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Congratulations to Lieutenant Colonel James Glen HISLOP (Retd) OAM
In The Queen's Birthday 2020 Honours List, on 7 June 2020, our Trustee, Lieutenant Colonel James Glen HISLOP
(Retd), Wodonga VIC 3690, was awarded the OAM “For service to veterans and their families.” The biographical
notes for Jim’s award state:
• Ex-service welfare
• Secretary, St John's Wipers Inc (known as Jack's Rags), since 2012
• President Australian Defence Force Retirees Association, since 2019.
• Legacy
• Member, Albury Legacy, 1983-2010
• President, Albury Legacy, 1992-1993
• Vice-President, Albury Legacy, 1988-1989
• Brisbane Legacy, 1981-1983.
• Australian Army Apprentices Association
• Committee Member, since 2010
• Member, since 1980's
• Trustee 2015 ongoing.
• Australian Army
• Soldier, retiring at the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel, 1954-1987.
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From the President
By Keith Lowe 22nd FiSer & Turner, president@austarmyapprenTce.org

Unfortunately the Covid-19 virus pandemic continues to impact upon us all and I have no intention to regurgitate
all that appears in various media outlets on a daily basis, except it looks like being with us for some time, possibly
another eighteen months or more. As we all know, travel restrictions, social distancing regulations, and
operational rules for function venues are also subject to change at short notice.
As a consequence of Covid-19, your Committee was left with no alternative than to cancel our 2020
Maroochydore Reunion. Even if all travel restrictions into Queensland were lifted, we would still not be able to
hold the event that was planned. The venue pre Covid-19 had a function capacity of 600. The best they can
legally accommodate at time of writing is 170. We already had 195 confirmed registrations.
The unknown certainty for the future makes it unfeasible to postpone the event to another date, so current
thinking is the next national reunion will be for our 75th Anniversary in 2023.
I take this opportunity to thank our Vice President and Treasurer for their efforts with organising the reunion that
was not to be. Also our Treasurer is currently processing the registration refunds to members - not a small task.
From time to time, we receive either an email or message via our Website contact page asking why information
in the Members Only area cannot be accessed. In almost 100 percent of occasions it is because the enquirer is
not a Member of our Association. We make no apology for restricting the Members Only section to those who
take the time to join our Association. All the work done in getting our Association to where it is today is a
consequence of time offered freely by various dedicated Apprentices, many who have worked in the background
and not sought committee membership. So, if you are not a Member and want to access the Nominal Roll for
example, please join the Association. You can do so online or by the old fashioned manual way if you prefer.
I take this opportunity to share a message that came in via our Website contact page a couple of days ago. It is:
25/07/50 25/07 /20 today is our 70th anniversary. 5th Intake all the best to any surviving member.
George M J Stone

Congratulations to all surviving members of the 5th Intake.

Memberships
The next renewal date is 1 September 2020. All current Members due for renewal will receive a renewal notice
during August.

Annual General MeeHng
Arrangements for our 2020 Annual General Meeting are being prepared such that we meet our regulated
obligations and will be communicated to all Members by email once final details are known.
Until next time stay well and stay safe. Best wishes to all.

Appy Lament - a poem by Jack Gamble, 4th Intake Carpenter & Joiner
It's well now to be retired
And to mourn those days gone by.
Ever thought to live it over again?
Would I? Well then I'd try.
Now I know the false from the real,
So I'd try to make amends.
Firstly I'd seek out some old mates of mine.
Back we'd go and follow it through to the end.

SPAASSM PhI, Image 02770
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Follow-up on the Back on Track Retreat (BonTR) 2020 Charleville
In the February 2020 edition of TAA, Nicholas Swadling, 24th Carpenter & Joiner reported that “… plans are
underway with approvals being pursued …”. Recently, Nic reported that on 10 June 2020, the Development
Approval was “approved with no objections and full support of the Council, which means we can proceed to the
Plan approval stage ASAP. We still need to register as an organisation, which is no drama and will be in motion as
soon as I finish some cattle containment fencing around Boomerang Tank and the cattle yards. One condition of
the DA is the provision of a Plumbing and Sewage Plan for the cottages, this is early notice that we will put out
the call for Plumbers to step in with that, if you feel inclined please contact me at your convenience.”
On 15 July, Nic reported that “25th F&T Steve Muir has been working on the outdoor covered areas, comprising
skillion-covered areas adjoining the cabin areas. Steve has put a great deal of effort into the design of the
community area for our guests, as you will see from the draft drawings. Steve is visiting BonTR with his daughter
at the end of July to get a feeling for the area we have selected for the ‘apprentices retreat’. I commend Steve’s
effort and involvement in our combined effort. 20th VM Graham Steele and his wife Paddy spent a bit of time in
Charleville looking at BonTR recently and loved the area, a great time of year for visiting. Graham had some
great yarns of days and nights at Balcombe. Terry Holroyd has donated solar panels and inverter, which will
supplement the off grid power supply. They’ll arrive in a few weeks. We are looking for Blacksmith’s equipment
for the workshop if you have anything at all spare let me know. Enjoy Steve’s concept drawings; they are full of
Appy symbolism which Steve can explain when he’s ready.”
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Not one to leave us wondering for long, Steve Muir responded on 17 July. “Thanks for your kind words Nic ...
believe me it is an honour and privilege to be able to contribute into this great legacy project. You mentioned
quite correctly the integrated symbolism in the design work ... primarily the connecting truss from the left
pavilion ... the start of our journey, and the right pavilion ... the recreational back end of our lives.
The commemorative truss component was inspired by words I penned in my poem ‘Always an Appy’ back in
January this year celebrating 50 yrs since enlistment for our 25th intake. In those words I talked of ‘the falling off
busses into building of teams and ‘trusses’ to span our lives with skill sets ...
The feature component in the middle is a stainless steel Appy badge, the centrepoint of our lives ... and this is an
Appy project for all Aussie service heroes needing a place to get themselves back on track, where we will be seen
by those not of our own.
The truss is:
1. Steel representing our brotherhood ... the chords and webs representing the strength of team acting in concert
2. Has five segments representing the fifty intakes from 1948 - 1995
3. Each trade grouping is laser cut through the members ... everyone passing under that badge gets a guernsey
4. There is a special additional member bolted under the truss lower chord, representing the support we had from
Trade Instructors, Military and Clerical Staff ... we all owe them much.
So I hope that clarifies Nic’s comment re the symbolism.”

