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Anzac Day 

April 25th was Anzac Day, a significant and meaningful day to honour and mark the key 
military action fought by Australian and New Zealand forces in the First World War. 
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It is also a day to acknowledge the long-lasting effects that service in the Defence force 
can have on people’s lives. 
 
As Anzac Day commemorations were held across the country, Commissioners Nick 
Kaldas and Peggy Brown attended the Dawn Service at the Sydney Cenotaph to 
honour those who have previously and currently serve. 

The Royal Commission recognises and would like to acknowledge the sacrifices made 
by generations of Australian military personnel, their families and loved ones. 

We understand that Anzac Day can also be a difficult time for many people. As we 
conduct hearings across the country, we also know that some of the themes and 
information being discussed may be distressing. Please reach out if you need support. 
 
Crisis support services are available through the Royal Commission website. 

    

  
  

 

After making a submission 

Making a submission is the best way to share your story with the Royal Commission. If 
you decide to share your story with us, here are a few things to keep in mind after 
you’ve made your submission. 
 
Once you have made your submission you will receive confirmation via email or post, 
as long as you have provided contact details. This confirmation will include your 
submission ID number. If it doesn’t appear in your email inbox within a few minutes, 
please check your spam or junk folder. 

Every submission is read, carefully review and recorded. Royal Commission staff from 
the Counselling and Enquiry Support team, Policy teams, as well as solicitors and 
Counsel Assisting read the submissions. They identify common themes, experiences, 
risk factors and review suggested recommendations.  

You can add additional information and attachments and make changes to your 
submission if you wish - the Counselling and Enquiry Support team can help you with 
this. You can call the Counselling and Enquiry Support team on 1800 329 095 (9:00 am 
– 5:00 pm Monday to Friday AEST, excluding public holidays) or email them at 
DVSRC.Enquiries@royalcommission.gov.au. 

As the Royal Commission has been extended until 17 June 2024, the deadlines 
for making submissions and requesting private sessions have been extended. 
You can now make submissions until 13 October 2023 and request private 
sessions until 28 April 2023. 

    



3

 

 

 

  

 

Australian War Memorial visit 

While in Canberra for Hearing Block 4, the Commissioners and 40 Royal Commission 
staff visited the Australian War Memorial. As part of the visit we attended the Last Post 
Ceremony which was dedicated to Private Willian George who served Australia in the 
First World War. Commissioners Nick Kaldas, James Douglas and Peggy Brown each 
laid a wreath at the pool of reflection. 

    

  

 

After the Last Post Ceremony, the Commissioners and Royal Commission staff were 
given a tour of the memorial and listened to a talk by Australian War Memorial Director 
Matt Anderson and two of the art collection curators. The Commissioners also viewed 
artwork relating to trauma and suicide, including a model of Every drop shed in anguish 
by Alex Seton, a planned memorial to those who have taken their own lives after 
serving in the Australia Defence Force. 

    

  
  

 

Hearing Block 5 – Townsville 
 
The Royal Commission into Defence and Veteran Suicide will hold its fifth public 
hearing in Townsville at the Mercure Hotel Townsville from Monday 20 June 2022. More 
details will be made available closer to the date, including registration information. 

    

  
  

Request a private session Make an online submission 
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Enquiries 
 
You can call us on 1800 329 095 or +61 2 5122 3105, 9:00 am – 5:00 pm Monday to 
Friday AEDT, excluding public holidays. 
 
For a free-of-charge translator or interpreter phone the Translating and Interpreting 
Service on 131 450. Ask to be connected to 02 5122 3105. 
 
Or you can email us at DVSRC.enquiries@royalcommission.gov.au. 
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