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From the President
By Keith Lowe, 22nd Fitter & Turner, President AAAA president@austarmyapprentice.org, 18 October 2021

Members, as I write this report, our Association has just held our 2021 Annual General Meeting which again this
year was held at the Kirribilli Club in Sydney for those permitted to travel and met the other Covid protocols NSW
Health insisted upon. For those unable to travel and wished to participate, they were able to join us via Zoom.
Disappointingly, with our Membership approaching 1,000 very few chose to participate. To those who did, I
extend my appreciation and that includes those who took the time to submit an apology.
Elections for some Committee positions in accordance with our Constitution were a requirement again this year
and it is my pleasure to welcome Graeme Smail our new Membership Secretary and John Culbert as a Committee
Member to the crew. Bob Clarke and Wayne Davis were returned for a further two years as was I.
Unfortunately, we have yet to find a new Secretary to replace Greg Wadley however Greg has offered to assist
until the end of the year. Whilst we have not yet filled the position, there have been some enquiries as to what is
involved, how much time will it take etc. I remain hopeful.
More information including Committee Reports can be found on our Website under the heading Notices.
Recently I came across an article in a publication referencing Bale Defence. Bob Bale, a 24th Intake Fitter and
Turner, when he discharged as a Craftsman in 1978 after completing his 9-year engagement, returned to his
hometown of Port Macquarie on the Mid-north Coast of NSW and started his own engineering workshop. Since
then, business has grown as has work for the ADF undertaking repair work, development of equipment
improvements and some new specialised products, the latter leading to the very recent award of an over $8
million contract for the supply of 40 RTV DA Rough Terrain Vehicles. The earlier model has produced export sales
and apparently this platform is rated up with the best in the Special Forces community. More information will be
available in due course. Congratulations Bob and your team on your success and importantly your contribution to
manufacturing in Australia. It is becoming more and more important that we become more self-reliant.
I appreciate there are
other Apprentices who
have or are achieving
great things in the
business world, and I
would appreciate hearing
from you so we can give
you due recognition also.

Above: Unit RTV DA

Above: Loading for air deployment

Until next time please
stay safe and well. All the
best.

PS from the President, 23 October 2021
It gives me much pleasure to advise that Steve Doudle, 25th Intake VM has accepted the position of Association
Secretary following a unanimous vote in favour of his appointment by the Committee who became effective from
our AGM last Saturday 16 Oct 2021. I am sure you will all wish Steve well in this important Association position.
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Apprentices in the news
Joint Warfighting Assessment - Fort Carson – Colorado WO1 Mick Patman, 46th Fitter & Turner
Sourced from RAQ Friday Files, images and article courtesy of Defence

The 7th Combat Brigade, along
with other supporting elements
from the Australian Army,
deployed to Fort Carson in
Colorado, USA, to participate in
the Joint Warfighting Assessment
2021 (JWA 21).

Above: The 14th Sustainment Brigade conducts a capability brief for their M88
Hercules Recovery Vehicle to soldiers from the Australian, British and Canadian
Armies during JWA 21 at Fort Carson, Colorado

JWA 21 comprised of forces from
the United States Army, British
Army and Canadian Army who
took part in the combined forces
simulated training exercise.
The exercise provided the
Australian Army a means to
achieve training readiness, future
force development, and
interoperability with its
multinational partners, featuring
live and constructive elements.
JWA 21 assisted the Australian
Army in evaluating emerging
concepts, integrating new
technologies, and promoting
interoperability between
Australia’s multinational
partners.

Above left: WO1 Mick Patman [46th Fitter & Turner] from the 7th Combat Brigade, and a Sergeant Major from the British
Army visit the 14th Sustainment Brigade while deployed on JWA 21 at Fort Carson, Colorado
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Fifty years’ long service – SSGT Graeme John Curran, 26th Intake Musician
From the Army Newspaper, 30 September 2021, we learn that Graeme has completed 50years’ service and was recently awarded his 50-year, long service award, a third Federation
Star for his Long Service Medal. He served 22 years in the Regular Army and then transferred
to the Army Reserve. He is currently serving with the Australian Army Band Tasmania.
He was presented with the award by Brigadier Chris Smith, Director General Land Operations
at a dining-in night for the Band Corps’ 53rd Birthday. Source – Army Newspaper

Head of Australian Defence Staff Visits DTRA – USA
Below: Image and Article from RAQ Friday Files (Courtesy of Defense Threat Reduction Agency's (DTRA))

DTRA’s Dr. Rhys Williams, Director (Acting)
met with Major General Andrew Freeman
AM [40th Elec Fitter, AAAA Patron], Head of
Australian Defense Staff and Defense
Attaché to the United States on October 4.
The meeting was to re-synch and update
US-AUS collaborative efforts in support of
on-going collective CWMD, proliferation
prevention and countering emerging
threat efforts with Australia.
The DTRA enables the Department of
Defense, the United States Government
and International partners to counter and deter weapons of mass destruction and improvised threat networks.
DTRA carries out its mission by providing subject matter expertise and material solutions to Combatant
Commanders and military Services across a number of mission areas including the nuclear enterprise, building
partnership capacity, improvised threats, treaties and on-site inspections, and countering threat networks.