Follow-up on the Plympton Veterans Centre (PVC)
In the last edition, May 2020, we featured a story “Dwayne Bugg, Crab Lapel
Pins, the MBMMC, and the Plympton Veterans Centre”. The story included that
Dwayne (Buggy) had completed a second order of Crab Lapel Pins and had
raised donations totalling $1100. Unfortunately, due to the Covid-19 crisis, the
PVC had been closed, and Buggy was unable to present the money. We can
now report that the situation has changed and, in mid-May, he made the
$1100 donation to Tich Tyson of the PVC. All staff at PVC appreciate donations
made by Veterans to support the Veterans’ community.

Follow-up on MiVAC Ba Tang Water Supply Project Funding

Readers may also remember back to November 2018’s edition of TAA, where we
featured an article on the Ba Tang Water Supply Project – 11 Villages, Khe Sanh,
Vietnam3from Peter Perry (15th Fitter & Turner), MiVAC Board Member & Vietnam
Edition 1–20
Project Coordinator. Peter wrote “We are currently seeking financial support for the
Ba Tang CONGRATULATIONS
Community 11 Villages Water
Supply
Project in
Vietnam.”
TO
MEMBERS
OF
THE
needed to protect Defence heritage artefacts. H
OUR CORPS, THE RAQ AND FAMILY
conspicuous achievements over decades of devote
On 20 May last, Peter reported “We received notification today that weservice
have been
granted
the funding
to gravity professionalism
have
highlighted
his outstanding
feed water to the villages which make up the Ba Tang Commune near Khe
Vietnam. The
project is scheduled
andSanh,
his dedication
to preserving
Army's heritage.
over the next 3 years. How to get there and when are 2 small problems yet to be
overcome. More to follow in due course.”
Congratulations on the team’s efforts Peter and good luck with the project.

Local Legend Award - Gary Sargent, 23rd Electrical Fitter
Copied from RAEME AssociaTon Queensland (RAQ) Spanner News EdiTon I-20, 31 Mar 20

“Local Legends awards for the Federal seat of RANKIN are presented each year to
those selected from nominations submitted to the Federal Member, Dr Jim
Chalmers, MP.

Gary, one of the RAQ’s hardest working members over many years, was nominated
MEMBER (AM) IN THE MILITARY DIVISION OF
by the State Member for Springwood, the Hon Mick de Brenni, MP, (pictured) for the
THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA. Major General
Andrew William FREEMAN, ACT, For exceptional
GARY SARGENT RECEIVES LOCAL LEGEND
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Issue 7 to the Australian Defence Force as Commander
AWARD. Local Legends awards for the4 Federal seat o
17th Brigade, Director General Land Operations, and
RANKIN are presented each year to those selected from
Director Logistics - Army. Major General Freeman has
nominations submitted to the Federal Member, Dr Jim
made an exceptional contribution to Army and the
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work he undertook as Secretary of the Springwood Tri Service RSL Sub Branch, for veterans and the community.
This focussed in particular on his advocacy work on behalf of ANZAC Day activities generally, and School ANZAC
Day and Remembrance Day services, specifically."
Congratulations Gary from the AAAA.

Welfare and Vale notices
Contact Kevin Noon, 14.5th Musician, Welfare Oﬃcer, welfare@austarmyapprenTce.org

The Welfare Officer’s role includes advising of any passing of Apprentices, so the Association and its members
may be aware, and the information can be recorded. For those who do notify us of an Apprentice who has
passed away, if at all possible, please include the NOK’s details and their address.
Bereavement cards are sent to NOK when we are notified of a passing, but normally only within a month. It is not
considered appropriate to forward cards when we become aware of historical deaths.
Also, if you are aware of any of our colleagues who are ill or about to undergo surgery, please let me know so I
can post information on Facebook.

This ediHon’s Vale summary
Intake

Reg No

Name

Trade

Passed away

9

342640

Kevin John MARTIN

Vehicle Mechanic

27 July 2020

10

242929

Ronald Frank IRWIN

Vehicle Mechanic

6 May 2020

10

242951

Ian SMITH (WHITBURNE-SMITH)

Architectural Draughtsman

30 Nov 2000

11

18586

Brian Anders FREDIN

Vehicle Mechanic

2 May 2020

11

342752

Norman John KOLLIAS

Fitter & Turner

19 June 2020

12

342793

William John SCANNELL

Vehicle Mechanic

23 June 2020

17

18759

Raymond John McINTOSH

Radio Mechanic

17 May 2020

19

18846

Maxwell Raymond SIMMONS

Vehicle Mechanic

3 May 2020

31

58988

Brett Randall SALE

Fitter & Turner

28 June 2020

34

227558

Michael Alexander BILLINGTON

Electronics Tradesman

9 July 2020

Events reports
The Golden Jubilee of the Silver Intake
By Rob De Visser, 25th Radio Mechanic/Electronics Tradesman

