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From the President 

By Keith Lowe, 22nd Fitter and Turner, President AAAA, president@austarmyapprentice.org 

Members, as I write this the news isn’t great with another wave of Covid on its way. I trust none of you are 
impacted this time round and those who enjoy travel have been able to do so safely. 

Sadly, since writing my piece for the May Newsletter, I have had the unenviable task of processing a further 31 
names of Apprentices to our Vale list, an increase of nine, with those we have lost spanning the 2nd to the 46th 
Intakes. The names are included in the Vale List update below. I extend my personal condolences to all who have 
been impacted by these losses. Regrettably our Vale list now contains a total of 1,237 names of Apprentices we 
know of who have died since enlisting. 

Lest We Forget 

National Reunion October 2023 

Celebrating the 75th ANNIVERSARY OF THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE ARMY APPRENTICE SCHEME. Thanks to all 
who have responded to our request for expressions of interest to attend. This information is valuable in assisting 
your organisers to arrange suitable venues. Regrettably however, there has been some feedback indicating “we 
are not going to respond at this stage”. This attitude is disappointing as without it there will potentially be some 
who miss out as priority will be given to those who have expressed their interest in attending. 

It is still not too late to express your interest but please do so soon if you haven’t done so already at 
events@austarmyapprentice.org. 

Other matters 

Again, in my last Newsletter report I appealed to readers to let us know how your Association can better serve 
you and attract new members. Disappointingly, there have not been any responses so, once again, if you think we 
can do better please let us know. 

Your Committee members all provide their time to your Association on a voluntary basis; some due to the 
positions held have varying workloads. Currently eight of your Committee members are over the age of 70 with a 
couple of others not far off. 

Members we need younger folk to become involved so we can have a succession plan to ensure the viable 
longevity of our Association. I appeal to all those from our younger intakes to please consider becoming involved. 

Until next time stay well and look out for each other. All the best. 

Plaque giveaway 

Last issue’s offer of an Army Apprentices 50 Years 1998 plaque was taken up by Eric Tasker, 34th Plumber and 
Gasfitter. Enjoy! 

http://www.austarmyapprentice.org/
mailto:president@austarmyapprentice.org
mailto:events@austarmyapprentice.org
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Queen’s Birthday Honours 2022 

Our congratulations to all those who have been awarded for their service in the latest Queen’s Birthday Honours 
list. If we have missed any, we are happy to received notification of such and will publish any more in upcoming 
Newsletters. 

WO1 Bradley Scott Bargenquast OAM, 48th Intake Motor Mechanic, Medal of the Order of Australia in 
the Military Division 

“For meritorious service as the Regimental Sergeant Major of the 11th Combat Service Support Battalion, 
1st Combat Signal Regiment and Royal Military College - Duntroon. 

Warrant Officer Class One Bargenquast has made an outstanding contribution to the development and training of 
Army's leaders during his service as a Regimental Sergeant Major. The example he sets through his commitment 
to living Our Values and Good Soldiering and his remarkable ability to influence all ranks has made a positive 
impact on a generation of Army's future leaders. An exemplary soldier and exceptional leader, his dedication and 
professionalism as a Regimental Sergeant Major are in the finest traditions of the Australian Army and the 
Australian Defence Force.” 

BRIG Matthew Ivan Burr AM, 41st Intake Electronics Tradesman, Member in the Military Division of 
the Order of Australia 

“For exceptional service as Commander of the 4th Brigade force assigned as Commander Joint Task Force 646 and 
Commander Joint Task Group 629.2. 

Brigadier Burr has demonstrated exceptional commitment and leadership in directing Defence's contribution to 
the Victorian Government's emergency management responses and to Army outcomes. He has enhanced the 
Australian Defence Force reputation through the application of outstanding leadership, skill and judgement. This 
has delivered exceptional outcomes which constitute a remarkable contribution to the whole of government 
response to two of the most significant disasters experienced by the State of Victoria in recent history.” 

WO1 Michael Leonard Waters OAM, 42nd Intake Fitter and Turner, Medal of the Order of Australia in 
the Military Division 

“For meritorious service in senior Artificer Sergeant Major roles inside Army Headquarters and Special Operations 
Command. 

Warrant Officer Class One Waters has demonstrated exceptional performance in multiple senior Artificer 
Sergeant Major appointments. His leadership and expertise has enhanced Defence's ability to meet current and 
future land capability requirements. A dedication to mentoring has ensured the next generation of engineers and 
maintainers are equipped to support the deployment of military power. His performance has been of the highest 
order and in keeping with the finest traditions of the Australian Army and the Australian Defence Force.” 
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Apprentices in the news 

MAJGEN Andrew Freeman AM, 40th Intake Electrical Fitter, Patron AAAA, Anzac Day 2022, 
Washington DC 

Article and photo courtesy of AUSInTheUS Facebook via RAQ Friday Files 

“Today Australians reflect, honour and remember our servicemen and servicewomen for #anzacday. Their 
courage, mateship and sacrifice are a part of Australia's national identity. 

Thank you to all those who joined us in commemorating our ANZACs this morning at the World War I Memorial in 
Washington DC. Lest We Forget.” 

MAJ Graham Anderson, 31st Intake Motor Mech, Team Army, 2022 Australian Formula 1 Grand Prix 

Article and photo courtesy of Defence Images (http://images.defence.gov.au/20220409Army8270357_0273.jpg) 

“Australian Army officer Major Graham Anderson shows Royal Australian Air Force trainee technician 
Aircraftsman Donald Sanger (right) over the Team Army 'Project Digger' performance vehicle during the 2022 
Australian Formula 1 Grand Prix at Albert Park in Melbourne.” 

 

Above: MAJGEN Andrew Freeman AM 40th Intake Electrical 
Fitter, attending the Anzac Day Service in 2022 at the WWI 

Memorial in Washington DC 

 

Above: MAJ Graham Anderson, 31st Intake Motor Mechanic 
(left) and RAAF trainee technician Aircraftsman Donald 

Sanger (right) with “Project Digger” 

WO2 Stephen Bradly McGUIRE, 37th Fitter and Turner – Federation Star 

In June 2022 in Canberra, with his family present, Stephen (Sticks) McGuire was 
presented with a Federation Star to his Defence Force Service Medal, representing 40 
years’ service. The first four, five-year clasps are replaced by a single silver Federation Star 
for the fifth clasp. Congratulations Stephen and thank you for your service. 

Image courtesy of the Commonwealth and Department of Defence. 

