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From the President
By Keith Lowe, 22nd Fitter & Turner, President AAAA president@austarmyapprentice.org

Members, I trust you all had an enjoyable festive season and are looking forward to a great 2022 albeit our Covid
enemy continues to have some impact.
Sadly, during the holiday period I had the task of processing the names of a number of Apprentices who passed
away on the same day or within days of each other. It is never a good time to have this occur, but at this time of
the year I think the sadness for loved ones is magnified. I extend my personal condolences to all who have been
impacted. All names are included in the Vale List update below.
Lest We Forget
On a more pleasant note, I wrote my last report just after our 2021 Annual General Meeting where I asked for
help finding members to fill Committee positions. Consequently, I am pleased to welcome Steve Doudle, 25th
Vehicle Mechanic to the position of Secretary. Steve participated in the AGM via Zoom and, after going away
somewhat disenchanted that no one showed interest in this important role, decided to volunteer his services
which were accepted unanimously by the elected Committee.
Subsequently, at a Sydney Region casual gathering, Mick O’Donnell, 22nd Bricklayer agreed to accept a nomination
for a Committee vacancy. Both Steve and Mick have been appointed by your Committee to fill casual vacancies
which will be ratified at the next AGM. Welcome gents and thank you for your interest in donating your time to
the Association.
In recent weeks we have had a small number of bogus member registrations which, following investigation by our
Web service providers, are almost certainly computer-generated hack attempts. We have also established that
our site has been experiencing a considerable amount of foreign traffic so, on the recommendation of our Web
service providers, we have implemented two security changes. One is a move to a dedicated IP address with
GeoBlock. The second incorporates a Captcha feature requiring all who wish to log in to our site to confirm “I am
not a Robot” by ticking a box – a small inconvenience to help protect our data.
In my last report I mentioned Bale Defence. Since then, I have been given information on one of Bob Bale’s 24th
Fitter & Turner quiet achieving mates, Paddy English who, after discharging, established English Engineering in
Cairns QLD. Paddy who reportedly, like Bob, likes to keep a low profile, agreed to allow me to include a link to a
video made by others of a recent project. It’s worth a look. [Google “reef magic new pontoon” or copy this URL:]
https://us-east2.protection.sophos.com/?d=mediavalet.com&u=aHR0cHM6Ly9leHBlcmllbmNlY28ubWVkaWF2YWxldC5jb20vZ2F
sbGVyaWVzLzJjN2FjZjFkLWJjNTAtNDJmYS05Nzc3LTEyMjY1NTlmZjQ4YV80MWQzM2QzYS1hZTg0LTQ3ZGItODNmYi
03YWZjN2JhOTM2YTktRXh0ZXJuYWxVc2Vy&i=NWM4NzEyZjUyYjhlOGYxM2E5NGEzMmE4&t=QUo4TWVRMVJvOV
hXaXRNY2JlaE50RUJYQkJsaW80Nm8zdHRsUDNiY1VXOD0=&h=644c757e6b7a4fcaa104a82bbacf7ce1
Members, in closing this edition can I please appeal to you to let us know how your Association can better serve
you and attract new members. Until next time stay well and look out for each other. All the best.
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Apprentices in the news
Ross William THOMAS CSC, 48th Electronics Tradesman
LTCOL Ross THOMAS was awarded the Conspicuous Service Cross (CSC) on 14 June 2021 in The Queen's Birthday
2021 Honours List “For outstanding devotion to duty as the Staff Officer Grade One – Program Sustainment in
Logistics Branch, Army Headquarters.” His “exceptional skill and unwavering commitment has resulted in the
development of financial and management strategies that maximise capability and sustainment outcomes for
Army, whilst assuring depth and resilience in our land capability. His reform of the Army Sustainment Budget Cycle
has significantly enhanced the sustainment of our Land Force capability in a period of transformational change.”
Ross, as CO 7CSSB, was Guest Speaker at the RAEME Association Queensland (RAQ) celebration of the 79th RAEME
Corps Birthday at the Port Office Hotel in Brisbane on 28 Nov 2021.

44 years’ service, MAJ Lindsay William Mee, 33rd Musician
From Facebook, by Chris “Yogi” Mullin, 33rd Musician

Lindsay completed 44 years’ full-time service in December 2021. He enlisted in 1978,
was posted to Army Band Sydney in 1980, and spent his last posting as OC Army Band
Sydney. Congratulations Lindsay and thank you for your service.
(Photo from Facebook AABC Association Inc.)

Anthony Robert (Chic) Henry, 19th Blacksmith – Summernats King

“Look at that grandstand behind me, it’s ME!
It’s MY grandstand.”
(Image used with permission from Street
Machine Magazine)

Chic Henry was the founder and promoter of the well-known
Summernats car festival that has been staged in Canberra since
1988. One of Canberra’s premier events, the festival has had many
successes including Tourism Awards. He sold the event in 2009.
When asked for input for this Newsletter, Chic wrote, “Who would
have thought that a 19th Intake Blacksmith would have a grandstand
named after them at a major National event? [He] recently received
that honour at Summernats 34 to identify not only that he was the
founder in 1988, but his contribution to the high-performance
industry in Australia.”

David Carl POULSEN OAM, 42nd Motor Mechanic
On Australia Day 2022, WO1 Dave Poulsen was awarded the Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia in the Military
Division for meritorious service as the ASM of 7 CSSB and ASM for the Land Maintenance System within the
Directorate of Technical Regulation and Evaluation - Army.
“Warrant Officer Class One Poulsen provided dedicated and meritorious service in a number of technical Warrant
Officer positions. He has consistently demonstrated outstanding leadership, innovation, initiative and devotion to
duty, enhancing the land maintenance system across the joint land force. His contributions to maintenance
planning, equipment management and strategic guidance ensures that the future maintenance system will deliver
a transformational step change for technical maintenance, enhancing Defence capability.”
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Welfare and Vale notices
Contact Association Welfare Officer Barry Minster OAM, 20th RM, welfare@austarmyapprentice.org