Welfare and Vale notices
Contact Barry Minster OAM, 20th RM, welfare@austarmyapprentice.org

The role of the Welfare Officer, supported by the Vice-president and Regional Representatives, includes:
• supporting members in determining their welfare and other Commonwealth and State Government
entitlements by helping them locate the organisations who may assist
NOTE: it is not the intention to duplicate the services offered by other service associations, but to supplement
them by helping members to locate the associations that may assist.
• liaison with similar service bodies (e.g. RSL, Vietnam Veterans Federation, Vietnam Veterans Association of
Australia, Totally and Permanently Incapacitated Association) on welfare matters
• on the advice of the death of a member, ensure that information is correct, ensure that the NOK is being
cared for and send condolences, and advise the Secretary of updates required on the Website
• on advice of a member in hospital, sick or otherwise indisposed, arrange a visit from a member to ensure
his/her welfare.

Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide
The Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide was established on 8 July 2021. The Terms of Reference
are available at https://defenceveteransuicide.royalcommission.gov.au. The Royal Commissioners are required to
produce an interim report by 11 August 2022 and a final report by 15 June 2023.

Open Arms – Veterans & Families Counselling https://www.openarms.gov.au
Open Arms was founded by Vietnam Veterans but is now for all veterans and families, offering face-to-face,
telephone and online counselling. For more about the free, confidential 24-hour service, call 1800 011 046.
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Vale VX700327, 337713 Maxwell Bruce TINKLER AM, COL (RETD)

Many RAEME Apprentices would have known “Uncle” Max Tinkler, who passed away
on 26 Sep 2021, aged 91. He served in many command, staff, training, technical and
operational appointments in RAEME (including SVN as OC 102 Fd Wksp from Mar 1968
to Feb 1969) over 30 years, retiring as DDEME on 21 Jul 1985. He was appointed a
Member of the Order of Australia in 1983 for “service to the Australian Army,
particularly in the field of equipment maintenance.” Right: Max is presented with his AM
by Governor-General, Sir Ninian Stephen (source RAEME Craftsman Issue 10, December 1983)

This edition’s Vale summary (includes some historical entries)
Intake
27
2
5
1
31 (32)
28
17
34
6
49
25
12

Reg No
62402
18500
48511
1793
211623
222752
18765
321540
342545
2805552
45476
243036

Name
Peter George DAVEY
Frederick Colin LIEBKE
John Bernard DECELIS
James Arnold SOMERFIELD
Geoffrey Alan CLEWS
Leonard Stanley BREWER
Noel Charles PERKINS
Aaron John CONNOLLY
Neville Edward FLANAGAN
John Robert CAREY
John Hugh Wayne McPHAIL
Brian Herbert SEYMOUR

Trade
Vehicle Mechanic
DNG
DNG
Electrician – DNG
Motor Mechanic
Electrical Mechanic – DNG
Vehicle Mechanic
Motor Mechanic
Electrician
Carpenter & Joiner
Vehicle Mechanic
Vehicle Mechanic

Passed away
20 Nov 1998
19 Dec 2013
5 Jul 2018
7 Oct 2018
4 May 2021
6 Aug 2021
16 Aug 2021
29 Sep 2021
6 Oct 2021
6 Oct 2021
10 Oct 2021
27 Oct 2021

Events reports
AAAA AGM, Sat 16 Oct 2021

Visit the Members Home Page on the Website https://austarmyapprentice.org and look under Meeting Minutes.

Upcoming events – AAAA
NSW Appies Xmas get-together, Kirribilli Club, Saturday 20 November 2021, 1200
Food & drinks available at members’ expense. Don’t forget to bring your partner.

Tassie Appies annual catch-up, Saturday, 20 November 2021, Central Highlands Lodge, 1130

Partners and supporters welcome plus any Appy visitors to Tassie. RSVP steveb@bradbuild.com.au before
13 Nov 2021. Accommodation is available if you want to stay. Bring a jacket!

Rotary-wing Aircraft Maintenance School (RAMS), 26 November 2021, Schwartz Barracks, Oakey

RAMS will be hosting an all-ranks mixed dinner for all members of the RAEME Corps, past & present, and their
families in the RAMS Main Hangar to celebrate the life of RAEME Colonel-in-Chief, His Royal Highness, Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. The Banner will be present and a local live band has been organised. Cost & Capacity:
$70 pp via TryBooking, this is a ticketed, COVID-safe event, limited to 175 pers. Dress: Officers & SNCOs – Mess
Dress, Other Ranks – 2F or Black Tie, Civilians – Black Tie. Enquiries: email jason.lehmann@defence.gov.au

ACT Region December Lunch, Wed 8 December 2021, 1200

Contact Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, ACT Regional Rep, news@austarmyapprentice.org

37th Class ET & Electrical Trades Reunion, 13-14 January 2022 – (LAST BALCOMBE BOYS)
Contact: Gary Samuels (0414 868 207 / gary.samuels@tpg.com.au)

Mornington Peninsula; Welcome Dinner: 6pm Thu 13 Jan – Frankston; Tour: 10:30am – 4pm Fri 14 Jan –
Balcombe Gates & Board Walk photos, & Mornington Peninsula Brewery Tour/Lunch.

AAAA Committee Meeting, Sat 5th March 2022
Please send any input/requests for agenda items to secretary@austarmyapprentice.org.
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27th Intake Back to Balc’s 50th reunion – 4 to 6 March 2022 https://www.27thappies.org

Email: 27thappies@gmail.com; from Phil Edwards, 27th ET, via Facebook, “… here is the detailed plan…”
https://www.facebook.com/groups/armyapprenticesarethrcreamofaustralianyouth/permalink/10158521011247732
To join - https://www.facebook.com/groups/197584093592554/?ref=share
From Nick Klay, 27th ET, nick@nklay.com, “The 27th are doing both a cocktail party on Friday evening, and a banquet dinner
on Saturday … registration at the Steeples pub.” From Lutz Preusche, 27th ET rep, via Facebook, “If you are a 27th ET and plan
on coming … or if you have contact details for any ET’s, let me know.”