Farewell to the last-serving Apprentice Musicians 

From Stuart Colhoun, 36th and Kevin Noon CSM, 14A Intake Musicians 

Recently farewelled at the AABC Dining-in-Night at the RMC SGTs’ 
Mess on Wednesday 22 June 2022, and marking the end of ex-
Apprentice Musicians in the ARA, were: 

(L-R): MAJ Nigel Davy, 34th Class, WO2 Graeme Hey, 34th Class and 
MAJ Lindsay Mee, 33rd Class. 

Lindsay Mee, who had been serving full time since graduating, is 
transferring to the Reserves, where there are still several ex-Appy 
musicians lurking in the GRES bands. [Next issue will include an update on Apprentice Musicians still serving. Ed] 

http://images.defence.gov.au/20220409Army8270357_0273.jpg
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Retirement of 219203, CAPT John Thomas LAND OAM, 24th Intake Fitter and Turner 

From RAEME Queensland Friday Files, 1 July 2022 

A farewell dinner was held in June 2022 with speeches and presentations by Head of RAEME Corps Rep, COL 
(Retd) Andrew Adams, 35th Intake Electronics Tradesman, Head of School of Infantry, and Tim Gellel and Neil 
Dailey from Aust Army History Unit. 

John Land joined the Army on 21 January 1969 as a 24th Intake Fitter and Turner, graduating on 7 Dec 1971. He 
was allocated into RAE, serving with 1st Field Engineer Regt, SME and 6th Signal Regt. He transferred to RAEME in 
January 1979 and served with 11th Supply Bn, Armd Centre, HQ 2 EME GP (EIS), and Infantry Centre. John was 
discharged from the ARA on 31 January 1989 and transferred to the ARES, posted to the Infantry Development 
Cell, School of Infantry as the Assistant Curator/Armourer at the Infantry Museum. 

He was posted into the newly raised Army History Unit (AHU) in 1998 when Corps and Regional Museums came 
under AHU command. In Apr 2000, he completed a Master of Applied Science (Materials Conservation) to 
become Army’s Museum Conservator and Advisor. He was commissioned as a CAPT in June 2002 into the 
Manager’s position at the Infantry Museum, holding the position until June 2011, when he became the full-time 
APS Curator at the Museum and posted to HQ AHU as SO2 Museum Technical Advice Cell. 

John retired from uniform service on 6 Oct 2020 after a combined 51yrs 8mths ARA/ARES service and continued 
APS Curator role until 30 Jun 22, completing 53yrs 5mths service in Defence. 

Awards include: 1995 – DCGS Silver Commendation, 2020 – OAM (Mil Div), and 2020 - 3rd Federation Star (DLSM). 

Paul “Jenko” Jenkinson, 20th Intake Vehicle Mechanic – William J Ross award 

Thanks to Peter Thompson, 21st Intake Vehicle Mechanic 

The annual William J Ross award for 2021 was given recently to Paul Jenkinson for his dedicated service to the 
Tewantin/Noosa RSL Sub Branch and veteran community. William Ross was the Sub Branch’s founding President 
in 1920. Jenko received the award at the Men’s Shed where he volunteers as Chief Barista and Barman. Paul has 
been Sub Branch Parade Commander and Parade Commander trainer, he “envisioned” the 2015 Gallipoli landing 
re-enactment for the WWI Centenary on Noosa Main Beach, was Youth Development Officer for schools in the 
community, and Sub Branch transport officer and chauffeured the Legacy Ladies once a month to their lunches. 

Welfare and Vale notices 

Contact: Association Welfare Officer Barry Minster OAM, 20th Intake Radio Mechanic, welfare@austarmyapprentice.org 

The Welfare Officer: 

*  supports members in determining their welfare and other Commonwealth and State Government entitlements 
    by helping them locate organisations who may assist 
*  liaises with similar service bodies on welfare matters 
*  on advice of the death of members, ensures that information is correct and that NOKs are being cared for, 
    sends condolences, and advises the Secretary of updates required on the Website 
*  on advice of members in hospital, sick or otherwise indisposed, arranges visits to ensure his/her welfare. 

Vale notices 

The untimely passing of a former Army Apprentice is always a sad occasion. It is important when notifying of the 
passing that we are clear about the details of the notice. 

The Association maintains a full listing of all personnel who enlisted in the Army Apprentice Scheme, either at 
Balcombe or Latchford Barracks, whether they completed their training or not. Within this register, all of the 
details of a member’s passing are recorded for all who have access to see. Additionally, if necessary, the 
Association contacts dependants of a member who has passed. Therefore, it is necessary that all collected 
information is correct and accurate. All advice of the passing of Apprentices needs to be notified on the AAAA 
Website to start the process of verification and posting of notices. 

mailto:welfare@austarmyapprentice.org
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We accept that there are many ways in which we all find out about the passing, e.g. Facebook, email, phone calls, 
etc. If you become aware of the details of a deceased Apprentice, then the area to correctly record the 
information is at https://austarmyapprentice.org/vale-notification-form/. 

In Step 1, the compulsory field in the form is Deceased’s Name * (as it would be shown on the roll). For Date of 
Death, select the date if known, else leave blank and insert any known date details (e.g. month and/or year) in 
the confirmation field in Step 2. This will trigger a verification process to enable accurate information to be 
obtained. Other information required (if available) is, Regimental No, Intake, Trade, and Next of Kin Details and 
Address. Then, Step 2 is for your details and supporting information to be entered. Notices are then forwarded to 
the Secretary for action, i.e. notifying the Welfare Officer, President, Membership Secretary if necessary, and 
Newsletter Editor for action such as: finalisation of the recording, publicising details on the Vale and Intake Lists 
on the Website, updating the Membership records, and entering in the Newsletter. 

This edition’s Vale summary includes historic entries. Thank you to all those who have provided details. If anyone 
has information to fill the gaps, or information of any other deceased Apprentices, please contact us as above. 

Intake Reg No Name Trade Passed away 

7 18527 Heinz Dietrich COOPS-BLUME Fitter and Turner Oct 1980 TBC 

33 226598 James Burton WATSON Electronics Tradesman 3 May 1990 

13 18616 Clifford Cecil (Cec) BUDGE Radio Mechanic 2020 TBC 

19 243410 William David John GARDENER Electrical Mechanic 23 Jun 2020 

9 242888 Walter Keith ROBINS Musician 25 Jan 2022 

30 47733 William Ronald (Bill) CLELAND Fitter Maintenance 6 Feb 2022 

2 242523 Barry DEADMAN Plumber 27 Feb 2022 

7 242700 Richard Arthur McKENZIE Bricklayer 8 Apr 2022 

20 18926 Martin Willem Dirk STRIJLAND Carpenter and Joiner 18 May 2022 

30 317892 Jeffrey Garth (Simmo) SIMPSON Fitter Maintenance 22 May 2022 

10A 58634 Barry Alexander TEAL Clerk 25 May 2022 

33 552762 Alexander Colin MARSHALL Musician 26 May 2022 
24 1202407 Michael David DOHERTY Radio Mechanic 27 May 2022 