The Welfare Officer:
* supports members in determining their welfare and other Commonwealth and State Government entitlements
by helping them locate organisations who may assist
* liaises with similar service bodies on welfare matters
* on advice of the death of members, ensures that information is correct and that NOKs are being cared for,
sends condolences, and advises the Secretary of updates required on the Website
* on advice of members in hospital, sick or otherwise indisposed, arranges visits to ensure his/her welfare.
This edition’s Vale summary includes a number of historical entries; thank you to all those who provided details.
Intake
25
25
31
25
25
23
25
26
10
5
19
31
17
16
11
7
10
12
14
41
26
27
20
20
33 (34)
25
25
10

Reg No
313916
313907
1206209
1203110
220155
218122
313908
314483
342716
242606
48656
211587
58775
48613
342755
58580
342718
342784
18646
234516
220861
46265
58848
243423
63212
220166
62145
342710

Name
Edward Anthony WEBB
Andrew Wayne McINTOSH
Malcolm William WILKINSON
Nicholas Neil KOFOED
Leo Peter (Flash) MURRAY
Ian Roy FUGE
Brian Charles PARRISH
Colin Albert JONES
Walter Henry WILLIAMS
Ross Frederick BLAND
Paul Guenther BERK
Michael John ELLIOTT
Graeme Leslie ARMSTRONG
Terence Francis GROSS
Graham James MOON
Raymond Leslie JAMIESON
Richard Charles KELLY
David William WILSON
Timothy Ian McILROY
Jason Neil WHITFIELD
Garry Errol FAIRLEIGH
Stephen John WILLIAMS
Karl Anton (Tony) BUREK
Peter Neville NORTON
Kenneth Marc McQUEEN
Brian Lester WIKMAN
Warren John GOLDER
Ian Athol Henry (Wombat) LAURIE

Trade
Radio Mechanic DNG
Plumber
Motor Mechanic
Electrical Fitter
Vehicle Mechanic
Vehicle Mechanic
Carpenter & Joiner
Electrical Fitter
Musician
Fitter & Turner
Radio Mechanic
Electronics Tradesman
Vehicle Mechanic
Radio Mechanic
Architectural Draughtsman
Plumber
Clerk
Plumber
Vehicle Mechanic
Motor Mechanic
Vehicle Mechanic
Musician
Fitter & Turner
Fitter & Turner
Electrical Mechanic
Vehicle Mechanic
Blacksmith
Telecom Mechanic DNG

Passed away
1 Feb 1973
14 Apr 1978
19 Jul 1991
10 Nov 2001
18 May 2002
2 May 2016
7 Oct 2020
8 May 2021
8 Jun 2021
17 Oct 2021
20 Oct 2021
28 Oct 2021
10 Nov 2021
11 Nov 2021
18 Nov 2021
29 Nov 2021
4 Dec 2021
6 Dec 2021
13 Dec 2021
18 Dec 2021
26 Dec 2021
30 Dec 2021
30 Dec 2021
30 Dec 2021
5 Jan 2022 TBC
6 Jan 2022
14 Jan 2022
19 Jan 2022

Vale Ross Frederick BLAND, 5th Intake Fitter & Turner
Ross Bland, the first Apprentice [WO1] RSM in 1953, passed away on 17 Oct 2021. In his own words (in “From
Probation to Gold Medal”, TAA Aug 2015): “The 4th Intake graduated in December 1952 with App WO2 Ray
Gillespie being the parade WO2 BSM of the School. He handed over the responsibility to me unchallenged. The
apprentice strength at that time was approximately 250. … By January 1953, the … population had grown to
approximately 350 with the arrival of the 8th Intake and … I conducted all the apprentice daily routines (under staff
scrutiny), as always, supported by Sgt David Crosby. ... prior to my graduation in June 1953, I was promoted to
App WO1/RSM to mark the now battalion strength.”
He received the Governor General’s Gold Medal, awarded to the most outstanding Apprentice of the Graduating
Class considering trade and educational subjects, regimental training and ability and qualities of leadership.
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Vale Major Joseph James (Jock) SMITH MC and Bar, AATTV, SI Military Training AAS 1982-1983
From Facebook posts 20 and 21 Nov 2021 and CONTACT Magazine

Many will recall MAJ Jock Smith, SI Mil Trg, AAS, 1982-1983. Sadly, he passed away in
Wodonga on 12 Nov 2021, aged 83. As a LT pl comd in A Coy, 5 Bn, The Middlesex
Regt in the UK’s Territorial Army in Aden in 1965, he was awarded the MC for actions
under fire. Emigrating to Australia in early 1966, he was commissioned in the
Australian Army on 28 Sep 1966 and allotted to RAInf, serving with 1 RAR, including a
tour of Vietnam. While posted to the Australian Army Training Team Vietnam (AATTV)
on 24 Feb 1971, he won a Bar to his MC. “Major Jock Smith was a proven, strong and
fearless leader. It was not only the foe on the battlefield that experienced his wrath.
Canberra suits were known to dive for cover, during many of his crusades seeking a
fair go for soldiers under his command. Jock was a true blue cobber and dear comrade
in arms” – George Mansford (quote and photo used with permission, from CONTACT
Magazine https://www.contactairlandandsea.com/category/poets-corner/)

Vale WO2 Keith Powell Mills, CSM B&C Coys AAS circa 1963-1968
Notified by Barry Minster, 20th Radio Mech, Welfare Officer, 23 Nov 2021

Keith Mills, a long-time CSM at AAS, who was at least CSM of C Coy (Electrical Trades) from 1963-1965 and B Coy
(Building Trades and Musicians) from 1966-1968 passed away on 23 Nov 2021, aged 94. RIP Keith.

Vale Colonel (Ret) Marc Hitch, RAAEC, AAS circa 1960-1965
Notified by Phil Kearsley, 17th Fitter & Turner, 24 Nov 2021

“It is with sadness that I have to inform you that Colonel (Ret) Marc Hitch one of the Education Corps teachers
during our time in Balcombe passed away on Sunday 21st November 2021. A highly respected Officer and Teacher.
May he Rest In Peace after a life well lived.”

Events Reports
ACT Region December Lunch, Ainslie FC, Wed 8 December 2021, 1300
The Club had to work around our larger group of 30 by moving our booking back an hour, but the later time
caused no problems. We were represented by Apprentices from Intakes from the 1st and 2nd to the 45th (x 2) and 7
partners – well done everybody. Lucky door prizes made the day even more enjoyable for some and, with the
larger group, we had $50 left over for a donation to the Association.

