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Happy 60th Wedding 
Anniversary Harry & Judy Cole 
The Association congratulates Harry 
Cole, 7th VM, and his wife Judy on their 
60th Wedding Anniversary. Harry and 
Judy were married at the old All Saints 
Catholic Church in George St, Liverpool 
on 25 February 1961, by Fr Davies the 
Parish Priest. 

 
Harry wrote that the old 100yr+ old 
church sadly has long gone and was 
replaced many years ago by the newer 
one. [All Saints' Catholic Church was 
founded on 8 November 1840, and the 
current Church building was erected in 
1963. The old Church and St Anne's 
Orphanage were demolished in 1971.] 

From the President 
By Keith Lowe, 22nd Fitter & Turner, President AAAA 
president@austarmyapprentice.org 

VALE – 39218, Ian David MOFFAT 
I was informed this evening (27 April 2021) that Ian, a fellow 22nd 
Intake Fitter and Turner died this afternoon from a massive heart 

attack. I understand he had been keeping reasonable health and was 
working with his son Aaron at the time. 

Whilst at Balcombe, Ian proudly undertook the role of the School’s 
first Banner Ensign when it was presented in 1969. 

I take this opportunity to extend our sincere condolences to Ian’s 
widow, Sandra and their family. 

Sadly, another mate lost. May he Rest in Peace. 

Lest We Forget 

Members, little has changed since my report for the February 
Newsletter so this will be short and sweet. 

Your Committee met on Saturday 6 March in part by physical 
attendance and in part via Zoom electronic means, with the latter 
creating considerable frustration with poor Internet connectivity. We 
will have to secure a more reliable means of distance meeting should 
we be unable to attend physically in the future. 

March membership renewal notices generated a fair response via 
our Website plus a few manual renewals. I appeal to those who have 
not yet renewed to do so as soon as possible as without a strong 
membership base, organisations cannot exist. (contd p2) 
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Balcombe Grammar School's 
Anzac Service 2021 
From: Cindy Waters, School Chaplain, 
12 April 2021 

To: Greg Haggett (Vice-President 
AAAA), Harry Hoger (ex-President 
AAAA) 

To all our dear friends of the former 
Balcombe Army Apprentices 
Association 

We hope and pray you are staying well 
this past year as we have all been 
affected by the global pandemic. We 
really missed our annual time of 
connection and catch up with you last 
year. 

I am writing to advise you of the 
ongoing impact upon the Balcombe 
Grammar School wider community 
with regards to our annual Balcombe 
Grammar Anzac Service. Due to the 
restrictions around numbers at public 
gatherings indoors for Schools at this 
time, we are unable to have guests, 
such as yourselves, attend our Anzac 
Service this year. 

We very much consider your 
Association part of our family and are 
deeply saddened that again we will not 
be able to share this special Service 
with you in person. Our students really 
look forward to seeing you and having 
the opportunity to meet with you. Your 
absence when we gather for this 
special Service will be felt by all. Could 
you please pass this news on to any of 
the Association members who would 
usually attend? Thank you. 

Please know that you are in our 
thoughts and prayers this Anzac Day. 

We are thankful for you all, and will let 
you know once we have a recording of 
the School’s Anzac Service available for 
you to view online for those who would 
like to watch it. 

Kind regards, Cindy 

 

From the President (contd) 
When logging into the Members Only area of our Website please 
remember to use your Regimental Number for the Username field. 
We chose Regimental Numbers for this purpose as they are unique 
and most of us find it easy to remember, unlike email addresses that 
are easily changed and, if not kept up to date, throw up error 
messages. 

If you do happen to change your email address, can you please let us 
know so we can keep our records up to date. Helps us keep in touch. 

Until next time please stay safe and care for each other. 

Best regards 

Welfare and Vale notices 
Contact Barry Minster OAM, 20th Radio Mech, 
welfare@austarmyapprentice.org 

The Welfare Officer’s role includes advising of any passing of 
Apprentices, so the Association and its members may be aware, and 
the information can be recorded. For those who do notify us of an 
Apprentice who has passed away, if at all possible, please include the 
NOK’s details and their address. 

We all ought to be constantly looking out for their mates’ best 
interests and doing regular welfare checks. Also, if you are aware of 
any of our colleagues who are ill or about to undergo surgery, please 
let me know so I can post information on Facebook. 

Bereavement cards for Association Members are sent to NOK when 
we are notified of a passing, but normally only within a month. It is 
not appropriate to forward cards when we become aware of 
historical deaths. 

Thanks to Ross Bignell, 11th VM and Wally Rotow, 18th Radio Mech, 
we have completed an exercise to verify and complete the Vale lists. 
As at 5 February 2021, there were no known names in the lists 
without a complete date. This doesn’t mean there are no errors, nor 
that we have captured the details of all Apprentices who have 
passed away. If anyone knows of any errors or omissions in the lists 
and can provide reasonable evidence, please tell the Welfare Officer. 