25 45465 Raymond WARREN Vehicle Mechanic 4 Jun 2022 

19 342961 Paul CLARKE Radio Mechanic 5 Jun 2022 

17 243267 Charles Edward (Jock) COURTNEY Vehicle Mechanic  9 Jun 2022 

7 342596 Peter John HAWKRIDGE Fitter and Turner 10 Jun 2022 

12 243032 Warren Allan (Davey Crockett) MILLER Carpenter and Joiner 16 Jun 2022 TBC 

7 242678 John Edward CONSTABLE Telecom Mechanic 19 Jun 2022 

20 243447 Darryl John HAWKE Fitter and Turner 22 Jun 2022 

27 46270 Christopher James (Sully) SULLIVAN Vehicle Mechanic 22 Jun 2022 

11 48559 Robert Laurie MAILES Carpenter and Joiner 22 Mar 2022 

17 48639 Trevor Charles (Clyde) STEART Vehicle Mechanic 27 Jun 2022 

46 187322 Jason Aaron TINSON Motor Mechanic 1 Jul 2022 
40 326596 Alan Leslie PARGETER Electronics Tradesman 3 Jul 2022 

16 18704 Bruce Gordon RAYMENT Vehicle Mechanic 6 Jul 2022 

35 322393 Darryn James HOOPER Electrical Mechanic 9 Jul 2022 

25 45469 Robert Bernard Theodore DE VISSER Radio Mechanic 9 Jul 2022 

16 58759 Michael Gra ROSSER Electrical Fitter 10 Jul 2022 

12 243046 James Kenneth HOST Fitter and Turner 11 Jul 2022 
8 64287 John George (Jacky) BRETT Fitter and Turner 13 Jul 2022 

Vale – Barry Alexander TEAL, 10A Intake Clerk 

The AAAA is sad to announce the passing of Past-President, Barry Teal on Wednesday 25 May 2022. Barry was 
President in 2011 after the founding President, Frank Poole (RIP), 10th Intake Architectural Draughtsman had to 
step down due to personal reasons. Barry then stood down himself prior to the AGM in October 2011. 

In the short period Barry was President, he contributed in other, significant ways to the Association. Firstly, he 
developed the Association badge, which we use today. Secondly, Barry was one of the main organisers of the very 

https://austarmyapprentice.org/vale-notification-form/
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successful Apprentices Together 63rd Anniversary Reunion in Canberra in October 2011. And thirdly, Barry was 
heavily involved in the early days of the SPAASSM Project. He received an Association Certificate of Appreciation 
in 2019 for his role as President and for developing the badge. 

In the December 2011 Newsletter, incoming President, Lucas 
McGann, 35th Intake Electrical Fitter wrote: 
“Barry’s contribution as President from February this year, when 
Frank Poole had to unfortunately step down, was immense on 
more than one front. Barry was able to keep the Association 
operating and take on extra tasks himself that the membership 
expect to be carried out, play a pivotal part in the appointment of 
our new Patron, compile the Compendium for the reunion which 
everyone who attended obtained a copy, and all while his own 
health was not as he would have liked. It is not understating the 
point to say we nearly did not have Barry at all, which only makes 
his contribution all the more amazing.” 

Our condolences to Barry’s wife Karen and their family. 

(Above: Barry “Directing traffic” for the 2008 Bandiana Reunion photo) 

Vale – Robert Edwin (Bob) Turner, SI Radio Trades Wing, Balcombe and Bonegilla 

The Melbourne Herald Sun of 27 April 2022 reported that 
Bob Turner passed away in Mornington on 22 April 2022, 
aged in his 90s. Electrical and Radio Trades Apprentices 
between 1958 and 1986 will recall Bob as a true 
gentleman. He started as a RAEME SGT instructor in 1958 
in Elec Wing, eventually discharging and becoming a 
civilian instructor. By 1973, he was the SI Radio Trades 
Wing. He transferred to Bonegilla in 1983 and retired in 
1986 before returning to the Mornington Peninsula. 

The above image from the 1986 AAS Journal shows Bob on the right, celebrating his retirement with 
MR JM Putt (left), Building Trades Wing Instructor, and MR E Vogele (centre), SI Metal Trades Wing, also a retiree in 1986. 

Between the three, they had served for a combined total of 71 years at AAS. Bob is survived by his wife and son. 

Association members can access the AAS and Army College of TAFE Journals from 1951 to 1995 (less 1953, and 
1962 to 1969) via the Website Archives page. 

Chic Henry’s Memorial Service – Friday 7 May 2022 

In the last edition, we included a Vale notice for Chic Henry, 19th Intake Blacksmith. His memorial service was held 
on Friday 7 May 2022 in the Budawang Pavilion at Exhibition Park with about 400 attending. In true Chic Henry 
style, the afternoon included a selection of music from his early life with (of course) Chic introducing each piece. 

At least 10 Apprentices were there, including four from the 19th Intake. Three from D Coy, 1964-1966 are pictured 
below, from a Facebook post by Kevin Burrows,19th Intake Blacksmith. 

 

Left to right: Brian Clulow 19th Fitter and Turner, Kevin 
(Rabs) Burrows 19th Blacksmith, and Frank O'Brien 19th 
Fitter and Turner. 
Also present were: Wally Brewer 18th Fitter and Turner, 
Brian Jones 19th Radio Mechanic, Ray Dawes 21st Fitter 
and Turner, Jeff Heron 21st Radio Mechanic, Ian McLean, 
22A Musician, Bill Mertin 22nd Vehicle Mechanic, and 
Brian Williamson 24th Radio Mechanic. 

https://austarmyapprentice.org/archive/
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Membership Matters 

Contact Graeme Smail, 35th Electronics Tradesman, Membership Secretary, membership@austarmyapprentice.org 

The current state of the membership, as at 25 July 2022, is 1070 financial members, comprising: 

Membership types and nos: Life – 3 Ordinary – 907 Retired – 149 Associate – 11 

Top 5 membership by Intake/Class: 22nd – 53 30th – 43 25th – 42 27th – 41 28th – 39 

Apprentices making great contributions to the Goorambat Veterans’ Retreat 

https://www.veteransretreat.com.au 

From Phil Edwards CSC BM, 27th Intake Electronics Tradesman 

Last edition featured the contribution by the 27th Intake of a donation of $5,000 to Goorambat Veterans' Retreat 
from the proceeds of their 50th anniversary reunion event in March at Mornington. This time, Phil Edwards has 
supplied a more detailed article for your enjoyment. 