Some of the ACT Region Xmas Lunch attendees – Ainslie Football Club, 8 Dec 2021 – photo by Paul Green, 26th Radio Mech
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Maroochy RSL gathering – Fri 7 Jan 2022
By Greg Haggett, 40th Plumber & Gasfitter, Vice-President AAAA, via Facebook

“A massive shout out and big thank you to all who made it along to Maroochy RSL yesterday to attend what was
really a brain fart only a few weeks ago. A quick count tipped us in at 30 attending and a great time was had by
all. As you can see in the photos, a fair dose of beer aided the memories and embellished the stories. I’ll put up
more photos as I find them. It was a pleasure to meet so many from the early 30’s intakes and the general
interaction was a joy to see. This may well become a regular event … stay tuned.
To cap it off, a quick whip around was conducted and we were incredibly humbled to find a total of $1030.00 was
collected and will be donated to the Macquarie University Centre for Motor Neurone Disease in memory of Jason
Whitfield (41st VM). Karl Sams will update everyone with the donation to MND.
From Karl and myself, thanks for making the effort to attend, especially those that travelled from afar. What a
great start to the year.”

37th Class ET-Elec Enlistment Reunion (40 yrs), Mornington Peninsula, 13-14 January 2022
By Gary Samuels, 37th ET

Whilst a larger crowd initially committed, it was a reasonable turnout given the trials and tribulations of Covid
restrictions, with 11 ex appys and 1 partner making the pilgrimage to Balcombe Gates/Memorial and some of the
fine breweries that the Mornington Peninsula has to offer. The tour bus even did a pull up at “Lutz’s” place who
was kind enough to oblige with an orientation. The occasion included plenty of reminiscing about the times in
Appy school, good and bad, and plenty of sore heads the day after. With any luck, the cycles of pestilence, fire
and flood will be on our side for the 50th! A thanks to Melbourne Brewery Tours who looked after us on a flexible
and enjoyable tour.

Volume 5 | Issue 4 | February 2022

5

Appy Days in the West – 2021
From Bob Coventry, WA Regional Rep, 22nd Radio Mech, bobcov51@gmail.com

2021 Muster
The annual WA Apprentice Muster was another great success, with 55 Appies and partners converging on the
Cockburn RSL on Sat 16 October. We had most Intakes represented from the 7 th (Baden Jeffrey), to the 40th (Dave
Giles). Unfortunately, due to border entry restrictions, this year we weren’t able to host any Appy Nomads, but
hopefully that situation will relax in the near future or at least in time for the 2022 Muster.

Dave Giles, 40th C&J & Baden
Jeffrey AM, 7th VM cutting the
cake – and YES we ate the
Badge!

A bunch of gentlemen of the 22nd Intake: John Noack, VM; Ed Draper, Elec Fitter;
Bob Coventry, Radio Mech; and Kev Coutas, Elec Fitter

HMAS Sydney II: 80th Anniversary Memorial Service
Over a few days in mid-November, a group of WA-based Appies and partners travelled to Geraldton to attend the
80th Anniversary Service to the loss of HMAS Sydney II and the complete crew.
The day prior to the service, the Department of Defence released details of a positive identification of the remains
of the only crew member, whose body washed ashore in Christmas Island, 11 weeks after the tragedy. Up until
now, his grave maker has been to the Unknown Sailor, representing all 645 crew. That Sailor has been identified
as Able Seaman Thomas Welsby CLARK. A wreath was laid on behalf of the Army Apprentices Association, in
keeping with the spirit of supporting our Brothers-in-Arms.
The photos show some of the detail of this wonderful memorial, which has been declared as a “Military Memorial
of National Significance.”

HMAS SYDNEY II Memorial in Geraldton
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Bob Coventry,
22nd Radio
Mech laying
a wreath
on behalf of
the Army
Apprentices
Association

Gallipoli Trench Tour
The next day, we travelled approx 30km inland to a private farm, where a group of military historian enthusiasts
has installed a replica trench system from the Gallipoli campaign. The trench and surrounds are of the exact size
and orientation as “Leane’s Trench” (CAPT Ray Leane, OC C Coy, 11 Bn), captured from the Turkish forces on the
night of 31 July 1915, and held during a savage counter-attack on 6 August.
Members of the group, dressed in period uniforms, dirty and unshaven, carrying .303 rifles (with bayonets),
morph into their characters and brief you as you enter the Trench, as part of the 14th Reinforcements. Vickers
machine guns open up, “whizz-bangs” are going off, and you are forcibly told to “Stand aside” as boxes of ammo
are rushed through to the firing positions. Very realistic and well done by this group of volunteers.
Check out their Website for more info and a short video: www.11thbattalionaif.com/home

Glyn Thomas, 13th Brickie with his hands on the
barrel (5 days mess duties!) & Peter Gulvin, 16th F&T

A group of the Gallipoli Trench Volunteers

Upcoming events – AAAA & other Apprentices functions
22nd Intake Get-together, Mildura 22/2/22 – contact Bob Coventry, 22nd RM, WA Regional Rep (via FB)
AAAA Committee Meeting, Sat 5 March 2022 – agenda items to secretary@austarmyapprentice.org
ACT Region Lunch, Ainslie FC, Wed 9 March 2022, 1230
Contact Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, ACT Regional Rep, news@austarmyapprentice.org

27th Intake Back to Balc’s 50th reunion – 4 to 6 March 2022 https://www.27thappies.org
Contacts: Phil Edwards, 27th ET, 27thappies@gmail.com and Nick Klay, 27th ET, nick@nklay.com

NSW get-together, 12 Mar 2022, Cardiff RSL, 1200 buffet and drinks at members cost, partners welcome
Contact Richard Pike, 21st VM, Treasurer, treasurer@austarmyapprentice.org
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Wagga get-together, 12 Mar 2022
Location and times TBA. Keep an eye out on Facebook, Army Apprentices are the cream of Australian Youth.

Annual SE QLD Army Apprentice Reunion, Sat 4 June 2022, Bulimba Bowls Club, Quinn St, Balmoral
RSVP to: Brian Daley 14th VM, 0412 721 761, bjdaley14@gmail.com

Timings: 1100 – 1600. Dress: casual. Catering: sausage sizzle, but feel free to BYO. Drinks available at the bar.