This edition’s Vale summary 
Intake Reg No Name Trade Passed 

away 
26 1203595 John Thomas WATSON Vehicle Mechanic 2 Feb 2021 
16 342872 Herbert Rex WILLIS Fitter & Turner 14 Feb 2021 
36 553947 Timothy Parker REYNOLDS Motor Mechanic 21 Feb 2021 
3 342521 Peter Noel BARTON Carpenter & Joiner 4 Mar 2021 
12 48562 Malcolm Henry DRECHSLER Vehicle Mechanic 6 Mar 2021 
19 18849 Patrick Joseph O'DEA Vehicle Mechanic 26 Mar 2021 
43 64943 Steven Neil McMULLEN Carpenter & Joiner 4 Sep 2018 
22 55310 Clifford Victor JAMES Electrical Fitter 5 Apr 2021 
19 18856 Robert Henderson WEBB Fitter & Turner 18 Apr 2021 
22 39218 Ian David MOFFAT Fitter & Turner 27 Apr 2021 
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178th Melbourne to Geelong 
Passage Race – “Apprentice” 
By Joanne & Morgan Cornelius, 43rd & 45th 
Motor Mechs 

“True to its name, it has been a great 
learning curve for the owners of 
‘Apprentice’. 

 
Previously known as JUNO, the yacht 
[G621 – a Davidson 34] was a regular 
front-runner at the Royal Geelong 
Yacht Club, having been one of the 
fastest mid-sized vessels in the fleet 
where it graces the honour boards as 
club champion on numerous occasions. 

[We] had only started sailing 18 
months previously and were originally 
looking for a nice cruising boat. 

Both ex Apprentices, we decided that 
the best way to learn the craft was to 
race competitively and build on the 
knowledge from those experienced 
within the club. 

When JUNO came up for sale, it was a 
perfect fit and, with the name change, 
this became a new apprenticeship of 
sorts to be experienced at sailing. 

 
Since buying her back in April 2020, the 
team “Apprentice” has taken part in its 

first long-distance race, being the “Festival of Sails” from Melbourne 
to Geelong, which was held on the Australia Day weekend. 

 
With over 180 yachts taking part, it was a great day, and made even 
better with the enlistment of more RAEME soldiers to complement 
the military aspect and team involvement for the day. 

Big thanks to Bart 
Kohler & Anthony 
Lamers for putting 
their hands up to 
assist. 

Since then, we have 
sailed her in many 
of the twilight series 
races, getting some 
good results along 
the way with a 4th and 7th placing from a fleet of 28 – 30 taking part. 

Still a long way to go, we do love our “Apprentice” and welcome any 
ex appies who visit Geelong to come along for a sail if you are 
interested. Thanks, Jo & Morgs” 

Notes: 
Joanne is the CEO and Director of The Learning Professionals 
(https://thelearningprofessionals.com.au), reputed to be leaders in 
providing quality Training and Assessment programs for industry in 
the workplace. Services include: Training and Business Courses, 
Netgain – New Enterprise Incentive Scheme (NEIS) Program, and RTO 
Compliance Consulting. 

In his spare time, Morgan is Webmaster, and Editor of “The Lightning 
Flash”, for RAEME Association Victoria – https://vic.raeme.org.au. 

By the way, The Lightning Flash 100th edition has recently been 
published. Access is available to RAEME Vic members only. 
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Update 20 April 2021 - Back 
on Track Retreat Charleville 
By Nic Swadling, 24th Carpenter & Joiner 

Due to widespread flooding in the 
eastern states, the April event has been 
postponed to July; the program is: 
* Arrivals – Sat 17 July 
* Relax and setup – Sun 18 July 
* Erect Tezza recreational building 
* Construct showers/toilets 
* Construct Royal McFies four-hole golf 
course – Mon 19 to Fri 23 
* Inaugural ‘Magpie Lane Golf 
Tournament’ closing event – Sat 24 Jul 
* Farewells for leavers – Sun 25 Jul 

Bring your accom, food, campfire 
refreshments, humour and lots of 
laughter, and a little energy if you wish 
to be involved in a memorable 
experience and a great time, all for a 
good cause of kicking off BonTR. It’s 
going to be an epic event. Relaxing is 
not taxing it is a must.	

We are very grateful for generous 
donations of white goods, building 
materials and transport costs from 
Apprentices and other ADF veterans, 
helping us achieve our Charter. It will 
be cold, there's unlimited firewood and 
water, and long drop toilets will be 
constructed prior to arrival. If you have 
tools relevant to timber construction, 
bring them along for your own use. 

For this event we are hosting a 14-year-
old boy, Woody, from Gatton, a keen 
footballer, heading down a rough track 
at school. He is aware that he will be 
hanging with some crusty old and not 
so old Appies to gain a new perspective 
on his future possibilities. 

I'm proposing that Woody camps under 
canvas in a swag on a shearer’s 
stretcher and is invited to share your 
generous hospitality for meals apart 
from breakfast. It's not compulsory of 
course – nothing on BonTR is – but it 
would be good for him to share your 
life experiences. 

Further 
updates 
soon with 
maps. 

We look 
forward to 
seeing you 
at BonTR.  

Here is 24th 
Sparky Tony 
McMahon in 
residence at his well-appointed camp. 