Annual SE QLD Army Apprentice Reunion, Sat 4th June 2022, Kirribilli
Contact: Brian Daley 14th 0412 721 761

Bulimba Bowling Club, Quinn St, Balmoral.

AAAA AGM, Sat 22nd October 2022, Kirribilli

Please send any input/requests for agenda items to secretary@austarmyapprentice.org.

2023 AAAA 75th Anniversary of the commencement of Army Apprenticeships, Albury Wodonga
This will be the Association’s next major event.

Upcoming events/notices – other associations, etc
HQ 1ATF LAD Vietnam

Missing members of the first HQ 1 Australian Task Force LAD who served in 1966/67, contact Maurice Barclay,
mauricebarclay5@gmail.com

RAEME Association Queensland Inc (RAQ) – upcoming events

“The RAQ supports the RAEME National Network … via independent memorial, celebratory, social, fundraising,
sporting and other activities.”
Upcoming events are notified here http://qld.raeme.org.au/index.php/notices/events, and include:
• Sat 6 Nov 2021 – RAQ Nth Qld, serving and ex-serving RAEME personnel and partners, bring a friend or
someone new, from 1230, West End Hotel, Townsville
• Sat 27 Nov 2021 – RAQ FNQ RAEME Birthday Function – Cairns TBA
• Sun 28 Nov 2021 – RAQ All Ranks 79th RAEME Birthday Luncheon
Port Office Hotel Dining Room, Brisbane at 1130 for 1230, Dress – smart casual, ties for gents.
Registrations close 21 Nov, email treasurer@qld.raeme.org.au
• Wed 1 Dec 2021 – 79th RAEME Birthday – Brisbane & Townsville
• Mon 25 Apr 2022 – RAQ Anzac Day Function – Brisbane
• Sat 4 Jun 2022 – SE QLD Apprentice Reunion – Bulimba Bowls Club.

Vietnam Unit Reunions
•
•
•

HQ and HQ Coy 1st Australian Logistic Support Group Workshop, 8-13 November 2021, Lake Hume Discovery
Park, Albury, 33 Boathaven Rd, Ebden VIC 3691. Meet & greet on the 8th, main dinner on the 12th.
Contact Tony Brown, 0428 852736, tony11raye13@bigpond.com.
106 Fd Wksp Lunch, 15 November 2021, Steeples Club, Mornington, arrive 1130, seated 1230, serving 1300.
RSVP by 9 November to Milton Pearson, csm1066869@gmail.com.
HQ 1st Australian Task Force/D&E Platoon, Vung Tau South Vietnam 1966-1972, Canberra 3-7 Mar 2022,
rescheduled from 2020, Capital Country Holiday Park. Commemorative Dinner Sat 5 Mar 2022 at Old
Parliament House (Museum of Australian Democracy), preceded by a memorial service at the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial on Anzac Ave, Canberra. Contact John Verheist, 0437 212121, jeverheist@gmal.com.

WA RAEME Christmas Lunch, Perth, 13 December 2021, Club RSL, St Georges Tce, Perth
Jointly hosted by 14th Intake Balcombe Apprentices & 106 Fd Wksp – partners welcome. RSVP: ASAP or no later
than our Corps birthday, 1 December to either contact: 14th Intake – Steve Cartner, amia@iinet.com.au; or 106 Fd
Wksp – Col Elton (19th), colmagselton@stnet.com.au. We will be on the first floor with lift access.
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Nth Qld Sapper Association Monthly Meeting, Sunday 7 Nov 2021, Thuringowa RSL
From a Facebook post by Barry Low, Welfare Officer Nth Qld Sapper Association.

RAEME Get Together, 24 to 28 February 2022
By Dave Roberts, via Facebook (RAEME), 6 March 2021

“We’ve booked back into Bjelke-Petersen Dam [with] a blanket booking for 50 powered sites plus all cabins and
villas. ... to ensure a site, please make a booking asap with only 1 night deposit required. All bookings need to be
made and confirmed by the end of December 2021. … mention "RAEME Get Together" when booking.
Remaining sites will be allocated to the public. Ph: (07) 4168 4746 https://www.yallakoolpark.com.au/.

50th Anniversary of the building of the Lord Howe Island airport, 2024
From Facebook, Win Coles, 23rd Radio Mechanic, 14 October 2021

From Feb to Sep 1974, led by 1 FER, and using RAAC, RAE, RASVY, RASIGS, and RAEME members, the Lord Howe
Island Airport was built. To celebrate the 50th Anniversary, the organisers are putting together a nominal roll to
plan & organise a reunion. If you or anyone you know was involved, please contact gary.barker3@bigpond.com.
This will get you added to the nominal role and keep you in the loop on further developments. This is also being
advertised through Corps channels and Defence-related journals. Please feel free to pass this on to non-Appies
who were involved.
Here is an Australian War Memorial film on the project https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/F04654.
And many readers will remember the grounding of HMS Nottingham, 7 July 2002 on the submerged but wellcharted Wolf Rock, just off Lord Howe Island. The RAAF Hercules aircraft carrying the Navy’s “Australian
Clearance Diver Team One (AUSCDTONE)” and salvage equipment and materials landed at Lord Howe Island
airport less than 12 hours after the grounding of the Nottingham occurred. (Ed)

RA SIGS CERTA CITO 100 – for the long-term planners, 2025
From: https://rasigs.org/?page_id=291

In 2025, RA Sigs will recognise its centenary year with a series of events and activities to commemorate and
celebrate 100 years of the (Royal) Australian Corps of Signals, reflecting on the Corps’ past, present, and future.
Events will be conducted throughout the year by ARA and ARES Signals units across Australia.
The culmination of the Centenary (Certa Cito 100) will occur in November 2025, with major events being planned
for Southeast Queensland, Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne.