22nd & 48th Intakes gathering, Whitsundays, from 20 September 2022
Full details are on the AAAA Web site, in Events. The 22nd & 48th included the only father-daughter Apprentices.
Numbers are required by June to enable final planning.

AAAA AGM, Sat 22 October 2022, Kirribilli
Please send any input/requests for agenda items to secretary@austarmyapprentice.org.

2023 AAAA 75th Anniversary of the commencement of Army Apprenticeships, Albury Wodonga

Upcoming events/notices – other associations, etc
RAEME Gathering, Yallakool Park, Bjelke-Peterson Dam, 24-28 Feb 2022
From Dave Roberts, via Facebook (RAEME), 6 March 2021, phone 0400 796420

Bookings were required and confirmed by the end of last year, so contact Dave Roberts for more details.

HQ 1ATF LAD Vietnam
Missing members of the first HQ 1 ATF LAD who served in 1966/67, contact Maurice Barclay, mauricebarclay5@gmail.com

HQ 1 ATF/D&E Platoon, Vung Tau SVN 1966-72 Reunion, Canberra 3-7 Mar 2022
Contact John Verheist, 0437 212121, jeverheist@gmal.com

Capital Country Holiday Pk; service at the Vietnam Vets Memorial; dinner on Saturday at Old Parliament House.

102 Field Wksp SVN Reunion, Avondale, 601 Brays Rd, Gannawarra, VIC
Refer http://qld.raeme.org.au/index.php/36-website1/24-news-article, contact Noel Lake OAM, email koonda@activ8.net.au

Will be from 11 to 13 Mar 2022, coinciding with the 50th Anniversary of withdrawal from SVN on 12 Mar 1972.

RAEME Association Queensland Inc (RAQ) – upcoming events
Upcoming events are notified at http://qld.raeme.org.au/index.php/notices/events and include:
* Sat 27 Aug 2022 – RAQ Gold Coast Lunch – Mermaid Beach AEME SLSC
* Sat 1 Oct 2022 – RAQ Sunshine Coast Lunch – Maroochydore.

50th Anniversary of the building of the Lord Howe Island airport, 2024
From Facebook, Win Coles, 23rd Radio Mechanic, 14 October 2021

From Feb to Sep 1974, led by 1 FER, and using RAAC, RAE, RASVY, RASIGS, and RAEME members, the Lord Howe
Island Airport was built. To celebrate the 50th Anniversary, organisers are putting together a nominal roll to plan &
organise a reunion. If you or anyone you know was involved, please contact gary.barker3@bigpond.com. This will
get you added to the roll and keep you in the loop on further developments. This is also being advertised through
Corps channels and Defence-related journals. Please feel free to pass this on to non-Appies who were involved.

RA SIGS CERTA CITO 100 – for the long-term planners, 2025 – from: https://rasigs.org/?page_id=291
In 2025, RA Sigs will recognise its centenary year with events to commemorate 100 years of the Corps, reflecting
on the past, present, and future. Events will occur through the year by ARA and ARES Signals units across
Australia. The culmination (Certa Cito 100) will be in November 2025.
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Letters to the Editor
~~~From Paul Prickett CSM, 28th Electrical Mechanic, RAE and RAINF

Thanks Jeff, I enjoyed the article about the construction of the MQ at Bonegilla by the building trades Appies
[November 21 edition].
I was posted as OC A Coy AAS Bonegilla in 1989 and 90. I lived in a MQ in Hillier Crt. It had a great view over Lake
Hume. It would be great to know if it was one that was built by the Appies.
I asked Mick O’Donnell (our latest new Committee member) if he could recall where the MQs were built. He
responded as follows:
Hi Jeff
Sorry mate I have been scanning Google Maps as well but I can’t shed any light on the location. Where I thought
they may have been is now flagged as the Bonegilla Migrant Experience. I am pretty sure the homes we built with
the Appies were to replace two homes that had been demolished. To the best of my recollection they were right at
the entrance to the MQ area, but 30 years is a long time to recall with any great degree of accuracy.
Regards Mick
Research found (at https://www.abc.net.au/news/2009-07-23/defence-houses-to-be-demolished/1364126) that
the “old” MQs at Bonegilla were to be demolished in around 2009. Google Maps (images dated 2021) shows no
houses near the Bonegilla Migrant Experience, but Street View (images dated 2007) does show houses! So, sorry
Paul, other than that, we can’t help.
~~~From Tony Stafford, 17th Fitter & Turner