Rob reported that, “with all the problems we’ve faced with this COVID-19, hard on the heels of our “one of our
life’s major events”, we forgot to let you know that it even happened. Can I ask that you can include it in your
next issue of TAA please? I’ll keep it short…”
Earlier this year, the 25th Intake had our 50th anniversary of becoming an Australian Army Apprentice. Those of
us who had attended the all intake reunion for the 70th Apprentice anniversary in Canberra in 2018 discussed
the location for this event but, as that was a fairly small turnout, and upon further more open discussion, it was
found that there were distinctly two camps. In the end, it was decided that there were to be two locations –
firstly, where it all began, at Balcombe itself, and the second, for the pure fun of it, in Hobart. Having been lucky
enough to be able to attend both, as quite a few did, I can say that they were both well organised, terrific
functions. To top it all off, I got two polo shirts.
The Balcombe aspect of our reunion was held from the 14-17 February and was attended by 35 of us plus about
20 brought our other halves, so around 55 people. It was a great turnout and certainly one of, if not, the best I’ve
seen over the last 47 years. We had our meet and greet at the Dava (where else?) and, a few days later, had a
semi-formal dining in night at the local golf club. For me personally, being based in Brisbane but spending most
of my time in Vietnam, it was probably my last visit to Balcombe as so much of it has changed, is gone, or is just
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unrecognisable, a sentiment expressed by a few others as well. But, as always, we had a great time catching up
and even managed a tug-of-war event on Mace Oval after the photo shoot. You’ll note the gap left in the front
row for our absent, gone way too soon, brothers.

A few of us went home from there but many of us then went across to Tassie on the Spirit of Tasmania, and drove
to Hobart, or flew there, for phase two of the celebrations.
The Hobart part of our reunion was held in the city, between 20-23 February. Again, it was really well organised
and everything went like clockwork except yours truly lost a day and wore my new (my second) polo shirt a day
too soon. Hey, I’m retired, every day is Saturday. We had 28 ex-appies plus partners which included a few who
hadn’t gone to Balcombe, so another great turnout. We had our meet and greet in the bar of our hotel, the Old
Woolstore, a stone’s throw from Constitution Dock and Salamanca Markets, followed by nights eating and
drinking out together, interspersed with our semi-formal dining in night. During that event, we planned our next
50th – the Golden Jubilee of our graduation to be held on what would have been our ‘Crab night’, 100 days
before.
All in all a terrific couple of weeks, and I’d have to make the comment that we were extremely lucky as, had it
been delayed even a little bit, it may never have eventuated. I must also mention Ian Bowron, Fred Smith and
Steve Doudle for organising our Balcombe shindig and our reunion organising stalwarts, Ray Wilson, his lovely
wife Gail, Phil Coulton and the lovely Lorraine for absolutely nailing the great Hobart affair. Thank you to all of
you.

June 2020 - ACT Region Lunch
By Jeﬀ Heron, 21st Radio Mechanic, ACT Regional Rep, news@austarmyapprenTce.org

Due to the limitations in group bookings in ACT pubs and clubs, the June lunch was cancelled. The next lunch is
scheduled for Sep 2020 (date TBA), at the Ainslie Footy Club.
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Vũng Tàu Veterans & Friends Children’s Fund
By Rob De Visser, 25th Radio Mechanic/Electronics Tradesman

“We are the Vũng Tàu Veterans & Friends Children’s Fund (VTV&FCF),
dedicated to the improvement of living conditions for children in the
old Phươc Tuy province in Việt Nam, now called Ba Ria-Vũng Tàu.
In 2006, a cyclone came through Vũng Tàu and did much damage to
the school at the end of the former Luscombe Field airstrip at Núi
Đất, so a group of Vietnam Veterans and expats got together and raised some money. They then rebuilt the
school, adding an additional room and an ablutions block. Since then they have continued to help the
Vietnamese community in various ways and, around October 2010, formed the VTV&FCF.
Around 2012, we started to build houses for kids of poor families. Our process is simple: we consult with villages
and find out what they need, making health and education our main priority. We buy all the materials locally and
use local tradespeople. We also commit to ongoing maintenance. With the house comes bedding, mattresses,
pillows and sheets, a fan, a rice cooker and 10kg of rice. However, we have strict conditions. There must be
children involved and the parents or carers must own the land which, after the house is built, must then be
signed over to the children as a safeguard. This has been very successful. Just recently, we handed over the 40th
house. A house costs around $A5,000 to build so people have been very generous over the years.
We obtain our funding in various ways. We conduct guided tours of the old 1ATF base at Núi Đất, including the
Long Tân Cross, which we maintain, and its history, 1ALSG in Vũng Tàu, the Long Phươc tunnel complex and the
Long Hải forbidden zone. We also visit Vietnamese places of interest and provide a little Vietnamese history.
Relying on our expat community, we also conduct meat tray raffles and other games of chance. We also get
donations from the many people as they come through and see what we’re about, some even pledge ongoing
donations. We guarantee that around 97% of all donations is for the benefit of the kids with the other 3% or so
being paid to our only paid employee who is our Vietnamese tour/building organiser and interpreter. All the rest
of us are volunteers.
But we’re now in a bind - no tourists, so no raffles or tours and very little money but our responsibilities have not
stopped. For example, the Long Tân Cross maintenance is a substantial monthly cost and we are continually asked
to build new houses. So please visit our Website at www.vtvfcf.org and/or our Facebook page at
www.facebook.com/vtvfcf.org/ and check us out and, if possible, make a donation so that we can continue to
help the poor kids in our old area of responsibility.
And once this COVID-19 issue has ceased, and you just happen to be looking for a place to visit, think of Việt
Nam, especially Vũng Tàu and come and say g’day.
Rob De Visser 25th RM/ET, RAEME 1970-1900, Treasurer VTV & FCF, Vũng Tàu, Việt Nam
Australia (+61) 0413 933 665; (+61) 07 5212 1980; Vietnam (+84) 035 682 9923; https://vtvfcf.org/"

Upcoming events
Note: Any of these events may be aﬀected by COVID-19. Please contact the organisers for conﬁrmazon.
TBA 40th Intake 35th Anniversary Reunion postponed
Contact Greg HaggeS, 40th Plumber & GasﬁSer, Vice-President, vice_president@austarmyapprenTce.org

Due to the Coronavirus, the Reunion for the 40th Intake planned for 15-17 May 2020 in Brisbane has been
postponed to a date to be advised.