“Where is Goorambat you ask? Goorambat, with a population of 269 in the 2021 Census, is located about 11km 
North of Benalla in Victoria and on the North East Victoria Silo Art Trail. 

The Goorambat Veterans’ Retreat (GVR) is located on the site of the old Goorambat Primary School that 
previously operated on the location from 1908 to 2010. The site and buildings were purchased from the Victorian 
Education Department in 2019 and the old main school building built in the 1930s is now used as the Retreat’s 
communal facilities including a lounge and library, kitchen, ablutions, and activity rooms. 

The GVR is managed and operated by a team of dedicated volunteers and provides a safe location and 
environment for veterans to take respite and relaxation with families and carers while also offering recreational 
camping and caravan sites for veterans and their families. 

• Wellbeing support and health. This is very much tailored to the individual need and can encompass but is 
not limited to: access to on-site short-term crisis/emergency accommodation, help overcoming 
immediate financial distress, connection with support programs, on-site or off-site peer connection or 
participation in small group workshops and activities. 

Wellbeing support and health promotion might be as simple as bringing a caravan to the Retreat or 
staying in the onsite tent or pods for a short while. It can be meeting and talking to others, or it may 
involve a full range of other services tailored to a person’s needs. 

• On-site personal crisis, timeout and emergency accommodation, which provides a supported, quiet and 
safe place away from distractions of a hectic life and allows veterans to take a moment of solace while 
connecting with appropriate support measures. 

• Assistance and Advocacy. GVR has access to a network of experienced and well-trained Veterans 
Advocates. GVR Compensation Advocates can assist in identifying potential claims, assist veterans in the 
preparation and lodging of claims with the Department of Veterans’ Affairs and, where required, provide 
assistance with appeals to the Veterans’ Review Board. 

• On-site one- to three-day workshops for veterans or veterans and their partners utilising professional 
facilitators and our on-site accommodation (where required). 

• Referrals to other 3rd party and Ex-Service Organisations (ESOs) for wellbeing support measures as is 
necessary. 

• Recreational Camping and Caravan Sites. GVR has sites set aside for recreational veteran visitors with 
RVs, caravans, camper trailers or tents. The relatively small fees we charge are used to offset some of our 
utility and facilities costs. In addition, our crisis accommodation pods can be booked for recreational visits 

mailto:membership@austarmyapprentice.org
https://www.veteransretreat.com.au/


 

 

 

Volume 5 | Issue 6 | August 2022  8 
 

subject to availability and on the understanding that a veteran in need always gets first preference. One 
pod is fully operational now and the other four should be operational by no later than December 2022. 

Much work has been completed since 2019 despite the limitations of Covid restrictions and there is still more to 
be done. There have been quite a few Army Apprentices who have kicked in on a number of working bees at GVR 
and/or have made donations to GVR, and there are two Appies on the GVR management committee. Army 
Apprentices helped build the first accommodation pod from a Chinese flat pack – and they needed all their skills 
to get it assembled given the Chinglish instructions and the “oh not so squarey” materials. 

But the final outcome was great with the pod, complete 
with queen size bed and ensuite, has already been used 
for veterans in need. Other tasks undertaken by 
Apprentices combined with other vets include: the 
relocation of electrical services for the installation of a 
6kW solar system, reskinning the front of the 
schoolhouse including adding a verandah and sliding 
glass doors, general painting, upgrading toilet and 
shower facilities, installing new security fences, cleaning 
the three additional transportable accommodation 
pods ready for furnishing and connection to utilities by 
later this year, cutting firewood, gardening, and lots of 
smaller, essential tasks. 

Right: “On the tools” – Phil Edwards (kneeling) and 
Jeff Ward, 27th Musician  

Army Apprentices as individuals and intakes have also made donations to GVR, which is a registered charity and 
donations are tax deductible. The 27th Intake recently donated $5,000 from fundraising at the Intake’s 50th 
anniversary reunion. 

Looking to help or visit? 

Lend a hand. Come along to a pre-planned working bee or come and stay at GVR and do whatever you can on the 
many tasks that are always waiting to be done. There is always a task to suit your skills, capabilities, desire and 
time. The GVR Website lists our working bees and lets you register interest in a working bee or in coming along to 
help at any time. 

Donate. The GVR is a not-for-profit charity registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits 
Commission (ACNC). The GVR has been granted Deductible Gift Recipient (DGR) status by the Australian Tax 
Office which allows for a tax deduction for donations of monies and property valued at $2 or more. You can 
donate direct via the GVR Website. 

Come and stay and relax. Why not book a caravan site, an accommodation pod or a tent/camper site, kickback, 
enjoy the space and the quiet, and take in a bit of what country Victoria has to offer? You can book directly on the 
GVR Website.” 

Events Reports 

23rd Annual Apprentices South East Qld Reunion, 4 June 2022 

From Brian Daley OAM, 14th Intake Vehicle Mechanic, Life Member 

The annual reunion was held at the Bulimba Bowls Club, Quinn St, Balmoral on 4 June 2022. The ‘apprentice 
weather god’ once again smiled on us, and we had a perfect sunny day. 

Approx 160 Apprentices attended the event, along with their wives/partners. Apprentices travelled from distant 
places such as Sydney, Rockhampton, and out west. The oldest on the day was Les Edis, 9th Intake Electrician. Les 
looks good and would pass for a man of 50!! The youngest were Evan Box (Electronics Tradesman) and Peter 
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Finch (Electrical fitter) from the 49th Intake. Peter Lambert (Vehicle Mechanic) was the only 13th Intake 
representative but was joined by a large group from the 14th Intake to share many old stories. The 30th and 31st 
once again were the largest groups represented. 

Rob de Visser, 25th Intake Radio Mechanic attended on the day but, unfortunately, during a chat with Brian Daley 
he explained that his days were numbered, and he was planning a trip to Vietnam in the days just after the 
reunion. However, sadly we have now been informed of his passing due to cancer. 

At the 2021 reunion, Belinda and Jan Slaats (32nd Intake 
Fitter and Turner) made an amazing cake to celebrate the 
day. This year Belinda excelled herself (maybe with Jan’s 
assistance) and made not one but two even more beautiful 
cakes, which were appreciated and enjoyed by the crowd. 
All agreed they were an awesome production and were 
reluctant to cut them – but cut them we did, and they tasted 
as good as they looked. Belinda said she made them as a 
thank you for the services of all Apprentices. Many thanks 
Belinda and Jan. Their support and generosity are very much 
appreciated. 

Behind the cakes (L-R): Peter Finch (49th Electrical Fitter – 
sunglasses), David Grant (14th Vehicle Mechanic), Les Edis (9th 
Electrician), Bernie Cooke (32nd Carpenter and Joiner), and Gary 
Sargent (23rd Electrical Fitter – behind, between David and Les) 

Once again, the raffles winners were very pleased to have their names drawn out of the barrel. 