SPAASSM Collection
August 2021 competition solution
Question: “For ‘Crab Day’ 1987, which Intake
painted a crab on the obstacle course wall?”

Answer: 41st Intake.

We had one correct response, from Ed Zielinski, 23rd
Vehicle Mechanic. Congratulations Ed, your
SPAASSM Collection DVD and USB have been sent.

SPAASSM on USB
To increase interest in the SPAASSM Collection, we
are now offering the Collection on USB as well as
DVD. Those who no longer have DVD readers will
now be able to purchase the Collection on USB. We
have opted for a USB Wafer option, allowing us to
continue with the cover image that was on the DVD.
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November 2021 competition
This edition’s competition image is at the right. The
question is different this time. On the Association
Website, under the Archives menu, is a SPAASSM
page. It describes the project’s history and, more
importantly, lists the names of those involved.
The question is: “Name one member from the ‘core’
group and one member from the ‘variable’ group.”
The first person who provides the correct answer
will win a copy of the SPAASSM DVD or USB. Sorry
but Committee members and those involved in the
project cannot enter.
Send your answers to: news@austarmyapprentice.org

Letter to the Editor
From Peter Johnston, 11th Telecom Mechanic

The Editor
The story about RAN Apprentices in the August edition of The Apprentice About reminded me of my time at RTC
probably in the late 1960's when consideration was being given to amalgamating the technical training of
apprentices of the three services. A Navy team visited RTC as part of the enquiry but of course the proposal did not
eventuate.
One of the issues was, RAN apprentices graduated as petty officers!
Thanks

From the Web
Army Museum of South Australia
Keswick Army Barracks, Anzac Highway, Keswick 5035, https://amosa.org.au

The Museum was established “To preserve and promote South Australia's military heritage by recognising and
valuing contributions of Australian Defence Force members in both war and peace.”
It was opened on 30 September 1992 and has held external displays at Torrens Training Depot in 1995 and at Port
Wakefield. In 1997, the old stables (Building 76 at Keswick Barracks) became available, and the official re-opening
was held on 27 April 1997.
A display at the Defence Services Museum, Kintore Avenue, Adelaide was also relocated to Keswick in about
1998.
Displays range from the raising of the Royal South Australian Volunteer Militia in 1840, through the Boer War,
WW1 and WW2, Korea, Vietnam and UN Peacekeeping. The external exhibits include a number of guns and
wheeled and tracked armoured vehicles, including a General Grant tank, one of 1900 received from USA during
WW2.
Admission fees:
Adults $5, children $2, family $12, Concession $3
Serving Defence Members (with ID) FREE
Research Fee (per page) $5.

Opening times:
Sundays from 12.00 noon to 4.00pm
Mondays and Wednesdays from 11.00am to 2.00pm
Not open on Public Holidays.

The Army Museum of SA on-line shop sells books, souvenirs, clothing and miscellaneous other items.
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Colonel Nell Espie AM RRC FRCNA
Some Balcombe readers, especially the 18th to the 22nd, will remember the Matron at the RAP – Nell Espie.
The image at left, dated 18 July 1953, sourced from the AWM
Collection (Accession No HOBJ4455 – Public Domain), shows
Sister (LT) Nell Espie dressing the leg of Private Keith Toms, of
2RAR in Seoul, South Korea. She was a member of the Royal
Australian Army Nursing Corps (RAANC), on the staff of the
Britcom Medical Unit in Seoul.
Her military career commenced in 1951 when, as a nurse, she
enlisted for the British Commonwealth Occupation Force
(BCOF), serving in Japan and South Korea and then Malaya.
After Balcombe in 1965-67, Nell served in South Vietnam from
1968-69 with the 1st Australian Field Hospital.
LT Espie became COL Espie, Director of Army Nursing, and
served in four theatres overseas during her service. In 1978
she was awarded the Royal Red Cross in recognition of her
service to army nursing.
COL Espie discharged from the Army in 1981, after 30 years of service, finishing as Matron in Chief of the RAANC.
She was appointed as a Member of the Order of Australia in 1992.
Nell received a Centenary Medal in 2001, and was entered on the Tasmanian Honour Roll of Women in 2006. She
passed away on 15 August 2016. In 2021, she was the Inaugural Inductee of the Tasmanian Nurses and Midwives
Honour Roll.

National Military Vehicle Museum and Military Vehicle Preservation Society of South Australia
https://www.military-vehicle-museum.org.au

Opened in August 1993 and located at 20 Sturton Rd, Edinburgh SA, this Museum is operated by volunteers,
mostly members of the Military Vehicle Preservation Society. The Museum provides undercover storage for
vehicles, mostly privately owned by Society members, but allowing the public to view them.
It opens on Sundays from 1000 to 1600, unless it is too hot, and it can also be opened at any time for groups, by
arrangement.
Entry fees: adults $10, $15.00 special events, children free up to 3 children under 15 accompanied by an adult,
additional children $5, Concession card and ADF and DVA Gold and White Card holders $8.