TBA Border ApprenHce Reunion postponed
From Facebook posts on 2 March and 20 April 2020 by David Waters, 32nd Carpenter & Joiner

The Border Apprentice Reunion planned for 16 May 2020 at Wahgunyah has also been postponed to a later date
to be advised. It will be open to all ex-appies, but especially those in the NE Vic/SE NSW areas. For more
information go to the Border Reunion Facebook page and join up. The event will be limited to 50 people.
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TBA SE Qld, CelebraHng 72 Years of Army ApprenHces (1948 - 2020) postponed
From Brian Daley, 14th Vehicle Mechanic, Sth Qld Regional Rep, bjdaley14@gmail.com

This is the 21st year of the reunion, but it has been postponed. A later date will be organised if it becomes
possible this year.

21 Engineer Support Troop 2020 Reunion, 31 August - 4 September 2020, Forster/Tuncurry NSW
Contact Phil Hincks phil.hincks@gmail.com, Stan Monkley stan21est@gmail.com or Ian McLean jaim@homemail.com.au

All who served with 21 EST in Vietnam, and other units who worked with the Troop, are welcome to attend, with
partners and family. Visit the Website or contact those listed above www.21est.org

ACT September Region Lunch - date to be advised
Contact Jeﬀ Heron, 21st Radio Mechanic, ACT Regional Rep, news@austarmyapprenTce.org

The next ACT lunch will depend on the relaxation of social distancing measures in pubs and clubs in the ACT.

AssociaHon AGM and Commiaee meeHng, date TBA
The next Association AGM and Committee meetings were scheduled for 24 October 2020 in association with the
Reunion at Maroochydore. AGM arrangements are now TBA.

30 Terminal Squadron, Middle Head, 16-18 October 2020, Hobart TAS
Contact Ralph McCloy ralph_mccloy@hotmail.com

Termites, 30 Term Sqn Middle Head, 35 Water Tpt Sqn Woolwich, HQ 10 Term Gp, Wksps & Movers of the 1970s
and any from the 1960s are very welcome to attend.

2020 AAAA Reunion and AGM, Maroochydore - cancelled
See the President’s report on page 2.

106 Field Workshop RAEME, 16 November 2020
Contact Milton Pearson csm1066869@gmail.com

At the Function Room, Steeples, Mornington, VIC. The theme is “soldier/tradesman”.

31st Intake 45th Reunion, 8-10 January 2021
From Facebook posts by Stan Mansas, 31st Motor Mechanic

All 31st Intake and their families are invited. Note: it's not necessary to attend the whole event. Our plan is for the
activities to centralised around the Dava Hotel and Balcombe on the Mornington Peninsula. Each participant is
responsible for arranging their own travel and accommodation. It will be peak holiday season so, if you intend on
coming, we suggest you seek and book accommodation as soon as possible.
Each participant will be responsible for their own costs on a consumption basis. As with the 40th Reunion, a
nominal fee will be charged in advance for drinks, nibbles and the sit-down dinner on Day 2. Memorabilia will be
made to order on an individual basis; monies to be paid up front prior to production.
To register, please click these links and feel free to copy and send the links to as many 31st Apprentice contacts
you may have: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdGCJgqNa3fsUk82yIXurIid_ut18SYm1DG5R5fSqUC3ZyFw/viewform and https://www.facebook.com/groups/1588004851432885/events/

26th Intake 50th Anniversary CelebraHon - Back to Balcs - 12-14 February 2021
From Alan Harmer 26th Vehicle Mechanic (via Facebook)

This is an update on what Alan Harmer, Dave Cox, Dave Black and Leo Doherty have been working on. The date
has changed to 12-14 February 2021. The itinerary: Friday 12th - meet & greet at the Dava; Saturday 13th dinner and drinks at the Mornington Race Course; Sunday 14th - late morning brunch BBQ, photos and farewell
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at Mace Oval. If you haven’t done so yet, please visit Alan’s Facebook post (Army Apprentices are the cream of
Australian Youth on 13 Feb) and comment, indicating your name and how many of your group will be coming.

2023 AAAA 75th Anniversary of the commencement of Army ApprenHceships, Albury
The next major milestone for Apprentices will be a Reunion occurring in 2023.

Merchandise
Contact Phillip Gibbs, 24th Vehicle Mechanic, Merchandise Oﬃcer, merchandise@austarmyapprenTce.org

“A happy WA customer bought not only a new name badge, he spent $399 on other
merchandise as well. I don’t think he could get the flag up that pole fast enough.”
PROMOTION. With your Association name badge, why not include a Key Ring or a
70th Reunion Photo Card for $30 total, with free postage.
The new merchandise shop is “up and running” and sales have been exceptionally
good since February. If you are interested in any of the great items below, check out
the Merchandise page at http://austarmyapprentice.org or contact Phil Gibbs.