Events reports 

ACT Region Lunch, 3 March 2021 
By Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, ACT Regional Rep, 
news@austarmyapprentice.org 

Another great turnout, with 15 Apprentices and five partners. 
Welcome back to Pete Davey, 26th VM who has recovered from a 
bout of pneumonia. 

Unfortunately, however, this time Ian McLean, 22A Musician 
couldn’t be there due to having a heart test on the day and he has a 
procedure due in early May. Our thoughts are with you Ian. 

The next event will be on 16 June 2021, at 1200 at the Ainslie FC. 
Please let me know if you intend to be there. 

Upcoming events (COVID-19-dependent) 

ACT Region June Lunch, Wednesday 16 Jun 2021, 1200 
Contact Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, ACT Regional Rep, 
news@austarmyapprentice.org 

40th Intake Reunion, Brisbane - postponed (again) 
From Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter, AAAA Vice-President, 
vice_president@austarmyapprentice.org 

The reunion committee met on 3 February to discuss the viability 
and likelihood of the reunion going ahead on the proposed dates of 
14-15 May 2021. After much discussion the decision was made to 
again postpone this event. 

With regard to rescheduling the event, the committee still intends to 
do so as soon as it is viable however, at this stage we are unable to 
nominate a new date for obvious reasons. The agreed plan is to 
monitor the progress of the newly released vaccine that seeks to 
mitigate the risk of spreading the virus and when it is clear that it is 
completely under control and the risk has abated we will meet again 
to set a new date. 

Our hope is still to hold the event this year. Thanks for your 
understanding. 
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FNQ all intakes get-together, Sat, 
26 Jun 2021, Red Beret Hotel Cairns 
By Julian Kirkwood, 39th Carpenter & Joiner, 
via Facebook (Army Apprentices are the 
cream of Australia’s Youth) 

Dan McCall (31st P&G), and myself have 
mumbled for a while now about a get 
together in Cairns. So rough plan of 
attack is on and around last weekend in 
June, with a meal planned for Saturday 
evening the 26th of June at Red Beret 
Hotel. Perhaps just a maybe for now 
[via Facebook] and we can firm things 
up down the track. 

Association Committee meeting, 
1030, 3 July 2021, Kirribilli 
Please forward any requests for Committee 
consideration to 
secretary@austarmyapprentice.org 

SA All Intakes Reunion, 1200, 7 
August 2021, Largs Bay RSL 
Contact Michael Thompson, 26th VM - let 
him know via Facebook (Army Apprentices 
are the Cream of Australia’s Youth, 13 
January 2021) 

26th Intake 50th Anniversary 
Celebration - Back to Balcs - 
TBA September 2021 
By Alan Harmer, 26th VM (via Facebook) in 
February 2020 and updated by Michael 
Thompson in February 2021 

The date has changed to September 
2021 - no further details are available. 

AAAA AGM, 23 October 2021, 
Kirribilli Club 
Please forward any suggestions for Agenda 
items to: 
secretary@austarmyapprentice.org 

RAEME Get Together, 
24 to 28 February 2022 
By Dave Roberts, Facebook 6 March 2021 

“Plan your holiday for next year. We’ve 
booked back into Bjelke-Petersen Dam. 
I have a blanket booking for 50 
powered sites plus all cabins and villas. 
Over 20 powered sites are already 

booked; only 3 cabins remain and 2 villas. If you intend to attend in 
2022, to ensure a site, please make a booking asap with only 1 night 
deposit required. All bookings need to be made and confirmed by 
the end of December 2021. After that any remaining sites will be 
allocated to the public. Ensure you mention "RAEME Get Together" 
when booking. More details to follow as things get put into place. 
https://www.yallakoolpark.com.au/ Phone: (07) 4168 4746. 

27th Intake Back to Balc’s 50th reunion – 4 to 6 March 2022 
https://www.27thappies.org; 27thappies@gmail.com 

From Phil Edwards, 27th ET, via Facebook 

“For the 27th Intake … here is the detailed plan for 2022 - our 50th.” 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/armyapprenticesarethrcreamofaustrali
anyouth/permalink/10158521011247732 

Join the 27th Facebook Group here: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/197584093592554/?ref=share 

From Nick Klay, 27th ET, nick@nklay.com 

“Not only are we looking to publicise our reunion; we negotiated 
some good concessions that as per below, their management is 
happy to extend to other intakes should they be interested. The 27th 
are doing both a cocktail party on the Friday evening, and a banquet 
dinner on the Saturday whilst using a registration area at their 
nearby Steeples pub. Ash, their GM is more than happy to be 
contacted directly, as am I.” 

From Lutz Preusche, 27th ET rep, via Facebook Army Apprentices are the 
Cream of Australia’s Youth 

“If you are a 27th ET and plan on coming to the reunion, message me 
and let me know; if you don’t plan to come, let me know as well (so 
we can change your mind). If you have contact details for any ET’s 
also let me know so we can invite them.” 

Mornington Racecourse offer 
From Ashley Robertson, General Manager – Mornington, Melbourne Racing 
Club to Nick Klay, 27th ET, Reunion Committee 

“We look forward to hosting your two events in a back to Balcombe 
reunion next year. Following on from our discussions we would 
welcome the opportunity of sharing the Mornington Racecourse with 
your colleagues, including passing on the same concessions and using 
your agreement as a template. 