Hi,
Always a pleasure to receive the newsletter and learn a little more about aspects of my past as an appy.
Keep up the good work, much appreciated.
Regards
~~~From Geoff Hawker, 1st Fitter & Turner

Hi Jeff, couldn't resist this.
The how much were you paid? Article in the November newsletter.
This article brought back memories of the First Intake "take home pay" bestowed on the 50 or 60 aspiring
tradesmen toiling to what was to become the functional Army Apprentice School, Balcombe in 1948 and onwards.
Payday was not a momentous occasion, as with now cash in hand, what was there to spend it on?
Apprentices were not allowed to smoke or drink although later on smoking was permitted providing written
permission from the parents was forthcoming. Once the written permission from "the parents" was forthcoming,
the purchase of one ounce of ready rubbed tobacco made by the Michelides company in Western Australia could
be made usually from the in-camp newsagent. The purchasing limitation of tobacco and its availability, led to an
active black market for the product.
Back to memory lane .............................. each apprentice was issued with a note book, an Army issue booklet that
had been cut in half horizontally, in which every purchase made from the Dry Canteen, the only commercial outlet
available, had to be notated.
Getting to the actual amount of pay, I can assure you that it was seventeen and eight pence (17/8) in hand and
two shillings deferred pay per fortnight.
Of the 17/8, ten shillings worth of purchases had to be accounted for in the above-mentioned issue note book
which was then handed to the Company Commander for vetting. Not sure for what.
Imagine during the vetting notice would be made the very frequent purchases of boot laces, boot polish and tooth
paste to fill out the ten shillings required. Possibly a little fibbing here because the expected highly polished
footwear and brilliantly whitened teeth were not really in evidence.
Nevertheless, forty-two of the sixty-four First Intake graduated from Balcombe in December 1951 following three
and a half years without breaking the bank through numerous or requested pay rises.
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SPAASSM Collection
November 2021 competition solution
Question: “Name one member from the (SPAASSM) ‘core’ group and one member from the ‘variable’ group.”
Answers: Core group: Peter Thornton (35th Electronics Tradesman), Ian Morris (12th Telecom), Frank Poole (10th
Architectural Draughtsman), and Bill Mertin (22nd Vehicle Mechanic); and variable group: Chris Moon (32nd
Carpenter & Joiner), Rod Eagleton (24th Fitter & Turner), Chic Henry (19th Blacksmith), Ray Dawes (21st Fitter &
Turner), and Ian MacLean (22nd Musician). We had no correct responses this time.

February 2022 competition
This edition’s question: “Where is this Memorial?”
The first person who provides the correct answer
will win a copy of the SPAASSM DVD or USB.
Send your answers to: news@austarmyapprentice.org

SPAASSM Webpage image

Merchandise
AAAA Shop
Contact Treasurer: merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org Shop: https://austarmyapprentice.org/shop/

ITEM
• 2013 Balcombe Commemoration DVD
• 60th Anniversary DVD
• 70th Reunion Stubby Holder
• AAAA Badged Cap
• AAS Cloth Badge (Balcombe or Bonegilla) Large
• AAS Cloth Badge Small (100mm x 70mm)
• AAS Flag (Original Badge)
• Association Car Sticker
• Association Lapel Badge
• Association Name Badge:
PROMOTION – Badge + 70th Reunion Photo Card
PROMOTION – Badge + Association Key Ring
• Association Tie
• Badged Face Mask (at right)
• Baseball Cap (AAS Badge)
• DVD – 1998 50th Anniversary Video
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PRICE
$10.00
$10.00
$5.00
$20.00
$25.00
$20.00
$175.00
$5.00
$10.00
$16.50
$30.00
$30.00
$25.00
$15.00
$12.50
$10.00

POSTAGE
$10.00
$10.00
$5.00
$10.00
$3.50
$3.50
$14.00
$1.50
$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$3.50
$10.00
$5.00
$14.00
$10.00

IMAGES/NOTES

Small Cloth Badge

When ordering name badges,
include preferred (first) name,
and Intake/Class.
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• Association Key Ring:
PROMOTION – Key Ring + Card or Name Badge
• Plaque (Association or School Badge)
• Polo Shirt (M, L, XL, 2XL,3XL, 4XL)
• 70th Reunion Cap
• 70th Reunion Photo Card:
PROMOTION – Card + Name Badge or Key Ring
• SPAASSM Collection DVD or USB Wafer
• Stubby Holder (AAS Badge)
• Balcombe Sketches – Set of 8 (2 sets left – right)

$20.00
$30.00
$65.00
$35.00
$15.00
$16.50
$30.00
$25.00
$5.00
$10.00

$3.50
$3.50
$14.00
$14.00
$14.00
$3.50
$3.50
$10.00
$5.00
$14.00

When ordering a key ring,ask if
a number you like is available.

Balcombe Sketch – Memorial Gates

For the sketches, send an email to:
merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org

“WITH SKILL AND FIGHTING: CRAFTSMEN OF THE AUSTRALIAN ARMY 1942-2014”
From RAQ Spanner News Edition 3 – 21, October 2021

Copies of this wonderful RAEME Corps memoir are still available. To purchase a book, deposit $40.00 by
electronic transfer to the following account: RAEME Corps Fund, BSB – 833205, Acct – 20509705.
Once payment is made, email proof of payment (a scanned copy of your deposit receipt), your name, delivery
address and contact phone number to RAEME.HOCCell@defence.gov.au and CC acting SO2 Corps Heritage WO1
Reinhold Dekrell, reinhold.dekrell1@defence.gov.au. The HOC Cell will distribute the book on confirmation of
payment. If you have any queries, contact the HOC Cell directly on (02) 6055 2274, prior to ordering.

RAEME humour book “Straight from the Horse's Mouth”
“… a compilation of 101 funny stories from around our Corps. Some of these stories
go back to the late 1940s, being when our Corps was in its infancy.
Names have been changed to protect the innocent (and the not-so-innocent) but we
are sure those who were there at the time will remember exactly what happened.
… profits … will go to the Corps National Association for projects to support both
serving and retired members.”
Released on the Corps Birthday last year, the first copies were handed out at a
function at Capital Brewing in Canberra and additional copies sold. All copies have
now been sold.
Brigadier James Allen RAEME Head of Corps, in his foreword, wrote:
“I commend this book to you as a light hearted look at RAEME esprit de corps and
heritage. I hope there will be many more similar books compiled in future years to
add to our rich and colourful history. Arte et Marte, Ian Cook and Pete Shefford”
Another print run of the first edition is being finalised as this Newsletter goes out. Orders may be placed at
https://forms.gle/rpUZy732G76YPJbK7 but will be closed off mid-February so don't delay. If you have a funny
story to tell for the next edition, send it to the editors at FunnyStories@raeme.com so it can be considered.

First World War quiz question cards giveaway
By Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, Newsletter Editor, news@austarmyapprentice.org

I have a pack of 100 quiz question cards from the Australian War Memorial to give away
(the image on the face of the cards is from https://www.awm.gov.au/collection/C54983).