Unit Price

P&H

2013 Balcombe Commemoration DVD

Item

$15.00

$10.00

60th Anniversary DVD, 2008

$10.00

$10.00

Stubby holder (AAS badge or 70th Reunion)

$10.00

$10.00

AAS cloth patch, large (Balcombe or Bonegilla)

$25.00

$3.50

AAS cloth patch, small, 100x70mm

$20.00

$3.50

AAS flag (original badge - 1800x900mm) - new stock available

$175.00

$14.00

Association car sticker

$5.00

$1.50

Association lapel badge

$10.00

$3.50

Association name badge (see Note 1 below)

$16.50

$3.50

Association tie

$25.00

$10.00

Baseball cap, AAS badge (bottle green)

$12.50

$14.00

Keyring (see also PROMOTION above and Note 2 below)

$20.00

$3.50

Plaque (Association badge or AAS badge)

$65.00

$14.00

Polo shirt (AAS badge, green, M, L, XL, 2XL,3XL, 4XL)

$35.00

$14.00

70th Reunion baseball cap (black)

$15.00

$14.00

70th Reunion Photo Card (see also PROMOTION above)

$16.50

$3.50

SPAASSM collection DVD

$25.00

$10.00

Balcombe sketches - 2 sets only (cover & one sketch shown
above right)

$10.00

$14.00

50th Army Apprentice Reunion Video - 1998 - NEW these will be available on the Website during August.

$10.00

Incl

Notes: 1. When ordering an Association Name Badge, include your preferred (first) name, and Intake/Class
number on the order form beside your family name.
2. Before ordering a Keyring, ask the Merchandise Officer if a number you are interested in is available.

RAEME Umbrella
From RAEME AssociaTon Queensland (RAQ) Shop

Made from quality materials, features include: 190T high quality showerproof
fabric, ultra strong frame, timber look "Grip" handle, full fibreglass frame, 75cm
canopy with 8 panels (colours will be different shades on the actual fabric,
matching as close as possible to the RAEME Tri-Colour), and total length 100cm
Price: $30.00 ($27.00 for Financial RAQ Members) plus postage.
Note: With numbers limited, umbrellas must be ordered separately.
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“With Skill and FighHng: Crahsmen of the Australian Army 1942-2014”.
From RAEME AssociaTon Queensland Inc Spanner News EdiTon 1–20 March 2020

For those yet to buy the Corps memoir, here is detail on how to obtain a copy. It
may also be a great Christmas gift for someone who has served in the Corps. The
Corps RSM, WO1 Richard Colefax, and the acting SO2 Corps Heritage, WO1
Reinhold Dekrell, are managing sales, so the best way to secure a copy is to go to:
http://www.raeme.org.au, click on “Shop” and then click on the photo of the
book’s cover.
To purchase a book, you need will need to make a deposit of $40.00 by electronic
transfer to: RAEME Corps Fund, BSB – 833205, Acct – 20509705
Once payment is made, please send an email to: RAEME.HOCCell@defence.gov.au
and add the CC address of WO1 Dekrell, reinhold.dekrell1@defence.gov.au, together
with proof of payment (a scanned receipt of deposit), point of contact details and an up to date delivery address.
The HOC Cell will distribute the book upon confirmation of payment.
Note: In the electronic transfer and proof of payment reference field, please include your surname and phone
number. Please retain a copy of the deposit transaction, or ask your bank for a receipt, and then send a scanned
copy to: RAEME.HOCCell@defence.gov.au.
In the email, please ensure you include your name, delivery address and contact phone number. Should you have
any queries, please contact the HOC Cell directly on (02) 6055 2274, prior to ordering. Books should be
despatched within 28 days of ordering and every effort will be made to inform you of despatch details.

Buckingham Pewter
While we’re on merchandise, and not wanting to detract from the excellent items available from the AAAA
Merchandise Officer - previous page - Buckingham Pewter (https://buckinghampewter.com.au/shop) appears to
have an excellent range of ADF products, including a small selection featuring the AAS badge.

Jon Rogers’ TAC signs
Members of the Facebook group “Army Apprentices are the cream of Australian Youth” will be aware of the
excellent “TAC signs” produced by Jon Rogers (21st Fitter & Turner). Those of you who are not (aware or
members of the group) can join
and follow the activities as Jon
opens and closes new rounds of
orders. The last round closed on 1
August but the next should be
available shortly.
Jon continues to do a fantastic job
with these and the ensuing activity
of people “spottoing” TAC signs on
cars, bikes, vans etc around the
country has helped to bring
together many old (and new)
acquaintances.
And if you’re not a member of the
other Association group,
“Australian Army Apprentices
Association (official)”, now’s the
time to join that one as well.
For a clue as to the origin of the image above, go to page 14.
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SPAASSM
May 2020 compeHHon soluHon
I received four correct answers, the first
from Noel Goltz, 31st/32nd Electronics
Tradesman. Congratulations Noel, your
SPAASSM DVD has been sent to you.
(Right: - SPAASSM PhI Image 00708)

August 2020 compeHHon
For this edition, the questions are a little different; ie: even I
don’t know the answers this time. This image is from the
SPAASSM collection, PhI Image 02347. It is an Austral oil engine
by Ronaldson-Tippett with the AAS Antique Engine Club, but
which model and year? When was the photo taken? Where was
the photo taken?
The first person who provides the answers to at least two of those
questions will win a copy of the SPAASSM DVD. Send your
answers to: news@austarmyapprentice.org

From the Web
Lennie the Legend
This is not an Apprentice-related story but was noticed in a recent
RAEME Group Facebook post. Lennie’s work with General Motors'
Holden, however, is not that different from many Apprentices over the
years. This brief version is included to encourage readers to look up
the full story. There are many references on the Web, and books, such
as “Lennie the Legend : Solo to Sydney by Pony” by Stephanie Owen
Reeder, winner of the 2016 Children's Book Council Eve Pownall
Award. Hopefully the story inspires you, maybe even to purchase a
book for the children in your lives. Online references were: Wikipedia,
ABC News, The Great Southern Star, and DVA’s WW2 Nominal Rolls.