Understanding reunions can be difficult to predict attendances, we 
would again offer delayed and reduced deposits (of 10% normally 
20%) to give committees time getting an idea of numbers and 
collecting funds. 

There is no room hire fee for most events, and AV equipment 
inclusive of TV’s, lectern, microphone and PA system is a no cost 
inclusion.  Also, we would defer any function even if we were allowed 
to operate normally, if then interstate travel restrictions apply due to 
the pandemic. 
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We offer a range of room sizes and 
menus to cater for a wide variety of 
budgets and types of functions, from 
BBQ’s to cocktail parties, to banquets. 

Please refer all enquiries to me; they 
will be in good hands. Kind regards” 

Letters to the Editor 

From Pat Marley, 13th (upgraded to 
12th) Elec Fitter 

“Hi Jeff, thanks for the Aust Army Appy 
Newsletter. 

Sad to see the ‘Vale’ notice for Bill 
Cameron (12th C&J). When Bill visited 
Melbourne we always met up for a 
coffee & chat. Bill had been in poor 
condition for a while. Of course, we 12th 
are all around 80 now. I have added Bill 
to the ‘Vale’ page of my 12th Intake 
website: 
http://www.12th.patmar.net.au/html/vale
_12th.html 

Interested to see me mentioned as 
being the only ‘tradie’ Appy up-classed. 
The reason was that I had completed 
the 1st year of a civvy EF apprenticeship. 
Also, as for Mace Oval, etc – Ron 
Bridgman, 6th Intake Elec Mech who 
was an Instructor at Balcombe in 1958-
59, wrote the attached ‘Balcombe 
Revisited’ [see later – Ed] that he wrote 
in 2002. He included a description of 
Mick Mace and his Oval. Ron is happy 
for it to be distributed. 
Ron and I were TAFE teaching 
colleagues for many years – indeed Ron 
was my boss (Head of Dept), and I 
succeeded him as Head of Dept when 
he moved to the college Academic 
Administrator role. Ron and I were also 
were seconded together in Statewide 
program coordination roles with TAFE 
Victoria in the 1980s. Best wishes, Pat 
Marley” 

From Steve Cartner, 14th Elec Fitter 

“Hi Jeff, 

I forgot to reply earlier, but thanks for 
the good work you and your team are 

doing in producing the Newsletter. There is always something of 
interest and I pass it on to all the WA 14th Appys. 

Regards, Steve Cartner” 

From Peter Andrews, 7th Carpenter & Joiner 

“Dear Jeff, 
Every time you post me a copy of The Apprentice About there is 
included a covering letter the first paragraph of which states, ‘you 
requested a hard copy even though we have a current email address 
for you.’ 
Every time I am left feeling guilty because I know that each edition 
must cost the AAAA about $3.00 per copy so I have enclosed a 
cheque for twenty dollars that should cover me until 2022 and if I am 
still around after that we will have to see! 
My reason for requesting a hard copy is because I value each copy 
very highly and as I am almost computer illiterate I don’t want to 
take the chance of stuffing up my chances of getting each copy as 
they fall due. Please continue to send me a ‘proper’ copy; thanks. 
Yours very sincerely, Peter Andrews” 

Thanks for your letter and donation Peter. It’s no problem sending 
hard copies to those who need them. You’re not the only one! And 
we look forward to sending you more editions after 2022! Ed 

Merchandise 
Contact Treasurer: merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org 
Shop: https://austarmyapprentice.org/shop/ 

 PRICE POSTAGE 
• 2013 Balcombe Commemoration DVD ............................... $10.00 ...... $10.00 
• 60th Anniversary DVD .......................................................... $10.00 ...... $10.00 
• 70th Reunion Stubby Holder .................................................. $5.00 ........ $5.00 
• AAS Cloth Badge Balcombe or Bonegilla:  Large ................ $25.00 ........ $3.50 

     Small – 100mm X 70mm ................................................. $20.00 ........ $3.50 
• AAS Flag (Original Badge) .................................................. $175.00 ...... $14.00 
• Association Items: 

     Cap .................................................................................. $20.00 ...... $10.00 
     Car Sticker ......................................................................... $5.00 ........ $1.50 
     Lapel Badge ..................................................................... $10.00 ........ $3.50 
     Name Badges: PROMOTION (see Note 1 below): .......... $16.50 ........ $3.50 
         with 70th Anniversary Reunion Photo Card ................. $30.00 ........ $3.50 
         with Key Ring ............................................................... $30.00 ........ $3.50 
     Tie ................................................................................... $25.00 ...... $10.00 

• Baseball Cap (AAS Badge) .................................................... $12.50 ...... $14.00 
• DVD – 1998 50th Anniversary Video .................................... $10.00 ...... $10.00 
• Key Ring (Association Badge):  