I will send the pack to the first Apprentice who sends me his or her name, Intake, trade
and postal address, and the answer to question no 21 in the pack; ie: “Who was Arthur
Bazeley, and what important role did he play in the history of the Australian War
Memorial?”
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Book giveaways
1. In the last issue, I offered a book giveaway “Sticking to our guns: A
troubled past produces a superb weapon”. I received no requests for
the book, but I did find someone to give it to at the RAEME Birthday
celebration at Capital Brewing in Fyshwick last December.
2. I have another book in the series, “The Bushmaster: From concept
to combat” by Brendan Nicholson. It discusses the Defence of
Australia policy (the defence of continental Australia against external
attack, requiring highly mobile armed forces, in lightly armoured
vehicles to protect occupants from light weapons and land mines).
Project Bushranger led to the development of the very successful
Bushmaster protected mobility vehicles (PMVs).
The book tracks the progress through UN operations in Namibia and
Cambodia, where South African mine-protected vehicles were
provided to the contingents, deployment of two prototype
Bushmasters to East Timor in 1999, the threat of mines and IEDs in
the Middle East and Afghanistan, project problems that almost led
to cancellation, the RAEME Project Managers who helped to save
the Project and, eventually, full production.
Above: Bushmaster PMVs from 2RAR in convoy during a patrol at Shoalwater Bay Training Area in NQld during Ex-Talisman
Sabre 2017. Australian Department of Defence, online https://images.defence.gov.au/assets/20170717adf8581277_071.jpg.
The book is also available online at https://www.aspi.org.au/report/bushmaster-concept-combat.

If you would like this copy, all I need from you is your name, intake, and postal address and I will send it to you.

Sailing On WA
Founder Guy Mewburn, 29th Electronics Tradesman

Formed in 2021, Sailing On (https://www.sailingonwa.org.au) is a not-for-profit organisation that aims to improve
the mental health and wellbeing of current and former ADF members by providing opportunities to learn new
skills, be part of a team, and support each other through the repair and sailing of disused yachts. Sailing On is
based out of South of Perth Yacht Club, Applecross WA.
Members can learn sailing and boat maintenance skills, make new friends, and take part in competition sailing,
with all boats and equipment provided.
The low annual membership fee of $65 per year includes: basic crewing course and basic boat maintenance
training, all safety equipment, free sailing any time on Sailing On’s boats, and additional optional training,
including: Level 1 Yachting, skipper’s ticket, and open ocean sailing.
Sailing On is also on Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/sailingonaustralia) and Guy has created a GoFundMe
fundraiser (https://www.gofundme.com/manage/supporting-service-veterans-via-a-sailing-program) with the
aim of supporting payment of costs like pen fees and boat maintenance.

History
Balcombe Memorial “Marines” Gates – original plaques
There was discussion recently about the plaques on the Balcombe Memorial Gates. These three photos give the
answer (also see “Mt Martha House”, TAA May 2016). The two (right) that are currently on the Gates are replicas.
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Royal Engineers
Prompted by a Facebook post on 29 Oct 2021 on Royal Engineers Historical Facts by Robert Engstrom, 16th Bricklayer

On 1 July 1902, the Corps of Engineers was formed from the amalgamation of the engineer units from the
colonies with the small regular component granted the prefix “Royal”. Over the next 30-odd years, the Corps
included the RAE Signal Service and the Survey Section RAE which, by 1932 had both separated to form separate
corps, and the Corps of Royal Australian Engineers was named on 31 January 1936. During WW2 RAE units served
in all the major campaigns and then post-War Malaya and Vietnam. In recent times, RAE members have served in
numerous peacekeeping and combat operations across the globe. On 1 July 1996 the RAE reabsorbed the Royal
Australian Survey Corps.
Sources: www.army.gov.au and Wikipedia.
In Robert’s Facebook post, he pasted a copy of a post from a Royal Engineers member who listed a range of
interesting facts about the Royal Engineers (RE). A brief timeline of the RE can be found on the RE Website
(www.army.mod.uk); ie: the Corps of Engineers was formed on 26 May 1716, with only 28 officers; the Corps of
Royal Engineers was established in 1856, including officers and non-commissioned ranks; the Royal Engineers
Army Football Club won the FA Cup; the defence of Rorke’s Drift commanded by RE LT John Chard in 1879
(everyone remembers the movie “Zulu”); and tunnelling operations assisted WW1 in 1916.
Also listed on the Facebook post were: MAJGEN Scott of the RE designed and oversaw the construction of the
Royal Albert Hall; Sappers invented military diving and taught the first Royal Navy divers; the RE Colonel-in-Chief
is HM the Queen; COL Bye of the RE built the Rideau Canal from Quebec to Lake Ontario; the RE features in a
poem “Sapper” by Rudyard Kipling – “There’s only one Corps that is perfect – that’s us; An’ they call us Her
Majesty’s Engineers”; and in 1911, the RE Air Battalion which was the first to man balloons, airships and kites,
became the Royal Flying Corps in 1912 and then the Royal Air Force in 1918.
A further Web search revealed (https://bootcampmilitaryfitnessinstitute.com) listing these and other facts.

Royal Australian Engineers
The Corps of Royal Australian Engineers (RAE) began as the Corps of Volunteer Engineers on 15 November 1860.
The Corps supports Government response to natural disasters and emergencies and provides combat support to
counter improvised explosive device operations, construction projects and specialist engineer capabilities. The
RAE corps motto is ‘Follow the Sapper’ a phrase coined during the Crimean War (1854-56), where many of the
assaults through the saps onto the Russian positions were led by Royal Engineer officers and members of the
Royal Sappers and Miners.
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Army Apprentices contribution to 32 Small Ship Squadron
Prepared by: Brian Clulow, 19th Fitter and Turner, and Ross McMurray, 16th Fitter and Turner and Secretary 32 Small Ship
Squadron – RAE Association, September 2021

“This unit was a truly unique one in the Australian Army. During the life of the Squadron at least 57 Apprentices
served in key technical positions within the unit. The intake range was from the 1st through to the 22nd. A member
known to many is Frank Poole [RIP], the Army Apprentices Association’s Inaugural President.
The ships’ complement was three officers and 36 soldiers in peacetime and increased to four officers and 47
soldiers during active service.The intake representation and break-up by trades are as per the tables below.
Intake
1
4
5
10
11
13
14

Members
1
1
2
1
1
1
7

Intake
15
16
17
18
19
21
22

Members
7
11
9
7
6
1
2

Trades
Clerk
Draftsman