This reunion could not be successful without the support of the Bulimba Bowls Club who would not accept a 
payment for the venue. Thanks too must go to the ladies, Mary-Ann Bowyer, Trish Richardson, Barb Daley, and 
Denise King, who did the ‘Meet and Greet’ and the raffle ticket sales – could not do it without these ladies! 
Thanks too to Woolworths at Bulimba for their amazing support. 

 

Thanks too must go to the ‘BBQ Kings’. Unfortunately, this year Peter Henderson aka Chook was unable to attend 
due to illness, so Mick Caughey worked on his own and produced a great meal as he has done for many years. 

Brian Daley announced that the 4th June was not only the reunion day, but also it was his 79th birthday!!! He 
advised that if the reunion is still run by him next year it will definitely will not be able to be held on his 80th 
birthday weekend – so not on the first Saturday in June as it has been in the past. Brian suggested that it is maybe 
time for a committee to be formed to take over the running of the reunion, as it seems he is not as fit and able as 
he thinks he is!!!! He suggested that an informal invitation be sent out inviting fellow Apprentices to gather, 
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perhaps at the Bulimba Bowls Club in the near future, to facilitate a committee being formed. Watch this space 
for a date. Anyone interested in continuing to make these reunions happen should please contact Brian Daley, 
0412 721 761 or email bjdaley14@gmail.com. 

ACT Region Quarterly Lunch, Ainslie FC, Wednesday 8 Jun 2022 

By Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mechanic, Newsletter Editor 

Another great turn-up with 17 Apprentices from the 2nd to the 36th Intakes plus 7 partners. These lunches are 
going from strength to strength and those who attend look forward to each time. A “warm” welcome to Neil 
Anstey, 31st Musician who finally managed to get away from work for lunch. Our record attendance to date is 30, 
but that was at Xmas time when we have lucky door prizes. We look forward to the next event in September, 
when it warms up a little. 

Melbourne Cricket Club Dining Room – Military Veterans’ Group Wednesday 13 July Luncheon 

From Barry Minster OAM, 20th Intake Radio Mechanic, Welfare Officer 

The regular quarterly luncheon held by the Military Veterans’ Group was well attended and over 250 people 
heard from the new Director of the Australian War Memorial in Canberra – MR Matt Anderson PSM. Matt 
explained that recently a $500M grant was made to increase the display capacity of the AWM to allow vastly 
more exhibition space for the post-Vietnam era. The construction will take three to four years; however, the 
Memorial will remain open to the public throughout this period. 

The funding for the AWM is totally separate from DVA 
Veterans allocations and will not impact any current 
services for Veterans. 

Attending the luncheon were several former Army 
Apprentices: (pictured L-R) MAJ John Aldenhoven 18th 
Radio Mech, WO1 Bill Pearson 20th Radio Mech, LTCOL Reg 
Elder 7th Telecom Mech, and CPL Barry Minster OAM 20th) 
Radio Mech, and (seated) WO1 Dave Price 18th Radio Mech. 
Coincidentally, all five were members of the Royal 
Australian Corps of Signals. Also in attendance was the 
chairman of the Military Veterans’ Group LTCOL Roger 
Greene, also an RA Sigs member. 

To be a member of this sub-group of the MCC, one 
needs to have served in Her Majesty’s Forces and also 
be a member of the MCC. To attend one of these regular luncheons as a guest, all you need to do is ask a member 
and pay the requisite dining fee. 

Upcoming events 

Notification of upcoming events 

For any Regional Representative or Association member who wishes to organise an event where Apprentices are 
attending, did you know that if you notify the Association of the event, it can be listed on the Website for all to 
see. Potentially more people will know about the event and therefore attend. 

It can also be “sponsored” by the Association and therefore will automatically be covered by the Association’s 
insurance. That means, if there is an incident or the like, you as the organiser may not be out of pocket. 

To notify the Association of any event, there is a form located on the AAAA Website at 
https://austarmyapprentice.org/association-forms/ 

This information is then sent to the Secretary who will then minute the event and have the notice added to the 
Website; the insurance cover will then attach. 

mailto:bjdaley14@gmail.com
https://austarmyapprentice.org/association-forms/
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AAAA and other Apprentices functions 

Event, Location, Day, Date, Time Comments, Contact 

ACT Region Quarterly Lunch, Ainslie FC, Wed, 21 Sep 2022, 
1200 

Please let the Editor know if you intend to be there. 
Jeff Heron, 21st Radio Mech, ACT Regional Rep, 
news@austarmyapprentice.org 

22nd and 48th Intakes gathering, Whitsundays, 
from 20 Sep 2022 

The 22nd and 48th Intakes included the only father-
daughter Apprentices, numbers were required by June to 
enable planning. Details on the AAAA Website, in Events 

AAAA AGM, Kirribilli Club, Lavender Bay, Sydney, 
Sat, 22 Oct 2022, 1030 

Send input/requests for agenda items to 
secretary@austarmyapprentice.org 

25th Intake 50th Celebration of Graduation, Wodonga RSL, 
Fri – Mon, 2 – 5 Dec 2022: dinner Sat night, visits to Bandiana 
Museum and Latchford Memorial site and BBQ Monday 5th. 

See the 25th Intake Appies Facebook Group, 
contact Fred Smith, 25th Vehicle Mechanic or email 
secretary@austarmyapprentice.org 

75th Anniversary of the Army Apprentice Scheme, Anzac Day 
Apprentices March, and The Goods Shed, Toowoomba, Tue, 
25 Apr 2023, 0900 
The AAAA Banner has been booked for this event. 

Liz Fitzgibbon, 40th ET, via a Private Event on Facebook, 
Army Apprentices are the cream of Australia’s Youth 
https://facebook.com/events/s/anzac-march-
toowoomba-2023/581979123064766/ 

75th Anniversary of the Commencement of Army 
Apprenticeships, Albury Wodonga, Fri - Sun, 20 – 22 Oct 
2023, (proposed) 

Proposed program: 
* Fri 20 Oct 23 – Registration and Meet and Greet 
* Sat – 21 Oct 23 – AGM and Reunion Dinner, 
* Sun 22 Oct 23 – BBQ lunch, more details to follow. 
events@austarmyapprentice.org 