     (see PROMOTION above & Note 2 below) ..................... $20.00 ........ $3.50 
• Plaque (Association or School Badge) ................................. $65.00 ...... $14.00 
• Polo Shirt (M, L, XL, 2XL,3XL, 4XL) ....................................... $35.00 ...... $14.00 
• Reunion Cap (70th) ............................................................... $15.00 ...... $14.00 
• Reunion Photo Card (see PROMOTION above) .................. $16.50 ........ $3.50 
• SPAASSM Collection DVD .................................................... $25.00 ...... $10.00 
• Stubby Holder (AAS Badge) ................................................... $5.00 ........ $5.00 
• Balcombe Sketches (2 sets left) ........................................... $10.00 ...... $14.00 
Notes: 1. For Name Badges, include preferred (first) name, & Intake/Class. 
2. Before ordering Key Rings, ask if a number you are interested in is 
available. 
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SPAASSM 

February 2021 competition solution 

After the dearth of responses to the 
previous Newsletter’s competition, the 
question this time was met with 
(comparatively) a huge response! 
There were seven correct responses 
(with Kevin Graham, 7th Plumber & 
Gasfitter providing the first), plus seven 
incorrect responses. The two trades 
discontinued in the early 1970s were: 
Bricklayer with the 24th Intake being 
the last in 1970, and Blacksmith with 
the 25th Intake the last in 1971. 

 
SPAASSM PhI Image 00705 

The incorrect responses included: 

• Musician (offered from 1951-1982) 
• Architectural Draughtsman 

(offered only in 1955 and 1956) 
• Telecom Mechanic (retitled Radio 

Mechanic in 1954 & from 1956-71) 
• Radio Mechanic (retitled 

Electronics Tradesman from 1972) 
Note: In 1956-57, those graduating 
to RA Sigs were “Radio Mechanics”, 
whilst those who went to RAEME 
became “Wireless Mechanics 
(Field)”. 

Other trades offered on enlistment: 

• Fitter & Turner (retitled Fitter 
Maintenance from 1971-1975) 

• Vehicle Mechanic (retitled Motor 
Mechanic from 1976 - the 1st Intake 
also enlisted as Motor Mechanics) 

• Electrician (Vehicle and Plant) 
(retitled Electrical Fitter from 1957) 

• Electrician (Construction) (retitled 
Electrical Mechanic from 1957) 

• Plumber (retitled Plumber and Gasfitter from 1973, except 1975) 
• Carpenter & Joiner (the only trade offered without change) 
• Welder (ceased from mid-1951) 
• Clerk (offered from 1955-1964). 

May 2021 competition 

This edition’s question is, “On what date was the Army TAFE 
granted the Freedom of the Town of Corowa?” 

The first person who provides the correct answer will win a copy of 
the SPAASSM DVD. 

Send your answers to: news@austarmyapprentice.org 

From the Web 

AAAA Website update 

The Committee has been hard at work over the last six months 
tidying and updating the Web site. If you haven’t been there for a 
while, check it out here – https://austarmyapprentice.org 

Some of the “ABOUT” (https://austarmyapprentice.org/about/) 
documents have been updated and there is work in progress on 
others. Below are some other highlights: 

AAAA Photos page 

 
The Association’s Website includes a photos page, which provides a 
facility for all Apprentices to provide for loading photos that they 
feel are of interest to others and/or for historical purposes. The 
photos are stored on Dropbox, accessible as shown above. 

Apprentices don’t need to be members of the Association to either 
view the photos or to provide photos for loading. 

So what’s been loaded so far? There are currently 53 folders, 
including photos ranging from intakes, anniversaries, reunions, the 
Apprentice Roll of Honour Bonegilla, Freedom of the City, Balcombe 
Grammar School, and SPAASSM. Most intakes are covered, however, 
missing are the 3rd, 5th, 6th, 29th, 42nd, 47th, 48th and 49th. 
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The Apprentice Roll of Honour 
Bonegilla folder contains nine photos 
provided by Glenn Johnston, 34th 
Plumber & Gasfitter. 

Images include the Chapel of St Peter 
and, at the flagpole, the plaque 
commemorating the graduates of the 
Army Apprentices School who died on 
active service. A replica of this plaque 
(which was originally part of the 
RAEME Memorial and was given by 
RAEME to the Association) is located at 
the Army Apprentices Memorial at 
Bandiana, and the contents are copied 
on the AAAA Website on the Honour 
Board - 
https://austarmyapprentice.org/honou
r-board/ 

 
Chapel of St Peter, Bonegilla 

The SPAASSM folder is limited to just a 
few photos of the Project team and a 
couple of samples. A DVD with low 
resolution copies of the SPAASSM 
collection may be obtained via the 
Merchandise page - 
https://austarmyapprentice.org/shop/. 

In the SPAASSM DVD INDEX folder is a 
PDF document that contains a detailed 
list of the contents of the SPAASSM 
collection DVD. Input to improve on 
this index is welcomed. 

For the 50th Intake 25th Anniversary 
Reunion folder, go to 
https://austarmyapprentice.org/photos/ 
then View Photos, then “50th Intake”. 

There are three photos and the 
following in a PDF, copied in full here: 

“Following is the 50th Intake 25th 
Anniversary Reunion Speech by WO1 
Wayne Davis 50th Intake Organiser. 