Electrical Mechanic
Fitter and Turner
Radio Mechanic
Vehicle Mechanic

Members
2
1
8
36
9
1

Squadron Background
32 Small Ship Squadron was raised in 1959 after it was found that the Army was restricted by sub-standard road
and rail facilities in moving 54-ton Centurion tanks of the 1st Armoured Regiment from their base in Puckapunyal,
Victoria. To overcome this, the Army purchased four ex-World War II US Navy Landing Ships Medium (LSM). The
RAN at that time had no interest in this type of administrative sealift, and Army, with a long history of small ship
and landing craft operations, raised 32 Small Ship Squadron, RAE.
At some 203 ft length overall, with a beam of 34 ft and displacement of over 900 tons loaded, the ships were too
large for the Army berths available at either Sydney or Brisbane; however, they were initially based at Chowder
Bay. With the closure of Mort’s Dock at Woolwich, Army purchased the property and 32 Small Ship Squadron
moved in there in 1963 and remained there until its disbandment in 1971.
The ships of the Squadron were named after prominent Australian generals, being: AV1353 Harry Chauvel (ex-US
Navy LSM 319), AV1354 Brudenell White (ex-US Navy LSM 477), AV1355 Vernon Sturdee (ex-US Navy LSM 315),
AV1356 Clive Steele (ex US Navy LSM 547).
The Squadron also operated the largest ship to have ever been operated by the Australian Army, the 1400 ton,
233-foot-long coastal cargo vessel AS3051 John Monash which was purchased from the Adelaide Steamship
Company in 1965. It saw service in Papua New Guinea and South Vietnam.
The purpose of a landing ship is to beach and allow tracked and wheeled vehicles to drive ashore via the ship’s
bow ramp. General cargo can also be discharged this way. The LSM was powered by two Fairbanks Morse diesel
engines, each with 20 vertically opposed pistons which developed 1800 horsepower sufficient to cruise at around
12 knots. It had a steaming radius of 3500 miles. As previously stated, crews varied from task to task, but the
normal complement was three officers and 36 soldiers in peacetime and increased to four officers and 47 soldiers
during active service.
Support to the Australian Defence Force
As well as having the capacity to deliver Centurion tanks, the LSM was an outstanding vessel for working around
the Australian coastline. The ships undertook many tasks in Australian waters, mainly supporting the Army but
also carrying out requests for assistance from civilian authorities including relocating cattle in Queensland and
transporting heavy mining equipment to King Island. Support to the Army included exercises Spring Tide, Autumn
Tide, Carbine, Lost Horizon, Quick Step, Long Shot, Barra Winga, Bell Bird, and Operation Blowdown.
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AV1356 Clive Steele: Centurion tank trials at Horseshoe
Beach in Newcastle Harbour NSW in 1961, then Minister
for the Army, Mr Ford on the hull of the lead tank

AV1353 Harry Chauvel:
Little Beach, Port Stephens NSW

Assistance to the Australian Army Survey Corps was often provided by the ships through the provision of
maritime support for the coast of Arnhem Land. Harry Chauvel and Brudenell White were fitted with helipads to
increase their capability. Support to Australian Army Survey detachments was also provided in Indonesia at
various times.
Support to Papua New Guinea
All ships spent considerable time operating in Papua New Guinea waters during the 1960s, assisting in ‘Nation
Building’ prior to that country’s independence. All ships spent long periods there carrying out such tasks as
delivering and withdrawing vehicles, machinery, stores and plant equipment for RAE Construction Squadrons that
were developing roads and airfields, conducting recruiting patrols for the Pacific Island Regiment, undertaking
navigational surveys of riverine systems, and moving stores and equipment around the island for the PNG
Defence Force. In 1964, Brudenell White, under command of Captain Wally Blumenfeld, carried out a survey
support task where the ship navigated the Sepik River to the May River junction – a distance of 595 km. No other
ship of this size has ever reached so far up this river before or since.
Operational Service
Borneo. Harry Chauvel and Vernon Sturdee were deployed to Borneo in 1964, providing exceptional support to
the Australian Army during the Indonesian confrontation.
Vietnam. From 1966 to 1971, all ships served in South Vietnam with at least one LSM generally “on station”
throughout the period of Australia’s involvement. In January 1968, two Centurion Armoured Recovery Vehicles
were loaded onto Clive Steele in Sydney, which then sailed to Melbourne to take on two Centurion Bridgelayers.
The ship then sailed to Vietnam via Townsville and Labuan, arriving at Vung Tau on 13 February 1968. This was
the first consignment of heavy armour to Vietnam and was part of C Squadron, 1st Armoured Regiment. Twelve
Centurion tanks followed on HMAS Jeparit. Because there was no heavy lift crane at Vung Tau, the Jeparit had to
sail to Cam Ranh Bay, accompanied by the Clive Steele. The tanks were then loaded onto the Clive Steele, four at a
time, and transported to Vung Tau.
During the next four years, the LSMs played a significant role in transporting the tanks, including battle casualties,
back to Australia.
The vessels saw constant service along the coastline of Vietnam south of the DMZ including the resupply of
armaments to the RAAF at Phan Rang.
Many voyages were completed along the Saigon and Mekong Rivers in support of Australian and allied forces, and
it was on one of these voyages that Clive Steele was engaged by enemy fire.
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AV1354 Brudenell White: off Vietnam

AV1356 Clive Steele: loading a battle-damaged
tank, Vung Tau, 1969
AV1356 Clive Steel:
morning parade
Note the footwear, cigarettes, and
18th Fitter & Turner Barry (Bungy) Waters –
2nd left rear row.
Ship engineers wore white overalls.

Squadron disbandment
In the early 1970s, after the withdrawal of Australian forces from South Vietnam, it was decided that due to
maintenance difficulties and costs the ships would be disposed of, and 32 Small Ship Squadron be disbanded.
With the sale of the ships went the Army’s role in operating sea-going vessels. The RAN would now take over this
function. Headquarters 32 Small Ship Squadron remained at Woolwich Barracks until the ships reached the end of
their economic life and were sold. The Squadron disbanded in 1971. The John Monash was retained under
command of 1st Terminal Group until it was sold in 1972. During the life of the Squadron, the four LSMs and the
John Monash sailed in excess of 600,000 nautical miles in support of the Australian Defence Force.
Affiliation with Hunters Hill RSL Sub-Branch
In 1975, some ex-members of 32 Small Ship Squadron requested the RSL Sub-Branch for permission to use the
hall for committee meetings and occasional social functions such as Anzac Day reunions for the newly formed 32
Small Ship Squadron RAE Association Incorporating RAE Transportation. This was subsequently approved and, in
