The ﬁrst was repairs to the Balcombe Marine Gates Memorial.
When the Appren.ces School was relocated in 1982-83, the original Marine Plaques were removed to Mt
Martha House for safe keeping and replacements provided to be aﬃxed on the Memorial Wall. … the
replacement plaques were not well mounted, with exposed concrete bordering the plaques and areas of
exposed mortar at the back of the Memorial wall.
The Memorial was listed by Heritage Victoria in 2001 and is under the control of Mornington Peninsula
Shire Council so both these Departments must be consulted before any repairs or maintenance can be
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carried out by an approved repairer to the Memorial. … A Heritage approved Inspector nominated by
Council … is carrying out an appraisal of the Memorial … consul.ng with Heritage approved repairers to
provide … a report of work required and the cost involved.
The second area where I had hoped that we could have
achieved some progress was repairs to the Bandiana Memorial
(including the) gates that apparently are suﬀering some rust
damage. There has been some progress (here).
We have since been informed by Jim Hislop (Trustee, 9th FiDer
& Turner) that Charlie Myhill (9th FiDer & Turner) has done an
excellent job of restoring the Jock McWhinney (10th Blacksmith)
park bench - see photo. Congratula=ons Charlie - a job very
well done. (Ed)
It would be ideal if the commiDee member responsible for the regular inspec.on and repairs to these
assets was in (the) Albury/Bandiana area so that they can see ﬁrst hand what is required and liaise with
local ﬁrms to have repairs carried out. Jim Hislop and Charlie Myhill have done their bit for many years in
looking acer things in general, but they need some interested members to provide con.nuity and pass on
their experience. There are many ex-Army Appren.ces who reside in the area and I would hope some
would consider becoming involved in the commiDee for even a short .me."

Merchandise
Contact Phillip Gibbs, 24th VM, Merchandise Officer, merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org

If you are interested in buying any of these great merchandise items, check out the Merchandise page on
the Associa.on Website at h%p://austarmyappren4ce.org or contact Phil Gibbs at
merchandise@austarmyappren4ce.org.
Item

Unit Price

P&H

Plaque (School badge)

$65.00

$10.00

Balcombe Commemora.on 2013 DVD**

$15.00

$8.50

SPAASSM Collec.on DVD**

$25.00

$8.50

AAS ﬂag (original badge)

$175.00

$10.00

Cloth AAS Badge Balcombe Large

$25.00

$3.50

Cloth AAS Badge Bonegilla Large

$25.00

$3.50

Cloth AAS Badge Small

$20.00

$3.50

** For those looking for a bit of nostalgia, the Associa.on has
the following excellent DVDs available:
1. Balcombe Commemora.on 2013 DVD (right): covers the
Balcombe Barracks Commemora.on Weekend 3-5 May 2013 priced at $15 plus postage
2. The SPAASSM DVD (see notes below) - priced at $25 plus
postage.
Notes:
SPAASSM Collec=on DVD (Special Project for Army
Appren=ce School Special Material). Discovered at the Army Museum at Bandiana and digi.sed with the
support of the Australian War Memorial, this most entertaining, historical collec.on of material from
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both Schools includes many wonderful photographs, journals, gradua.on booklets, standing orders,
handbooks and histories. This great collector’s item contains over 7000 photos and 1000s of pages of
documents.
The DVD only contains images and there are no descrip.ve details. A developing index of the SPAASSM
DVD contents is available on the Website at h%p://austarmyappren4ce.org/wp-content/uploads/
SPAASSM-Index-as-at-18-Aug-2019.pdf. Any feedback on this index is welcomed - please send them to the
NewsleDer Editor at news@austarmyappren4ce.org.

Australian Defence Veterans’ Covenant Media Release Extract
From Media Release by The Hon Darren Chester MP, Minister for Veterans and Defence Personnel, 22 Oct 2019

“… the Government’s Australian Veterans’ Recogni.on (Pugng Veterans and their Families First) Bill 2019
establishes the Australian Defence Veterans’ Covenant, which provides a formal way for all Australians to
show their apprecia.on to our current and former Australian Defence Force personnel, and to the families
who have supported them.
“The covenant, veteran card and lapel pin will allow the community — employers, businesses, community groups,
veteran or sporting organisations — the opportunity to recognise the service and sacrifice of the men and women
who have served our nation,” Mr Chester said.
“The legislation also includes a statement requiring the Department of Veterans’ Affairs (DVA) to adopt a beneficial
approach when interpreting legislation and apply a fair, just and consistent approach to veterans’ claims.
“Arrangements are also being finalised for businesses across Australia to recognise the unique nature of military
service by providing benefits through the veteran card, and I encourage any business which would like to learn
more about how it can participate to contact DVA.
“The Government is committed to putting veterans and their families first and this legislation is part of our ongoing
efforts to transform the culture of DVA.”

The covenant is part of a wider recogni.on package, and enables the oath and lapel pin to be provided to
veterans and eligible reservists. (It) includes the veteran card — a redesign of the exis.ng DVA health
cards, … open to new applicants and will be provided to exis.ng card holders over the coming months.
Those who have already applied … would begin receiving their covenant packs soon and Mr Chester urged
those who have not already applied for the covenant to do so online using MyService.
Upon Royal Assent in coming weeks, the Bill will become a separate Act to provide symbolic recogni.on
for all veterans. It does not change current en.tlements.
More informa.on on the Australian Defence Veterans’ Covenant, including how individuals can apply and
how businesses and community organisa.ons can register support, can be found on the DVA website."

Christmas wishes
We hope that the coming Christmas and holiday season is a good
one and that 2020 is kind to you all.
Merry Xmas and Happy New Year to all members and their families
from the Associa.on CommiDee.

Disclaimer
Informa.on, views and opinions expressed in “The Appren.ce About” originate from many diﬀerent
sources and contributors throughout our membership.
Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reﬂect the views and opinions of the AAAA.
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