(Due to the Covid-19 pandemic the reunion was cancelled however a 
substantially downsized ceremony to unveil the 50th Intakes corner 
within the Army Apprentices Section of the Army Museum Bandiana 
still occurred with the assistance of Museum Curator Dave West (33rd 
ET). The unveiling was witnessed by Frank de Waard (50th EF) and 
Sonia Lyons (50th MM) – photo at right). 

On 16 Dec 1994, one month before our enlistment, the Chief of 
General staff [now known as Chief of Army] (MAJGEN J.P Stevens), 
signed off on an instruction that determined Army’s requirement to 
attract suitable candidates to undertake training as Apprentices was 
no longer viable; as a trend not restricted to Army alone, but a 
general change in society and the other services at that time – in 
short kids were staying in High School longer. 

To address this shortfall and be able to attract candidates from a 
larger demographic, merging the Apprentice Scheme with the Adult 
Trade Scheme and adopting a single model for the conduct of 
technical training would be introduced – that model was to be known 
as the Army Technical and Trade Scheme. 

So what was to be done with the 112 successful applicants from the 
1994 Apprentice recruiting campaign? 

The 45 Queenslanders, 22 New South Welshmen, 18 Victorians, 16 
South Australians, 6 Western Australian, 4 Taswegians and 1 
Territorian that all boarded transport from their home locations on 
the 16 Jan 1995 and arrived at the Army College of TAFE Latchford 
Barracks, Bonegilla, Victoria. As the last large intake of mixed Trade - 
Apprentice enlistee, a measure designed to specifically to achieve 
transition to the Army Technician Scheme within its first year. 
Thereafter, applicants would be recruited in groups batched by trade. 

8 of these didn’t finish their chosen trade training, 
6 ETs decided to trade transfer to Avionics, 
7 others went on to Commission as Officers, 
8 continue to serve today. 
And 2 have passed, Aaron Wiltshire and Eric Fuller. 

 
L-R: Frank de Waard, Sonia Lyons and Wayne Davis 
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Whether you served a short time or a 
long time, we all had a common 
introduction into service life and now, 
25 years on, we have finally been 
officially recognised as the intake that 
was used to enable the transition 
between Apprentices and Trainees. 

I’d like to thank Mr Dave West 
(Museum Curator) and Mr Keith Lowe 
(President of the Army Apprentices 
Association) for allowing us to have our 
part in this chapter of Army history 
recognised and preserved; as the 
‘transitional intake’ - the 50th ‘Ghost’ 
Apprentice Intake and the First Intake 
under ATTS. 

The inscription reads; 

1st Intake ATTS 
(50th Apprentice Enlistees) 

With the modernisation of Technical 
Trade training within Army and the 

ceasing of the Army Apprentice 
Scheme, the Army Technical & Trades 

Scheme (ATTS) was formed. 

On 16 January 1995, 112 Apprentice 
enlistees and trainees occupied the A 

COY Lines Army College of TAFE, 
Latchford Barracks, Bonegilla, to 

commence basic military training prior 
to commencing their trade training. 

This plaque dedicates the 25th 
Anniversary of the raising of the First 

Platoons under the ATTS 

**************** 

WO1 Wayne Davis, 
(50th Electrical Fitter) 
Bandiana 11th April 2020” 

AAAA Membership renewal 

Members attempting to renew their 
Association memberships are advised 
to “Please login to your account and 
renew or upgrade your account from 
the ‘Edit Profile’ menu”, but some can’t 
see this menu. 

The actual menu item is titled 
“Edit Profile/Renew Membership” but 

that may not be visible on your device, especially if it has a small 
screen (eg an iPhone). You may instead see a screen like this. 

 
Tap or click on the small menu icon ( ) on the left, and you should 
then see a screen as shown below. The “Edit Profile/Renew 
Membership” menu option will be as shown in red font. 

 
This menu then provides four further options: Subscriptions, Edit 
Profile, Payments, and Logout. 

Other Web and Facebook pages 

Army Apprentice Nomads 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/729753050534713/?ref=share. 
This Group was created on 3 March 2017. “If you are an Ex-Army 
Apprentice or you have an association with the Army Apprentices 
School and you enjoy Camping, Glamping or Caravanning either full 
time or casually this is the group for you! When posting or replying to 
a post please sign your post with your intake and trade.” 

RAAF Apprentices Association 

https://www.raafapprentices.com.au/about 

“The RAAF Apprentices Association is the new name for the old Blue 
Triangle Association which has been running for many years. 

The Blue Triangle name came from the Blue Triangle patch that was 
worn by the early apprentice intakes. Unfortunately most Intakes 
were not aware of this patch such that the Blue Triangle Association 
was not recognised as representing RAAF Apprentices.” 

CHEAL’S MUSEUM of RAAF Memorabilia 

This site (http://www.chealsmuseum.com/441756136) includes 
images of the RAAF Apprentices’ “blue triangle” mentioned above. 
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“I have always been interested in 
Australian History and Australia’s 
Military History and started collecting 
Militaria in High School. As most 
collectors do, I had a bit of this and a 
bit of that, so in 1974 I decided to 
concentrate on all things RAAF. 