Other associations, etc 

Event, Location, Day, Date, Time Comments, Contact 

* RAEME Reserve/CMF Reunion, Brisbane, Sun, 21 Aug 2022 
* RAQ NQ Gathering, Townsville, 26 Aug 2022 
* RAQ Gold Coast Lunch, Mermaid Beach AEME SLSC, 27 Aug 
* RAQ Darling Downs Luncheon, Club Toowoomba, 11 Sep 22 
* RAQ Sunshine Coast Lunch, Maroochydore, Sat, 1 Oct 2022 
* RAQ Darling Downs Luncheon, Club Toowoomba, 27 Nov 22 
* RAQ All Ranks Luncheon – Brisbane, Sat, 3 Dec 2022 

RAEME Association QLD (RAQ) 
http://qld.raeme.org.au/index.php/notices/events 

Central Victorian Veterans Group monthly get-together 
Bendigo RSL Club Terrace, 1st Thursday of the month, 1900 

Jonathan Crust, 48th Carpenter and Joiner via Facebook, 
Army Apprentices are the cream of Australia’s Youth 

* RAEME Corps Conference, Gallipoli Bks, Brisbane, 
    Wed - Thu, 2-3 Nov 2022 

Includes a Corps dining-in night on Wed 2 Nov, 
RAEME SO2 Corps, MAJ Steve Howells, 
stephen.howells@defence.gov.au 

* RAEME Luncheon, Avoca Hotel, Tue, 6 Sep 2022 
* RAEME and other Log Association's Combined Function, 
    TBA, Fri, 28 Oct 2022 
* RAEME Birthday Family Function, W Adelaide FC, 26 Nov 22 

RAEME Association of SA 

Enquiries to Newsletter Editor, gregrosser@adam.com.au 

1 Fd Sqn Gp RAE QLD, 2022 Reunion and Memorial Bridge 
Dedication, Western Districts Rugby Football Club, Toowong, 
10-13 Nov 2022 (see below about donations for the Bridge) 

Meet and greet – Thu 10 Nov 
Remembrance Day and Bridge Dedication – Fri 11 Nov 
AGM – Sat 12 Nov at 1000 hrs, Flag Service at 1500 hrs and 
Dinner at 1800 hrs. 

Includes dedication of a Memorial Bailey Bridge being 
built in Anzac Park, Toowong, Friday 11 Nov at 1600 hrs 
followed by a reception. 

Request a Reunion Registration Form – by email to: 
info@1fieldsappers.org. Contacts: Tony Andrews, 
antony.andrews@bigpond.com or Jim Weston, 
james.weston5@icloud.com 

mailto:news@austarmyapprentice.org
mailto:secretary@austarmyapprentice.org
mailto:secretary@austarmyapprentice.org
https://facebook.com/events/s/anzac-march-toowoomba-2023/581979123064766/
https://facebook.com/events/s/anzac-march-toowoomba-2023/581979123064766/
mailto:events@austarmyapprentice.org
http://qld.raeme.org.au/index.php/notices/events
mailto:stephen.howells@defence.gov.au
mailto:gregrosser@adam.com.au
mailto:info@1fieldsappers.org
mailto:antony.andrews@bigpond.com
mailto:james.weston5@icloud.com
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Event, Location, Day, Date, Time Comments, Contact 

HQ 1ATF LAD Vietnam Seeking missing members of the first HQ 1 ATF LAD who 
served in 1966/67. 
Maurice Barclay, mauricebarclay5@gmail.com 

HQ 1 ATF Association, Capital Country Holiday Park, ACT, 
18 – 21 Nov 2022 

John Verheist 0437 212 121, jeverheist@gmail.com 

RAEME Get Together, Bjelke-Petersen Dam, 
23 -27 Feb 2023 

Annual camping/caravanning get-together of past and 
present RAEME members, Facebook Group “RAEME Get 
Together 23/2 - 27/2 2023 - Bjelke-Petersen Dam 

HQ and HQ Coy 1 ALSG, Broken Hill, NSW, 20 – 25 Mar 2023 Tony Brown, 0428 852 736, tr4950@optusnet.com.au 

50th Anniversary of building the Lord Howe Island Airport, 
2024 
From Feb to Sep 1974, during Exercise Kentia Palm, and led 
by a detachment from 1 FER Holsworthy, and using RAE, 
RASVY, RASIGS, RAAOC, RAEME and AACC members, the Lord 
Howe Island Airport was built. 

To celebrate the 50th Anniversary, organisers are putting 
together a nominal roll to plan and organise a reunion. If 
you or anyone you know was involved, please contact 
gary.barker3@bigpond.com. This will get you added to 
the roll and keep you in the loop on further 
developments. 

This is also being advertised through Corps channels and 
Defence-related journals. Pass this on to non-Appies who 
were involved. 
From Facebook, Win Coles, 23rd Radio Mech, 14 Oct 2021 

RA SIGS CERTA CITO 100, in 2025, RA Sigs will recognise its 
centenary year with events to commemorate 100 years of 
the Corps, reflecting on the past, present, and future. 

Events will occur through the year by ARA/ARES Signals 
units across Australia. The culmination (Certa Cito 100) 
will be in Nov 2025. https://rasigs.org/?page_id=291 

Letters to the Editor 

Army Small Ships (contd) 

From Peter Johnston, 11th Intake Telecom Mechanic 

“Hello Jeff 

I was posted to Sydney Area Wksp in January 1960 after the 4th year at 2 Base Wksp. At that time it was located at 
Leichhardt in an Ord depot. Defence purchased the building at Mascot and we moved about Easter 1960. 

The move was welcomed by the living-in people as we had to find our own way to work at Leichhardt, no Army 
vehicle was provided. Fortunately I had a car by then but I always had passengers. At that time the only way to 
Leichhardt from South Head was directly through the city CDB and Kings Cross. The traffic (plus trams) was bad. 

Later we moved to Randwick and at least we could get a hot-box meal for lunch from the Randwick mess rather 
than the Pers Depot cut lunch. 

I spent a lot of time working on the 4 LSMs [Landing Ships Medium] which I consider a good experience. Some 
recollections are: 

The HF medium power transmitter was an ex US Navy WWII set and we couldn’t get full power out of the PA. 
New output valves were procured from the US by AWV Co. at great expense but the problem was lack of drive 
from the oscillator stage. The tuning inductor was a large solid conductor coil, corroded from sea air. Silver plating 
restored the inductor and the transmitter returned to full power output. It was an excellent example of the RF 
current surface effect in wires, something I had been taught in theory but a good practical demonstration of the 
effect. 

mailto:mauricebarclay5@gmail.com
mailto:jeverheist@gmail.com
mailto:tr4950@optusnet.com.au
mailto:gary.barker3@bigpond.com
https://rasigs.org/?page_id=291
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One day the deck crew was doing lifeboat drill, as they rowed away from the LSM at Watsons Bay there was a 
mad panic and a hasty return to the ship. They had forgotten to insert the bung in the stern drain hole. The 
engine room crew took great delight in this. 