Image - public domain

Charles James Leonard (Len or Lennie) Gwyther was born on 18 April 1922 at Leongatha, Victoria. His legendary
status emerged from his solo horse journey, aged 9, to Sydney for the opening of the Harbour Bridge. He took his
horse, Ginger Mick on the 1,000km journey from the family farm, Flers. Ginger Mick, born on the same day as
Lennie, was presented to him on his second birthday by his grandfather. His parents were Captain Leo Tennyson
Gwyther MC & Bar (WW1) and Clara (Clare) Amelia Gwyther (née Simon), and he had four younger siblings.
When Lennie was nine, his father injured his leg and Lennie took over the responsibilities on the farm, including
ploughing 24 fields. The trip to Sydney came about when he was rewarded by his father for his efforts. Lennie
had shown a strong interest in the engineering and construction of the Bridge.
So, after arrangements with people in Sydney, with his mother’s reluctant agreement, and with a map created by
Lennie and his father, on 3 February 1932, accompanied by Ginger Mick, Lennie left Leongatha carrying a
haversack with his toothbrush, silk pyjamas, spare clothes and a water bottle.
His journey took him via Traralgon (where he encountered a bushfire), Orbost, Cann River, Bombala, Canberra
and Goulburn. He was “attacked by vagabonds” and, in Canberra, he had tea with Prime Minister Joseph Lyons.
On arrival in Sydney, he met with Lord Mayor, Sir Samuel Walder, and visited Circular Quay, Bondi Beach and
Taronga Zoo. In Martin Place, he was escorted by 25 police, was met by 10,000 cheering citizens, and was
greeted by the Secretary of the Royal Agricultural Society, Colonel Somerville.
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On the day of the Bridge's opening, 19 March 1932, Lennie and Ginger Mick participated in the Royal Easter
Show and later paraded across the Bridge. On 21 March, he met Don Bradman at the Sydney Cricket Ground, who
gave him a signed cricket bat.
His trek home included: visiting Gunning Public School, celebrating his tenth birthday with Gunning Shire
Councillors, and being given one pound. He attended a children's ball and reception at Urana, and spent time in
Widgiewa with Councillor Otway McLaurin Falkiner. He was welcomed in Leongatha by a crowd of 800 people
and delivered a return letter from Sydney's Lord Mayor to the president of the Woorayl Shire Council. On 10
June, Lennie returned home and continued duties on the farm.
At the age of 19, Lennie enlisted in the RAAF (some references state the Army), serving in the Morotai Islands.
After the War, at age 27, he moved to Hampton, Melbourne and worked as an experimental engineer with
General Motors' Holden at Fishermans Bend, Victoria.
Ginger Mick died in 1949, and Lennie died of cancer in 1992, aged 70. A bronze statue commemorating Lennie's
remarkable story was unveiled in Leongatha in October 2017.

Bonegilla Development Project, Research Note 10/79, September 1979, ISSN 0156-8817
This Directorate of Psychology Publication is available in the SPAASSM collection but, for those who don’t have a
copy, it is available here https://archive.org/stream/DTIC_ADA086052/DTIC_ADA086052_djvu.txt.
The ABSTRACT begins: “This report is the final in the series dealing with the Bonegilla Development Project. This
Project involves relocation of the Army Apprentices School and the Female Recruit Training School to Bonegilla in
the Albury - Wodonga area.” As we know, the Female Recruit Training School never eventuated; WRAAC recruits
received initial training at Queenscliff and then Georges Heights until 1984, when the WRAAC was disbanded.
The more interesting part of the document is the Recommendations. A couple are copied here. For those who
were in the first intakes at Bonegilla, how did it go? Recommendations:
No 4. “That facilities proposed for development at Bonegilla be available and operating at the time of the AAS
arrival.”
No 26. “That Army consider supplementing or subsidising bus services where private bus companies are unable to
provide service.”
No 40. “That all sporting facilities at Bonegilla be fully ready for immediate use on relocation of the School.”

Proof & Experimental Establishment Port Wakeﬁeld
Thanks to Roy Vincent, 12 Intake Vehicle Mechanic

Many readers will recall the P&EEs at Port Wakefield,
SA and Graytown, Vic, and some will even recall being
posted to one or other of the two sites!
A recent Facebook post by Roy Vincent, 12th Vehicle
Mechanic included a photo of his International
Harvester AR 162 “… semi in 1963, full of high
explosive naval and army gun shells, en route from
Maribyrnong to Pt Wakefield, South Australia to the
Ordnance testing facility. The shells ‘go’ there for
testing, physical examination, then test firing through
a paper sheet near to the gun to see if there are any
fragments detaching from the projectile. My Inter AR 162 semi was typical of the trucks used by the Army on the
highways, seen near Dimboola, Victoria on roadworks.” (Where are the “EXPLOSIVES” signs Roy?)
The two 18-pounder guns used in the proof firings were also towed by truck from Adelaide for the occasion, and
fired by gunners from the 10th Heavy Battery at Fort Largs. Only 21 rounds were fired in the first proof, with full
recovery and satisfactory results. To carry out recovery at low tide, a horse and cart were hired from a local
farmer. The site of this first firing was probably Land Battery, now known as L Battery.” (Perhaps the horse and
cart would have been better than the Series 1 Landrover that we used in 1971, getting it bogged regularly! An
eventual outcome of this was the acquisition of four generations of hovercraft. Ed)
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Roy’s article prompted a quick review of the Web, with the following sites providing some good background:
https://www.defence.gov.au/id/_Master/docs/NCRP/SA/0665ProofAndExperimentalEstabPortWakefieldSA.pdf
describes P&EE Pt Wakefield and its purpose. It also describes the known contamination at the site, including
“Elevated levels of hydrocarbons have also been found from hydrocarbon-stabilised golf scrapes around a former
golf course.” Golfers who played there will remember the oil-soaked sand “greens”. Who knew then that they
would be a future environmental hazard. (They were bad enough as golf hazards! Ed)
https://www.academia.edu/24151356/History_of_the_Port_Wakefield_Proof_Range, a Report to Woodhead
International by Peter Bell, Historical Research Pty Ltd, Adelaide, 2004. “In April 2004, Historical Research Pty Ltd
was engaged by Woodhead International to research and write a history of the Port Wakefield Joint Proof and
Experimental Establishment (formerly known as the Port Wakefield Proof Range) to form part of a heritage
assessment commissioned by the Department of Defence.” The report found that “With the commencement of
munitions manufacture at Maribyrnong in 1911 and Lithgow in 1912, Australia also had need of a proof facility to
test weapons and ammunition, although that detail had not been envisaged in the early military planning.” A
number of Sections of Inkerman at Bald Hill (Port Wakefield) were eventually acquired by the Commonwealth in
August 1924, 96 years ago.
“Tide tables determined the first day of firing. On 5 December 1929 there was a high tide in the morning for
firing, followed by an afternoon low tide allowing ample time for recovery within the hours of daylight. The first
firing was of reconditioned 18-pounder shells from Maribyrnong, which were delivered by an Army Thorneycroft
truck. In 1929 the road trip from Melbourne to Port Wakefield took five days, 28 November to 2 December.”