appreciation, the Association members from time to time carried out maintenance to the building, including repainting it. They also constructed an additional storeroom at the rear of the hall which benefited both
organisations.
The Sub-Branch granted the Association permission to decorate the annexe next to the bar with Squadron
memorabilia such as lamps, flags, plaques, paintings and ships’ ‘Tally Boards’. This has brightened the place up
somewhat and has given the Association an identity and a place to call home. The Association has had a long and
happy relationship with the Sub-Branch and many Association members have joined the RSL in appreciation. May
it long continue!”
For further reading, visit “The Forgotten Fleet 32 Small Ship Squadron” at
http://www.32smallshipsqn.org.au/_assets/Forgotten%20Fleet/8_32%20Small%20Ship%20Squadron.pdf (Ed)
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Army History Unit – Middle East
Images and Article Courtesy of Defence (via RAQ Friday Files 19 Nov 2021)

“Members of the Australian Army History Unit have collected more than
1500 historic artefacts from ADF operations across the Middle East since
2001.
The ADF Field History Team transported the heritage items to Australia in
July. Select items are on display in the Australian War Memorial and ADF
museums across Australia.

Above and below:
Some prized possessions collected by
the Australian Army History Unit,
created by RAEME.
Photos courtesy of Robert Minato (31st
ET and AAAA N Vic Regional Rep)

Team leader LTCOL Andrew White said the collection provided insights into
the work and the equipment used by ADF members on deployment.
“There’s a significant number of rotation boards, which are metal or wood
signage and artwork made by deployed elements,” Lieutenant Colonel
White said. The team liaised with Joint Task Force 633 to identify the
artefacts and managed the cataloguing process.
LTCOL White said the primary focus when assessing an item for heritage
value was on providence (sic). “These are genuine artefacts that will help
the Australian public to understand the activities and duties carried out by
the ADF on deployments in the Middle East,” LTCOL White said.
“It’s also important for veterans to be able to reflect on their own service
overseas, to give them the opportunity to show and talk to their loved ones
about their experiences.”
Lieutenant Colonel White said he was amazed by the creativity of the
deployed ADF women and men. “We discovered clever artworks and
customised equipment designed to meet a specific purpose,” Lieutenant
Colonel White said.
“We even found a stretcher with wheels attached that can be towed behind
a bike, and a bespoke trike-bike tailored by signallers to assist in laying
communication cable.” The history team was deployed from Australia
following the cessation of operations in Afghanistan to ensure key items
across the region were secured and conserved.
To learn more about the Australian Army History Unit and its museums,
visit: www.army.gov.au/our-heritage/history.”

RAEME Spanner Packs
From RAQ Spanner News Edition 3-21 October 2021

Readers may be aware of RAEME Spanner Packs. “In early 2007, RAEME Association NSW commenced a comfort
care pack program for RAEME men and women on operations. Mr Fred Jolly and Mr Clyde Cook managed and
coordinated this early program on behalf of then President and Committee of RANSW. … approximately 300
packs were dispatched ... In November 2007 … RAQ agreed to take over program management and coordination.
‘Operation Spanner Pack’ was … managed and coordinated by RAQ until 2011, at which time, the RAEME National
Association (now the RAEME National Network (RNN)), was formed [and took] over management of “Spanner
Pack”, as it became known, as well as the coordination function, to remain with RAQ. In 2016, RAQ … assumed
management and coordination of “Spanner Pack”.”
For more information on Spanner Packs or to donate, visit the Shop on the RAQ Website at
www.qld.raeme.org.au where you will find a “ Make a Donation ” tag. Not only do members on overseas
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operations receive the Packs, but as many overseas personnel as possible receive them. Our Patron, MAJGEN
Andrew Freeman AM received one before Christmas last year.
In an email to Ray Norman, Spanner Pack Convenor, Andrew wrote, “I am still
here in Washington (I have another year to go as Australia’s Defence Attaché)
and it was a great surprise as we approach Christmas to receive a Spanner Pack. I
don’t think it matters what rank or age you are, it is always special when
someone receives a gift – it reminds us that we belong to a very thoughtful
family/community that truly values friendship and importantly we are not
forgotten – thank you!!!
I have attached a photo of me standing in front of the RAEME Flag that I was
presented when I was Head of Corps. I proudly fly this flag each year on the Corps
Birthday and for the past 2 years I have flown it outside the Residence of the
Defence Attaché here in Washington.”

Our Committee
http://austarmyapprentice.org/about/committee/

Patron – MAJGEN Andrew Freeman AM, 40th Elec Fitter
Office Bearers
President – Keith Lowe, 22nd F&T
Vice-president – Greg Haggett, 40th P&G
Secretary – Steve Doudle, 25th VM
Treasurer – Richard Pike, 21st VM
Committee Members
Welfare Officer – Barry Minster OAM, 20th RM
Public Officer – Ray Wilson, 15th Plumber
Heritage Officer – Lutz Preusche, 27th ET
Membership Secretary – Graeme Smail, 35th ET
Ordinary Committee Members
Member 1 – Jeff Heron, 21st RM, Life Member,
Newsletter Editor
Member 2 – Bob Clarke, 22nd VM
Member 3 – Mick O’Donnell, 22nd Bricklayer – New
member – welcome Mick!
Member 4 – Merchandise Officer – vacant,
Richard Pike, 21st VM (Acting)

Member 5 – John Culbert, 18th C&J
Member 6 – Wayne Davis, 50th Elec Fitter
Appointees
Honorary Trustee – Jim Hislop OAM, 9th F&T
Auditor – Gary Lancaster, 22nd F&T
Legal Adviser – Rod Perkins, 24th F&T
Chaplain/s – vacant
Regional Representatives – to be confirmed
WA – Bob Coventry, 22nd RM
NT – Rod Perkins, 24th F&T
S Qld – Brian Daley OAM, 14th VM, Life Member
NSW – Richard Pike, 21st VM
ACT – Jeff Heron, 21st RM, Life Member
N Vic – Rob Minato, 31st ET
SA – Michael Thompson, 26th VM
N Qld – vacant
Vic Metro, S Vic, Central Vic – vacant
Tas – vacant

Contributions to The Apprentice About
The Apprentice About (TAA) is published quarterly (in February, May, August and November). Submissions close
on the 15th of the month preceding each edition; ie: 15 July for August, 15 October for November, 15 January for
February and 15 April for May. If you have any contributions (which would be greatly appreciated) please email
them to the Editor at news@austarmyapprentice.org or mail them to the address on the cover.
We are still interested in articles about Bonegilla, from the ‘80s and ‘90s, as well as more Corps-specific items.

Disclaimer
Information, views and opinions expressed in “The Apprentice About” originate from many different sources and
contributors throughout our membership. Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reflect the
views and opinions of the AAAA.
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