A lot of the officers were direct entry merchant seamen thus we often went to sea off Sydney while working on 
the ship. One trip back to Watsons Bay the officer in charge of docking the ship hit the wharf so hard people 
standing on the wharf were knocked over. Fortunately only an ego was bruised. 

One job was to replace the HF antenna, a heavy copper cable from the bow to stern via the mast on the bridge. 
As the youngest I was elected to climb the mast above the open bridge to remove and replace the cable. No 
OH&S then, just climb and firmly hook my leg around the mast while accessing the insulator. 

I also did some work on the KH radar installation at Garden Island. However, we had to lock the bridge and the 
comms cabin so the rabid union dock workers didn’t know service personnel were working on the ship. 

Kind regards, 

Peter” 

Well done 

From Ross Grant AM, 17th Intake Fitter and Turner 

“Hi Jeff, 

Great read and a very 'content rich' edition. Well done. 

Regards, Ross” 

Appreciation 

From Dale ‘Clem’ McKeough, 24th Intake Fitter and Turner 

“Hi Jeff, I would like to take this opportunity to let you and the President / Committee know that the Newsletter is 
always read with anticipation. The layout is good, the content is full of information both past and & present. You 
all put in a lot of work and research to produce all the articles each month. 

It is, as far as I am concerned, excellent work and very much appreciated. Thank You” 

Recruiting opportunity for ex-RAEME veterans 

From Simon Brooks, 40th Intake Motor Mechanic 

“Congratulations on another great AAS Association newsletter, received earlier today [4 May 2022]. 

I am not sure whether this would be an appropriate contribution, but I met one of our brethren from the Royal 
New Zealand Electrical and Mechanical Engineers at a veteran charity event in Brisbane last month. 

James McAllister is the CEO of BioKem and is keen to recruit ex-RAEME veterans, who he sees as having a high 
degree of reliability and technical proficiency. For your consideration. 

Thanks, Simon Brooks, 40th Class VM” 

From James McAllister NZCE (Mech), CEO BioKem Oil Services Pty Ltd 

“We have an ex-RAEME ASM Andrew Baly starting with us soon but would welcome the opportunity to recruit 
from the ranks of ex-RAEME craftsmen & NCO’s, particularly if there are some out there wanting to establish a 
new career for themselves. Our work is varied, well paid and interesting. Thank You” 

Contact details: Office: +61 7 3286 6122, Mobile: +61 4666 25 225, Email: james@biokem.com.au, Web: www.biokem.com.au 

And from Andrew Baly, 36th Class Electronics Tradesman (7 Pl), 0422 153000 or andrew@biokem.com.au 

“I have recently commenced work with a niche oil filtering/oil management company that specialises in large 
rotating equipment lubrication testing/servicing (power stations, mines, remote sites etc) based out of Capalaba 
in Brisbane. 

mailto:james@biokem.com.au
http://www.biokem.com.au/
mailto:andrew@biokem.com.au
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We are looking for tradesmen who are after workshop based and project-based FIFO work at various sites around 
Australia. You could live in Townsville, Sydney or other location and be flown into either Brisbane or direct to site 
for specific projects after you receive induction/training in our methodology. We also have a workshop based in 
WA that is looking to be ramped up in the near future. 

… We both want tradesmen that are process based and understand good mechanical principles to be part of the 
existing team that we are looking to grow. 

Regards, Arte et Marte (Twist to open) 

Andrew Baly JP(QUAL) 
Operations Manager BioKem” 

Apprentice family connections 

Not a letter, but a phone call from Allan Cook, 3rd Intake Vehicle Mechanic, App RSM in early 1952, who explained 
that his family has a strong connection with the AAS. His daughter-in-law’s two Apprentice brothers were: a 15th 
Intake Fitter and Turner who became a RAEME LTCOL, and a 23rd Intake Fitter and Turner, an RAE MAJ. Her sister 
also married another Apprentice, a 15th Intake VM who was a RAEME MAJ. So, with Allan, who was a RAEME 
CAPT, that makes four, all of whom were commissioned. This may not be a record but, added to the (at least four) 
families who had three brothers who were Apprentices, the (at least 15) fathers and sons, and the (at least two) 
fathers and daughters, the family connection with the AAS is strong. 

Vale John Edward CONSTABLE, 7th Intake Telecom Mechanic 

From Reg (Robert George) Elder, 7th Intake Telecom Mechanic 

“Hi 

John was in my tels class and he [was] one of the first four graduates to the Signal Corps. The others were Alan 
Bradbury, Tom [Ikin] and myself. [Reg later confirmed that there were two others before the 7th: Albert BROWN, 
2nd Telecom Mechanic (graduated 3rd) and Bruce JAGO, 3rd Telecom Mechanic. Ed]. John and I were sent to work 
at the HF radio station at Diggers Rest where we worked shift work. Tom 
and Alan were sent to the receiving station at Rockbank. In those days 
we were away out in the country. Today it is wall to wall housing. 

The last time I saw John was not long after graduating and it was just 
after breakfast when I was coming [off] shift. I met him near our sleeping 
quarters and he said ‘I’m off, see you later’. He ducked through the fence 
and that was the last I saw of him. I heard later he was back in Bermagui. 

He was a good class and hut mate and we played rugby together. 
Attached is a photo with John in it. 

Alan Bradbury was killed in an aircraft crash not long after graduating 
[1960] and Tom had a long career in the Signal Corps. He passed away 
some years ago [2012]. 

All the best to everyone. 

Reg Elder” 

The photo [right] was taken at a rugby match in Fawkner Park, Melbourne. 
Possibly 1954. 

You will know some of the others. Don Kemp, 8th [Telecom Mechanic], 
Doug Wright [7th Carpenter and Joiner], Alan Christie [7th Telecom Mechanic], 

John, and myself. I think it is Don Reid [7th Carpenter and Joiner] partly obscured. 
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SPAASSM Collection 

Introduction 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jn2pwwbuhix2rqp/SPAASSM%20Index%20as%20at%2018%20Nov%202021.pdf?dl=0 

Project SPAASSM (Special Project for Army Apprentices School Special Material) started after the discovery, at 
the Army Museum at Bandiana in 2006, of a vast quantity of historical material relating to the Army Apprentices 
Schools and Army Collee of TAFE. 

The material was wasting away in a warehouse, not available for viewing. Items include 7,300 photos, 750 x 35 
mm slides, negatives, 30 video tapes, a movie film, and 10,000 pages of various journals, graduation booklets, 
standing orders, handbooks, and histories. 

The material, in about 20 boxes, was relocated to the Australian War Memorial (AWM) in Canberra and, with 
their support, was digitised and, on 7 August 2010 all material was handed over to the Army Museum Bandiana. 