History
2010 - The ApprenHce About - the Beginning
This August marks 10 years since Vol 1 Issue 1 of the Australian Army Apprentices Association Newsletter, The
Apprentice About (TAA) was launched. Since then, we have had 34 further editions, so this is now the 36th. In
the first edition, articles included:
* What the badge means - a description of the AAS badge.
* Benzene Project - “The Association has commissioned a study to determine the incidence of cancers within the
Army Apprentice community.” This project came to a conclusion without any significant findings. The September
2011 edition of TAA reported that “we have gone about as far as we can with the resources that we have on this
project. … it appeared that a significant number of the older intakes were falling victim to exposure to benzene
during their training and in later service. We will collate the information received and pass that on to a more
appropriately resourced organisation.”
* SPAASSM Update - A function was held at the AWM on 3 May 2010 to mark the end of the cataloguing phase
of the project to thank the AWM staff, Project SPAASSM Team members and the Army Museum for their support.
The function included VIP guests LTGEN Ken Gillespie and MAJGEN Steve Gower. All project SPAASSM material
was handed over to the Army Museum Bandiana on 7 Aug 2010.
* Balcombe Marine Gates Project - this project culminated in the Balcombe Barracks Commemoration event
over the weekend 3-5 May 2013, reported in the August 2013 TAA.
* Lost "Crab Day" memorial - this has received plenty of “air” over the years.
Essentially, the ”Crab Day" memorial plaque dedicated to the two 21st Intake
Apprentices who lost their lives on Crab Day 1968 disappeared from Latchford
Barracks, probably some time after 1994. A replacement plaque was procured by the
21st Intake and mounted on a rock near the Balcombe Gates. (This plaque was recently
damaged and removed from the rock, so a new plaque was mounted earlier this year.)
* Apprentices Trade Proficiency Medal - Medals were awarded for excellence in trade
progress, sport, regimental training, and qualities of leadership. The obverse features
the Apprentices' badge (less the scroll and with the "King's" crown). Two Commonwealth stars are balanced
either side of the crown. On the reverse are a laurel wreath and the words "AWARDED TO" towards the top of
the wreath and the maker's name "STOKES" at the bottom. The recipient's name (and sometimes regimental
number and/or year or class) are engraved in the centre of the wreath (along with the award type at the top).
(contd)
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* Member Profile - Gib Owen, 10th Intake Vehicle Mechanic - Gib served as the inaugural Legal Advisor to the
Association. If anyone would like to profile themselves or another Apprentice, this is your chance to send details
to the Editor at news@austarmyapprentice.org.

2 August 1948 August 1976 - Army RecruiHng PublicaHon
ApprenHces’ School to Open Thanks to Stephen Clement, 33rd Motor Mechanic
at Balcombe

The wonderful comic below is from Army Recruiting Publication No. 22,
August 1976. Stephen reported “My dear mother never threw anything out.
Shed clean up found all the propaganda that helped me make a decision that
forged my future.”

There’s another image from this Publication on page 10. And this bit below
couldn’t be left out either! (Ed)

An ApprenHce electrician’s
ﬁrst lesson - it’s only 110
Volts!

Contributions to The Apprentice About
The Apprentice About (TAA) is published quarterly (Feb, May, Aug and Nov). Submissions for the November 2020
edition close on 15 October 2020. If you have any contributions (which would be greatly appreciated) please
email them to the Editor at news@austarmyapprentice.org or send them by mail to the address at the top.
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A RAEME Soldier at the Battle of Long Tan
By 41961 WO1 (Bob) R.C. Thompson (Ret)