Merchandise – AAAA and others
AAAA Shop
Contact Treasurer: merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org, Shop: https://austarmyapprentice.org/shop/

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

ITEM
2013 Balcombe Commemoration DVD
60th Anniversary DVD
70th Reunion Stubby Holder
AAS Cloth Badge Balcombe/Bonegilla – Large
AAS Cloth Badge Balcombe/Bonegilla – Small
AAS Flag (Original Badge)
Association Cap
Association Car Sticker
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PRICE
$10.00
$10.00
$5.00
$25.00
$20.00
$175.00
$20.00
$5.00

POSTAGE
$10.00
$10.00
$5.00
$3.50
$3.50
$14.00
$10.00
$1.50
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Association Lapel Badge
Association Tie
Baseball Cap (AAS Badge)
DVD – 1998 50th Anniversary Video
Plaque (Association or School Badge)
Polo Shirt (M, L, XL, 2XL,3XL, 4XL)
SPAASSM Collection DVD or USB Wafer
Stubby Holder (AAS Badge)
Association Name Badge:
PROMOTION – Badge + 70th Reunion Photo Card
PROMOTION – Badge + Association Key Ring
Association Key Ring:
PROMOTION – Key Ring + Card or Name Badge
70th Reunion Photo Card:
PROMOTION – Card + Name Badge or Key Ring
70th Reunion Cap
Balcombe Sketches (2 sets left)

$10.00
$25.00
$12.50
$10.00
$65.00
$35.00
$25.00
$5.00
$16.50
$30.00
$30.00
$20.00
$30.00
$16.50
$30.00
$15.00
$10.00

$3.50
$10.00
$14.00
$10.00
$14.00
$14.00
$10.00
$5.00
$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$14.00
$14.00

– When ordering name badges,
include preferred (first) name,
and Intake/Class.
– When ordering a key ring,ask if
a number you like is available.
– See notes above.

Book for sale - A Twist in the POGO’s Tail
In the November 2016 issue of TAA, we included a book introduction, “A Twist in the POGO’s Tail”, by Derek
Smith, 18th Clerk. Derek wrote about his time at AAS and multiple tours to Vietnam. “In 1970, [Derek] spent a
couple of months at HQ AFV and, one day, took a couple of chaps for a bit of a swan up to Bien Hoa. [He] had
access to a US Navy jeep. One of those chaps was Bob Schroeder, who appears in one of the pics in the book page 113. Bob was a 17th Intake Clerk.”
The self-published book took him about 5 years to produce and he has pledged to give all profits to the ethnic
minority (Montagnard) orphanages, located in Kon Tum, Central Highlands, Vietnam, that he and his family have
supported since 2004.
The book is still for sale for $31.20 (incl post and packaging) and Derek will post to anyone wishing to buy one;
email dvsmith@ozemail.com.au, mobile 0438 221 114. ISBN 9780994 559104

RAE Memorabilia – Torana RPA, http://www.toranarpa.com.au/military-memorabilia/
From a Facebook post by Bob Engstrom, 16th Bricklayer

“In stock: UNTAG Plates, RAE Plates, RAE Large and Small Flags, Sapper and RAE Badge Stickers, & Sub-unit Flags.
Other things that we have done: Corps flags for 1RTB and for individuals, and custom flags for individuals.
The main aim … is to create some esprit de corps and to give something back to some worthwhile charities. The
latest has been to "42 for 42" (https://www.42for42.org.au) which was a $1000 donation!
Cheers and UBIQUE, Mick McCardle”

History
The Band of the AAS Balcombe 1952-54 (part 2)
By Harry Cole, 7th Intake Vehicle Mechanic, AAS Bandsman Drummer 1952-54

In the last edition we introduced the AAS Band between 1952-54, with members of the 3rd to 9th Intakes and
managed by Bandmaster Capt George Lazenby, ably assisted by WO1 Dave McKinna, both WW2 veterans. This
part covers CO’s parades, the School’s adopted march “Wairoa” (by Alexander Lithgow), and the history behind
the AAS Band bass drummer’s leopard skin.
Note: Apprentice Musicians moved from Kapooka to Balcombe in 1955.
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“Who could ever forget the weekly CO’s parade (held by Lt Col Cec Ives and WO1 JCV Inglis, RSM) where the real
spick and span of the Apprentice was resplendent in uniform, complete with the Blanco webbing and with the .303
rifle ready for the CO’s and Company Commanders’ inspection on the Citation Oval?
One particular highlight the band participated in was the large parade in Melbourne to welcome Queen Elizabeth
ll and her consort Prince Philip to Melbourne in 1954. We stood for three hours in drizzling rain to see the Royal car
go past in 30 seconds, but I guess we can say we saw the Queen.
Any Apprentice who wanted to join
the Band group in the first few
months of entering Balcombe was
fostered by a senior member who
taught him the finer points of the
instrument or drum he was hoping
to become proficient in. This
method always ensured there was
a smooth transition between those
who were newcomers and those
who were graduating at either the
mid- or end of the year.
Left: CO’s Parade 1953 – Harry Cole
front right
th
Below: 5 Intake Grad parade 1953

There was always a little “Pomp & Circumstance” associated with the Band and it was a spectacular sight to see
on parade dressed in their “blues” that were issued to the Apprentices at the time.
The School’s adopted march was “Wairoa” (by Alexander Lithgow) [see below] and was the only one generally
played, much to the chagrin of the Bandsmen.”