Over the ensuing years I have built up a 
reasonable collection of RAAF items 
ranging from pre war to current day. 
From aircraft parts to uniforms and 
everything in between.” 

History 

Book – Fred & Me – Blown up at 
Gallipoli 
From Victor Bibby, 13th Elec Mech 

“Another Covid year stretches ahead of 
us, and I start it hoping it won’t be like 
the last by launching my latest book. 

It had been in the mill for a couple or 
so years and I decided to re-write some 
of the chapters while sitting by our 
son's bedside in his rehab hospital after 
his life-changing accident very early in 
2020. It was a horrible year that 
changed our family much more than 
just living through a Covid pandemic. 

Our son's courage and perseverance 
adjusting to life in a wheelchair was an 
inspiration to all around him. It was 
that courage and perseverance that got 
him out of rehab early before our first 
serious lockdown. His courage also 
inspired me to complete the book. 

So, the story in my book has more 
meaning to me now than just a tale 
about my early life in care, and my 
father after Gallipoli and his 'Walter 
Mitty'-like life in England until he 
returned to Australia, I believe, as a 
broken man. 

It is not a sob story, and it may even 
make you smile. Finishing it was a form 
of therapy for me. For some maybe, 
reading it could be likened to having a 
Covid vaccination, but one for the soul 

– wounded like Fred’s in the book and ours during the past terrible 
year. 

As I write early in the book – "it only had to be better than his life so 
far" – a mantra I have held since I left Swan Homes for Children at 16 
to start my working life and still believe. So, get the book and read 
on! You can get it here: 
http://www.vividpublishing.com.au/fredandme/ 

If you are local and want a signed copy at $20 plus postage, contact 
me [on Facebook] or through my Website at: http://raubgold.com 
“Contact page”. And please share this so others get a chance to have 
their soul vaccinated as well. Perhaps tell the world about this little 
story which is shameless promotion I know but isn't that what this 
medium [Facebook] is all about … even though I did tell you about 
one of my family, at least I didn't tell you what I had for dinner last 
night and my likes and dislikes and what I made during lockdown, 
apart from this book of course, and etc in this crazy-like world we 
live in now. Watch the movie [on Facebook] to see images of stories 
in the book. 

And lastly a thank you to the brilliant medicos who helped us out 
with words or otherwise during that year gone by.” 

Word search – what brought us all together? 

Just for something different – no prizes. If you can’t or don’t want to 
print it, as Apprentices, you should be able to work out how to do it 
on your device. If you can’t, I hope you can find someone not born in 
the last century to assist! The remaining, unmarked letters will spell 
out the answer. Words go across or down. Solution next issue. 

Albury Donga Metal trades PTI 
Balcombe Drawing Mornington Radio 
Banner Drill Mt Martha Rank 
Battledress Electrical Musician Runners 
Bonegilla Guard duty Obstacle course Uniform 
Boots Gymnasium Parade Vehicle 
Carpenters Lessons Plumbing Wodonga 

 
M T M A R T H A A P A R A D E 
E L E C T R I C A L D R I L L 
D O B S T A C L E C O U R S E 
O U N I F O R M G L M P G R M 
N V E H I C L E Y E O L U Y R 
G A P P R E N T M S R U A C U 
A M U S I C I A N S N M R A N 
B O N E G I L L A O I B D R N 
W O D O N G A T S N N I D P E 
D R A W I N G R I S G N U E R 
B A N N E R T A U P T G T N S 
I C R A D I O D M T O E Y T R 
B A L C O M B E S I N C H E A 
E A L B U R Y S B O O T S R N 
B A T T L E D R E S S M E S K 
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Balcombe Revisited – An 
Apprentice Looks Back 
By Ron Bridgman, 6th Intake Elec Mech, 12 
August 2002 

Thanks to Pat Marley, the document 
mentioned earlier, “Balcombe Revisited 
- An Apprentice Looks Back”, is 
available. [For a copy, email me. Ed] 

Ron starts by writing: “Something 
compelled me to return to Balcombe 
exactly forty-eight years to the day of 
my enlistment in the Regular Army. 
Similar to other fifteen-year-olds, I had 
entered Balcombe in 1951 and spent 
three years of my formative life as an 
apprentice. The Army Apprentices’ 
School had functioned from mid 1948 
until its closure in December 1982. 
During those years over 3000 
apprentices graduated from the school 
and served in the Army initially as 
soldier tradesmen. Many stayed on in 
the service of the Queen and country 
until retirement age. A total of ten had 
been killed whilst on active service. 
Those who returned to civilian life had 
the necessary skills to be assimilated 
and successful in chosen careers.” 

Ron had visited the Memorial Gates, 
the Parade Ground, Mace Oval, and the 
new housing estate that had replaced 
the “Trade wings, education facilities, 
School Headquarters, canteens, 
messes, ANZAC Hall, gymnasium, the 
YMCA recreation centre, post office, 
garrison Chapel, quartermaster stores, 
armouries, guardhouse and barracks”, 
reflecting on his time at Balcombe. 