Another story not featuring an Apprentice is this one below, thanks to Frank Maloney, 13th VM, who forwarded it
from Bob Thompson, RAEME to our Heritage Officer. I considered not including it but, with the 54th Anniversary
of the Battle of Long Tan this month, it made it in.
“Forty years ago I heard a story about a RAEME soldier being at the Battle of Long Tan.
I immediately dismissed it as bulls@@t. I heard it again in 1999, when I was applying to
have the pilot, Flt Lt Cliff Dohle’s MID upgraded to a DSM. Flt Lt Cliff Dohle piloted the
first helicopter that dropped ammunition which saved the lives of D Company 6RAR. I
was so focused on getting Cliff Dohle his DSM, which he eventually received, I forgot
about the story.
Picture Flt Lt Cliff Dohle DSM
Two years ago, I again heard there was a RAEME soldier at the Battle of Long Tan. This
time I thought I would check it out, as the story had surfaced too many times not to
have some validity. I knew the soldier wasn’t with the ground troops because I had
researched 1APC Squadron, 3 Troop and D company 6RAR.
Two of the people on helicopter A2-1020, were RSM WO1, George Chin and Major
Owen O’Brien, flown by Flt Lt Francis (Frank) Riley. They’ve been well documented in books such as The Battle of
Long Tan by Lex McAulay and many others. But nobody knew who the other two were on aircraft A2-1022 flown
by Flt Lt Cliff Dohle. These people helped load the second chopper as well as wrap the ammo in blankets. They
stayed on board to help push out the ammo when the A/C hovered over D Company. This aircraft carried most of
the ammunition, and was first over D Company to drop the ammunition.
After two years of research, I eventually discovered who the RAEME soldier was. He
was 1200605 Cfn Robert Service, Armourer, RAEME attached 6RAR. Most people have
never heard of Cfn Service because he applied to Army Aviation after Vietnam. He later
trained to become an Airframe Fitter, and served out his six years and left Aviation and
the Army to work for Bell Helicopters at Brisbane Qld. I asked Robert Service, now
retired, to tell me his story; this is his response:
“On the afternoon of the 18 August 1966, I was enjoying a drink of beer with the Admin
Company. A Sgt ran up to us and ordered the group to go over to the ‘Q’ store and
collect ammunition boxes and load them into the two helicopters that were sitting on
our pad. As the only RAEME person there, I thought it was my duty to volunteer to help
out. We did this in a tropical monsoonal downpour. We loaded the two helicopters and
I noticed I had the last box of ammo to be loaded and as I did, I saw the ‘Q’ store Cpl
McCutchen arrive with a bundle of blankets and he jumped on board with them. I could see he needed my help so
I climbed aboard the helicopter and help him wrap the ammo boxes.
While we were busy doing this, the pilot took off. The noise of the tropical downpour combined with the engine
noise, plus the adrenalin rush, blocked out any communications with one another. After a short period of time, we
arrived at our destination; we were at tree top height. Through the rain, you could see the trees. I helped push
the ammo boxes as well as some ammo in sand bags right to the edge of the floor of the helicopter. The A/C
rolled on its side and the load helped by the door gunner and ourselves left the A/C and fell to the ground. After
the drop we returned to Nui Dat.
Our helicopter was A2-1022; it was piloted by Flt Lt Cliff Dohle. I knew we were sitting ducks; we were at tree top
about 20/30 feet above the ground, and you could see the rubber trees through
the blinding rain. The helicopter had on all its navigation lights as well as the
flashing strobe light on at the top of the A/C.”
Aircraft A2-1022 piloted by Flt Lt Cliff Dohle and Flt Lt Bruce Lane, door
gunners, Cpl. Bill Harrington, LAC Brian Hill, ammo unloaders Cfn Robert
Service and Cpl William McCutchen is now restored as a Memorial and sits on a
stand out the front of Caloundra Qld RSL.”
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Appy Grapevine - another poem
By Jack Gamble, 4th Intake Carpenter & Joiner

It’s an amazing sort of network
That we all take a look.
Why worry about going to Google,
It’s here on our own Facebook.
The knowledge that it covers
Spans more than fifty years.
Learn more about the Sigs and RAEME
And the good old Ginger Beers.
Balcombe (SPAASSM PhI, Image 00454)

It has its own Newsletter,
Plus a Facebook Admin crew.
That’s what keeps us all in touch
With other Appies old and new.
Some stories are quite serious,
Some just fun and fool;
But all stem from those old days
At the Army Apprentices School.
Bonegilla (SPAASSM PhI, Image 00647)

Committee members
There are a few vacant positions on the Committee so, if you are anxious to get involved and assist, simply
contact the President or Secretary to find out what these roles entail. Let’s see if we can fill them all.

General

Commiaee Members

Patron MAJGEN Andrew Freeman AM, 40th Elec Fitter
President Keith Lowe, 22nd Fitter & Turner
Vice-president Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter
Secretary Greg Wadley, 41st Electronics Tradesman
Treasurer Richard Pike, 21st Vehicle Mech
Membership Secretary Vacant
Welfare Officer Kevin Noon CSM, 14.5th Musician
Public Officer Ray Wilson, 15th Plumber
Heritage Officer Peter Thompson, 21st Vehicle Mech

Newsletter Editor Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, Life Member
Member Bob Clarke, 22nd Vehicle Mech
Social Media Vacant - we’re looking for someone with good
Facebook/other social media skills to assist with
administering the two Facebook sites supported by the
Association and keeping them up to date.
Merchandise Officer Phillip Gibbs, 24th Vehicle Mech
Assistant Secretary George Stockwell, 19th Radio Mech
Member Wayne Davis, 50th Elec Fitter

Regional RepresentaHves
NT Rod Perkins, 24th Fitter & Turner
Sth Qld Brian Daley OAM, 14th Vehicle Mech, Life Member
NSW Richard Pike, 21st Vehicle Mech
ACT Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, Life Member

Vic Metro Craig Malcolm, 31st Electronics Tradesman
SA Michael Thompson, 26th Vehicle Mech
WA Bob Coventry, 22nd Radio Mech
Others Vacant

Appointments

Auditor Gary Lancaster, 22nd Fi€er & Turner

Legal Adviser Rod Perkins, 24th Fitter & Turner

Honorary Trustee Jim Hislop OAM, 9th Fitter & Turner

Disclaimer
Information, views and opinions expressed in “The Apprentice About” originate from many different sources and
contributors throughout our membership.
Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reflect the views and opinions of the AAAA.

Volume 4 | Issue 7

16