Alexander Frame Lithgow
From: https://www.audioculture.co.nz/scenes/invercargill-marches-on

“Alexander Frame Lithgow was born in Glasgow, Scotland, in 1870, the son of a tinsmith who also repaired
musical instruments. The family immigrated to New Zealand when Alexander was six, and he attended Invercargill
Grammar School. His father gave him his first music lessons when he was nine, and he performed with his siblings
as the Lithgow Concert Company (his brother Sam could play the piano and cornet simultaneously).
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His first published composition was ‘Wairoa’. When he was about 17, he took the piece to band practice, and the
conductor chose to play it at a regatta on board the steamer Wairoa.
The captain of the ship enjoyed the march and asked what it was called. When he was told that one of the young
musicians had written the piece, and that it had no name, the captain said, “Well it has now: ‘Wairoa’.” To
celebrate, he invited the band for a drink. “By nightfall, the march had been played many times,” wrote (New
Zealand brass band historian Stanley Newcomb), “and young Alex remained the only sober member of the band.”
In 1894, Lithgow moved to Launceston, TAS, where he worked in newspapers as a compositor. He became a band
leader and continued composing until he died in 1929.
His works included: 1901 Invercargill March, 1913 Royal Australian Navy – official march of the RAN, and 1916
March of the ANZAC.”

The AAS Band bass drummer’s leopard skin
There is a bit of history, and mystery, as to where the AAS Band base drummer got the leopard skin as part of the
band uniform regalia.
I was the AAS band bass drummer very early in 1954, having taken over from Terry Neenan, 6th Intake Carpenter
and Joiner. Prior to that I was a side drummer in the AAS Band from January 1952.
During that period, the Band was made up of only Apprentice tradesmen and the percussion section consisted of 1
bass drummer, 2 tenor drummers, 10 side drummers and 1 cymbal player.
The AAS Band had, for many years, supported the Mornington Shire Council by providing a band for the Anzac Day
marches that were held in Mornington each year. In appreciation of our support, the Mayor of Mornington Council
presented a leopard skin to the AAS Band during February 1954 and, at an official ceremony in the AAS theatre, it
was handed over to the CO LTCOL Cecil Ives who then, with the assistance of the school RSM WO1 Inglis, fitted it
on myself as the AAS Band bass drummer.
I recall vividly that I had to fold it up with the leopard head on top of the skin and looking outwards, and then
place it on top of my locker for the usual daily hut inspection when not required for band duties.
It was worn by myself for the year until we graduated in December 1954 and was handed over to my replacement.

Above: LTCOL Ives and WO1 Inglis fitting the leopard skin onto me and the final result on parade

150 years of Australian Artillery
On 1 August 2021, the Royal Australian Artillery (RAA) celebrated 150 years since its inception as a battery of
artillery (the “New South Wales Artillery”) of the Colonial Permanent Military Force raised on 1 August 1871.
From those humble beginnings, the RAA expanded during WW2 to more than 70 regiments of field, medium, antitank, anti-aircraft and survey artillery, and in excess of 200 anti-aircraft and coast artillery batteries (source
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Wikipedia). The current Army Order of Battle includes 1 Regt Brisbane, 4 Regt Townsville, 8/12 Regt Darwin, 9 Regt

(Reserve – HQ in Sydney), 16 Air Land Regt Woodside, & 20 Surveillance & Target Acquisition (STA) Regt Brisbane.
The 150th celebrations included a synchronised gun salute at locations across Australia including: Mt Pleasant,
Canberra; Hobart Cenotaph; Keswick Barracks Parade Ground; King’s Park, Perth; and Castle Hill, Townsville.

Many Apprentices have served with countless RAA units since the first graduation in December 1951. Notably, the
first and last Apprentices who died on overseas active service were with RAA units in Malaya and Vietnam (as
named on the AAAA Honour Board – https://austarmyapprentice.org/honour-board/), namely:
Bruce Henderson, 8th Vehicle Mech of ‘A’ Fd Bty RAA LAD, who died of injuries (non-battle) on 16 January 1959, &
John Hall, 11th Clerk of 12 Fd Regt RAA, who was murdered by Vietnam Nationalists on 27 October 1971.
The August 19, 2021 edition of the Army Newspaper featured a special 12-page lift-out “150 years of Australian
Artillery” https://www.defence.gov.au/Publications/NewsPapers/Army/Default.asp.

Homes built by Army Apprentices
Michael (Mick) O’Donnell, 22nd Bricklayer

After graduating Balcombe in 1969, I took my discharge in January 1976 and landed a job with Huxley Homes in
March 1976. In 1980, I took over the establishment and running of Huxley Homes Regional Building operations
and, by the late 80’s, we were building over 300 homes per year in country and coastal NSW and Victoria.
After the establishment of the DHA in the early 90’s (then known as the Defence Housing Authority), we were
fortunate to build up a significant relationship with the DHA and successfully tendered for projects in Sydney,
Newcastle, Wagga Wagga, Wodonga and Puckapunyal. I looked after securing and building the Wagga, Wodonga
and Pucka projects.
The then Regional Manager of the DHA, whose name escapes me, was a past Commander of the Bandiana area
command and held the Army Apprentices in very high esteem (that’s probably why I built up such a good
relationship with him).
Probably over a beer, or two, he mentioned to me he wanted to build
a couple of homes in the Bonegilla Married Quarters using Army
Apprentices. It took me about 2 seconds to express my approval of
his idea and a few months later we broke ground on two homes in
the Married Quarter precinct adjacent to the Bonegilla Camp.
Huxley Homes provided the designs, plans, supervision and materials
and whatever labour Army was not able to provide. The homes were
built in conjunction with the school’s syllabus and were finished to a
very high standard.
Right – sign erected in Married Quarters,
Bonegilla