He mentions that the poor state of the 
old site inspired him to write to the 
Minister [for] Defence but, initially, not 
a lot appears to have come from that. 

On the other hand, after involvement 
of the 6th Intake and representatives 
from the Mornington Peninsula Shire 
“On the 17 February 2001 an unveiling 
ceremony at Balcombe took place. A 
number of dignitaries were present 
including, the Mayor, Shire officers, Mr. 

Reith, Minister for Defence, who was also the local MHR. There were 
senior representatives from the Army, and a military band. Two ex-
apprentices, Colonel Jack Wilson and Lt Colonel K.T. Thomas, a first 
intake apprentice, both gave excellent addresses.” 

Two plaques were unveiled: one, photographed in Ron’s document, 
is still outside the Gates; the other smaller one, which was on a large 
rock near the Oval entrance, no longer exists. It was removed during 
the Back to Balcombe event in 2013. In 2017, the AAAA unveiled a 
replacement “Mace Oval” plaque, featured in TAA in August 2018. 

Army Museum Bandiana 

Access 

Access to the Museum, at Gaza Ridge Barracks, South Bandiana, VIC 
3694, is currently restricted due to Covid-19 so, if you wish to visit, 
please contact the Museum. And, of course, access is also restricted 
due to the Museum being on a Defence base. 

The Museum can be contacted by phone (02) 6055 2525, or email 
bandiana.museum@defence.gov.au 

Museum shop 

The Museum shop has plenty of items for sale including “corps 
memorabilia such as plaques, ties, cups and mugs, caps, stubby 
holders”, and (eg) envelopes with an image of the presentation of 
the Prince Philip Banner to the Corps of Royal Australian Electrical 
and Mechanical Engineers 
for 50 cents each. 

To find out if what you 
would like is available, 
simply contact the Museum. 

The book “From Boy to 
Soldier – A View of the Army 
Apprentice Scheme 1948 to 
1998”, by the late Sid 
Cheesman AM, 4th VM is 
also available for $50.00. 

It was published by the 
Army Apprentice History 
Committee – NSW to 
“compile a book detailing 
the background, the 
traditions and the training 
that Army Apprentices 
underwent in their years at 
Balcombe and Bonegilla.” 

The over 50 colour and 150 black and white images over 178 pages 
are filled with information and details about the three major stages 
of the life of the Army Apprentices School: Balcombe, Bonegilla, and 
the Army College of TAFE. 
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Our Committee 
Patron 

MAJGEN Andrew Freeman AM, 40th Elec Fitter 

Office Bearers 

President Keith Lowe, 22nd Fitter & Turner 
Vice-president Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter 
Secretary Greg Wadley, 41st ET 
Treasurer Richard Pike, 21st Veh Mech 

Committee Members 

Membership Secretary Vacant 
Welfare Officer Barry Minster OAM, 20th Radio Mech 
Public Officer Ray Wilson, 15th Plumber 
Heritage Officer Lutz Preusche, 27th ET 

Ordinary Committee Members 

1. Newsletter Editor Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, 
Life Member 
2. Committee Member Bob Clarke, 22nd Veh Mech 
3. Social Media Vacant  
4. Merchandise Officer Vacant 
5. Asst Secretary George Stockwell, 19th Radio Mech 
6. Committee Member Wayne Davis, 50th Elec Fitter 

http://austarmyapprentice.org/about/committee/ 

Regional Representatives 

WA Bob Coventry, 22nd Radio Mech 
NT Rod Perkins, 24th Fitter & Turner 
N Qld Vacant 
S Qld Brian Daley OAM, 14th Veh Mech, Life Member 
NSW Richard Pike, 21st Veh Mech 
ACT Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, Life Member 
Vic Metro, S Vic and Central Vic all Vacant 
N Vic Rob Minato, 31st ET 
Tas Trevor Smith, 22nd Fitter & Turner 
SA Michael Thompson, 26th Veh Mech 
We need all these positions filled, so come on, it’s not 
onerous, and a fun way to help your Appy brothers 
and sisters maintain contact! If you’d prefer to 
represent another region (eg N WA, Eyre Peninsula or 
Far West NSW perhaps), let the Committee know and 
it will be considered. 

Appointees 

Legal Adviser Rod Perkins, 24th Fitter & Turner 
Auditor Gary Lancaster, 22nd Fitter & Turner 
Honorary Trustee Jim Hislop OAM, 9th Fitter & Turner 

Chaplain/s to be confirmed 

Contributions to The Apprentice About 
The Apprentice About (TAA) is published quarterly (in February, May, August and November). 

Submissions for the August 2021 
edition close on 15 July 2021. 

If you have any contributions 
(which would be greatly 
appreciated) please email them 
to the Editor at 
news@austarmyapprentice.org 
or send them by mail to the 
address at the top. 

 
SPAASSM PhI Image 04396 – does anybody know what this event was? 

We are still particularly 
interested in articles about 

Bonegilla, from the ‘80s and 
‘90s. 

Disclaimer 
Information, views and opinions expressed in “The Apprentice About” originate from many different sources and 
contributors throughout our membership. 

Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reflect the views and opinions of the AAAA. 