I am sure that any Apprentices who worked on the project
would remember it very well. I was certainly proud and
pleased to be involved in this ground-breaking project
which, unfortunately, soon came to an end with the closing
of the Army Apprenticeship scheme.
The following year we did the same again in Puckapunyal,
wherein we provided designs, plans, supervision and
materials and Army provided mature age trainees for the
project. A bit of history that will probably never be
repeated.
Left (from right): DHA Supervisor, DHA Pucka Regional Manager,
Mick O’Donnell, Huxley Homes Supervisor, and Army Supervisor
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From the 1982 AAS Journal
Copied from SPAASSM PhII Binder 01, Item 06, Image 00078
“A.A.F.C.A.N.S. Contribution to the Final (1982) AAS Journal
The red brick two storey Matthews Club building on the hill has been a service to the
Apprentices and Staff since the 30th May, 1958, when opened by LTCOL (sic) H.G. Edgar, CBE,
General Officer Commanding Southern Command. Originally it was the Army Canteen Service, with
the first manager being Mr. Murray Stelling.
A.S.C.O. (Australian Services Canteens Organization) was formed on 1st July, 1959, to
provide modern canteen services with the Pay Plan service and Gift Shop, Dry Canteen, Tavern
and Snack Bar facilities. In 1979 on the name was changed to Army Air Force Canteens Service,
(A.A.F.C.A.N.S.).
For over twenty years the Canteen was managed by Mr. Ken Fyffe until his retirement
in 1980 when Mr. Frank Matons took over with his staff of “Mrs. P.”, Tony, Nellie, Leonie;
Stefan and Vivian in the Tavern; and Joan and Belinda at the Snack Bar.
Thousands and thousands of hot (and sometimes not so hot on the very bust days) meat
pies, pasties, sausage rolls (with or without the serve of tomato sauce), salad rolls,
sandwiches, donuts, milk shakes, munchie bars, cans and bottles of soft drinks, cigarettes,
the yellow “spitty” cloths, black shoe polish, parade gloss, toothpaste, magazines, dry
cleaning, photography, etc. etc. have passed through the doors over the years of service. And
what about the “Pinnies” with the juke box and the latest popular records for the young mens
relaxation.
Now all this is to go. No more busy Canteen, with the excitement of Pay Day once a
fortnight when the counter was three or four deep and the staff really earnt their pay, and
the days of “no money” and “just coin” with just the right amount for that much desired packet
of cigs.
To all present and past Apprentices and Staff who have supported the Canteens
Services over the years, thank you for your patronage and we wish you all the very best for
the future wherever you may be.
AAFCANS Staff”

Copied from SPAASSM PhII Binder 01, Item 06, Image 00086

Below: SPAASSM PhI Image 00440

“NIGHT OF TERROR
Any resemblance to persons living or existing
is coincidental, unintentional and your fault.
I sit alone in the quiet house
And the night outside is still,
Not even a dog to mournfully howl
At the moon as it tops the hill.
And I think of the many nights I’ve spent
And the slow unhappy tears
And of hope so many times deferred
In the long and lonely years.
A creaking board brings my senses alert
I feel a foreboding of danger,
My eyes slowly turn and I shudder at the sight
Of the hideous face of the stranger.
My blood turns to ice and I cannot move
I stare at the horrible grin,
The bloodshot eyes in that evil face
The saliva that drools from his chin.
But suddenly then, as I pray for death
In a terror I can’t deny,
Some memory stirs from the distant past
At the lecherous light in his eyes.
No stranger is this who comes to my door
But one that I once knew best,
The long lost husband I’d mourned as gone
COME HOME FROM THE SERGEANTS’ MESS.
- Submitted by an anonymous wife of a WO2 from
Metal Trades Wing”
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Book giveaway – Sticking to our guns
Sticking to our guns: A troubled past produces a superb weapon
By Chris Masters, Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI), 2019, ISBN 978-1-925229-53-0 (print), ISBN 978-1-925229-54-7
(online pdf); article by Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech

I was recently handed a copy of the book “Sticking to our guns: A troubled past produces a superb weapon” to
read and, when I was finished, to pass on to someone else.
I will send the book to the first Fitter Armament (Fitter and Turner or Fitter Maintenance Apprentice) who sends
me his or her name, Intake, postal address, where he or she last served maintaining weapons, and a photo, as an
Apprentice or more recent (optional).
The image at right is reproduced in part on the
book’s cover. The soldier is carrying an F88 Steyr
rifle, produced by the Lithgow Small Arms Factory.
The book, also available to read online, begins with
the need to develop self-proficiency and the origins
of the Lithgow Small Arms Factory, opened in 1912
by the then Governor-General Thomas Denman.
It progresses through initial production of the .303
Lee Enfield using British War Office specifications, to
large-scale production during WW1 and then WW2,
introduction of the 7.62mm SLR during the Malayan
confrontation, and the emerging preference for a
lighter, more compact weapon during the Vietnam
War, resulting in the development of a locally made,
standardised, 5.56mm rifle. Enter the F88 Austeyr, in
service as the Enhanced F88 (EF88) since 2017.

Above: A Reconstruction Task Force 4 soldier patrols the Green
Zone north of Tarin Kowt, Afghanistan, Australian Department
of Defence
http://images.defence.gov.au/20080519adf8239682_398.jpg

The history of the Lithgow factory is also traced from its early days, through both World Wars, and
corporatisation into Australian Defence Industries (ADI) under the Hawke Government in May 1989. ADI was
eventually sold to a private consortium of Transfield and Thompson-CSF in 1999. In October 2006, Transfield was
bought out, leaving (by now) Thales as the sole operator.
One of the best pieces I have read for a long time is about a female soldier who was “… struggling with the SLR.
‘She had trouble cocking the thing, which was common. In firing 100 rounds she hit the target twice.’” The
instructor persuaded her to try the new weapon: “The target went down at 200 metres. It went down at 300
metres. She walked off the mound with a smile that split her face in half.” And when the Steyr was compared with
the American M16 and the former proved to be far more accurate, “Advocates of the American weapon thought
it an unfair contest, considering, as one put it, ‘A trained monkey could hit the target with the Steyr.’”

How much were you paid?
The samples below cover about 40 years of the life of the AAS, the first two with amounts in £.s.d of course.
1951: Weekly pay ranged from 45/1 (or £2.5.1 – about $4.50) in the first year to 73/7 (or £3.13.7 – about $7.36)
for an Apprentice aged over 18 in his third year. These are before tax. Note that 25c and then 50c were
“deferred”, to be paid as a lump sum at the end of the third year.
1963: Twelve years later, first year pay for tradesmen increased to £4.3.7 (about $8.36), with third year, 18-yearolds receiving £5.12.1 (about $11.20). Clerks and musicians had different pay grades, and you can see the effects
of the shorter courses for these categories. Note the much higher deferred pay amounts.
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Above: From the AAS Prospectus 1951

Above: From a recruiting brochure – 1963

1977: The PVA (became SVA when paybooks disappeared) below, for a first year 32nd Intake F&T, shows a gross
fortnightly pay of $128.68 ($64.34 per week). This seems to be a significant increase but note that after Rations &
Quarters (R&Q) and RBF (super) were deducted, the amount is much less at $42.20 per week before tax.

Above: Copy of a PVA – 1977

1991 (or later)
Not long before the Army Apprentice
Scheme closed, gross annual salary for this
Apprentice was $9,307 with a fortnightly net
of $188.15. This equates to about $357
gross per fortnight ($178.50 per week).
So, in about 40 years, pay rose from about
$4.50 a week for a first year Apprentice to
about $178.50.
How does that compare with today’s
apprentices? One Web-based calculator, for
a first-year apprentice electrician, resulted
in about $500 a week!

Above: Part of a “Pre-sentence Report”
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Our Committee
http://austarmyapprentice.org/about/committee/

Patron
MAJGEN Andrew Freeman AM, 40th Elec Fitter
Office Bearers
President – Keith Lowe, 22nd F&T
Vice-president – Greg Haggett, 40th P&G
Secretary – Steve Doudle, 25th VM – welcome Steve!
Treasurer – Richard Pike, 21st VM

Appointees
Honorary Trustee – Jim Hislop OAM, 9th F&T
Auditor – Gary Lancaster, 22nd F&T
Legal Adviser – Rod Perkins, 24th F&T
Chaplain/s – vacant

Committee Members
Welfare Officer – Barry Minster OAM, 20th RM
Public Officer – Ray Wilson, 15th Plumber
Heritage Officer – Lutz Preusche, 27th ET
Membership Secretary – Graeme Smail, 35th ET –
welcome Graeme!

Regional Representatives – to be confirmed
WA – Bob Coventry, 22nd RM
NT – Rod Perkins, 24th F&T
N Qld – vacant
S Qld – Brian Daley OAM, 14th VM, Life Member
NSW – Richard Pike, 21st VM
ACT – Jeff Heron, 21st RM, Life Member
Vic Metro – vacant
S Vic – vacant
Central Vic – vacant
N Vic – Rob Minato, 31st ET
Tas – vacant
SA – Michael Thompson, 26th VM

Ordinary Committee Members
Member 1 – Jeff Heron, 21st RM, Life Member,
Newsletter Editor
Member 2 – Bob Clarke, 22nd VM
Member 3 – Social Media vacant
Member 4 – Merchandise Officer – vacant,
Richard Pike, 21st VM (Acting)
Member 5 – John Culbert, 18th C&J – welcome John!
Member 6 – Wayne Davis, 50th Elec Fitter

Contributions to The Apprentice About
The Apprentice About (TAA) is published
quarterly (in February, May, August and
November). Submissions for the August 2021
edition close on 15 July 2021.
If you have any contributions (which would be
greatly appreciated) please email them to the
Editor at news@austarmyapprentice.org or mail
them to the address on the cover.
We are still interested in articles about
Bonegilla, from the ‘80s and ‘90s, as well as
more Corps-specific items.

Above: Crab mosaic at Balcombe, 2021, by Lutz Preusche, 27th ET,
Heritage Officer

Disclaimer
Information, views and opinions expressed in “The Apprentice About” originate from many different sources and
contributors throughout our membership. Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reflect the
views and opinions of the AAAA.
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