A USB wafer containing low resolution copies of the material may be purchased from the SHOP. 

The pdf in the SPAASSM DVD INDEX folder on the Association Website is an index to the USB. The index is 
incomplete and those with copies are urged to provide input to improve it, using the Website Contact Us page. 

May 2022 competition solution 

Question: “What is the name of the Chapel below, 
where is it located, and what item of importance to 
Army Apprentices is stored inside?” 

Answers: Chapel of St Peter; Latchford Bks, Bonegilla, 
Vic; and Apprentice Governor-General’s Banner (laid 
up on 29 Nov 1996). 

 

Aug 2022 competition 

Again, there were no correct answers, so perhaps this 
one will whet your appetite: 

“What helicopter is this – make, model and name?” 

 

The first person to send the most correct answer to 
news@austarmyapprentice.org will win a copy of the 
SPAASSM Collection on USB. 

Merchandise 

AAAA Shop 

For Merchandise enquiries, contact the Treasurer: merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org Shop: 
https://austarmyapprentice.org/shop/ 

MERCHANDISE ITEM PRICE POSTAGE IMAGES/NOTES 

• 2013 Balcombe Commemoration DVD $10.00 $10.00  

• 60th Anniversary DVD $10.00 $10.00  

• 70th Reunion Stubby Holder $5.00 $5.00  

• AAAA Badged Cap (right) $20.00 $10.00  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/jn2pwwbuhix2rqp/SPAASSM%20Index%20as%20at%2018%20Nov%202021.pdf?dl=0
https://austarmyapprentice.org/shop/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jn2pwwbuhix2rqp/SPAASSM%20Index%20as%20at%2018%20Nov%202021.pdf?dl=0
https://austarmyapprentice.org/contact/
mailto:news@austarmyapprentice.org
mailto:merchandise@austarmyapprentice.org
https://austarmyapprentice.org/shop/
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MERCHANDISE ITEM PRICE POSTAGE IMAGES/NOTES 

• AAS Cloth Badge (Balcombe or Bonegilla) Large $25.00 $3.50  

• AAS Cloth Badge Small (100mm x 70mm) $20.00 $3.50  

• AAS Flag (Original Badge) $175.00 $14.00  

• Association Car Sticker (right) $5.00 $1.50  

• Association Lapel Badge $10.00 $3.50  

• Association Name Badge: 
PROMOTION – Badge + 70th Reunion Photo Card 
PROMOTION – Badge + Association Key Ring 

$16.50 
$30.00 
$30.00 

$3.50 
$3.50 
$3.50 

To order a Name Badge, 
include preferred (1st) name, 

and Intake/Class. 

• Association Tie (right) $25.00 $10.00  

• Badged Face Mask (both AAS and Association Badges) $15.00 $5.00  

• Baseball Cap (AAS Badge) $12.50 $14.00  

• DVD –50th Anniversary 1998 Albury Wodonga $10.00 $10.00  

• Association Key Ring: 

PROMOTION – Key Ring + Photo Card or Name Badge 

$20.00 
$30.00 

$3.50 
$3.50 

To order a Key Ring, ask if a 
number you’d like is available. 

• Plaque (either Association or School Badge) $65.00 $14.00  

• Polo Shirt (M, L, XL, 2XL,3XL, 4XL) (AAS Badge) $35.00 $14.00  

• 70th Reunion Cap $15.00 $14.00  

• 70th Reunion Photo Card (USB wafer): 
PROMOTION – Card + Name Badge or Key Ring 

$16.50 
$30.00 

$3.50 
$3.50 

 

• SPAASSM Collection (USB wafer) (right) $25.00 $10.00  

• Stubby Holder (AAS Badge) $5.00 $5.00  

• Balcombe Sketches – set of 8 sketches 
(2 sets left) 

$10.00 $14.00 Contact the Treasurer for the 
Balcombe Sketches. 

Website Links to Businesses and Organisations – update 

https://austarmyapprentice.org/links/ (accessible by Association members only) 

Some of the links on the Association “Links” page are now out of date. If you know of any that are there and are 
no longer in business, then please let us know using the Website Contact form. 

Also, use the Contact form to let us know if you (Apprentices only) do have a business and would like to have it 
listed.  

There is no cost and there are no kickbacks to anyone connected with the Website for these listings, just a sense 
of owing something to all Appys through a knowledge of something shared. 

Requests for donations and support 

Monument to Australian Army WWI Engineer Units 

From Facebook, 1st Field Squadron Group RAE Association Qld Inc and https://www.1fieldsappers.org/amiens-bridge 

The 1st Field Squadron RAE Association Qld Inc is spearheading a team that will build the one and only monument 
to every Australian Army Engineer Unit that served in World War 1 in Anzac Park, Toowong, Qld. 

Dedication of this Monument will be on 11 Nov 2022 from 1600 hrs during the Reunion from 10-13 Nov 2022. The 
Monument will be a Bailey footbridge measuring 15.24 m long and 2.1 m wide. An application to DVA for financial 
assistance to build it was refused. 

https://austarmyapprentice.org/links/
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The 1st Field Squadron RAE Association Qld Inc is registered as a charity. Donations are tax claimable and your 
name will appear in the honour roll of donors to be preserved forever. Donations will also be posted on the RAE 
Association Qld Website. 

Please donate to: 1 Field Squadron Group RAE, BSB: 638-060, A/c No: 15136868. If you require a receipt, make 
sure you leave your name, phone number and email address in your deposit remarks panel.  

RAEME Corps Display RMC Duntroon 

A display is being set up at RMC Duntroon to help represent the 
Corps of RAEME to the Cadets as they make their way through 
the College and decide which corps they would prefer. RAEME, 
as do some of the other logistics corps, struggles with recruiting 
high profile members from RMC, with the Arms Corps often 
taking priority and appearing the most attractive. 

The display will comprise physical objects begged, borrowed or 
stolen from wherever, including the RAEME Corps Banner 
Parade print (right). For physical items, send Jon an email 
offering them to determine if they are required and then how to 
get them to RMC. Keep in mind that the items will be on public 
display 24/7. 

It will also include a digital display of photographs and videos. If you have any suitable digital items, please email 
them to Jon Tynan at jstynan@hotmail.com. 

Veterans’ Retreat – 131 Hartwig Road, Mothar Mountain, QLD  4570 

https://www.veteransretreat.org.au/supporters; email: veteransretreat@outlook.com 

“Veteran’s Retreat has been established to provide relief and assistance to current and former service men and 
women of the Defence Force and emergency services, veterans, first responders and their families and carers 
(Veterans) by operating a retreat facility to provide a place of treatment, solace and recreation to assist in the 
treatment of and recovery from post-traumatic stress disorder and other disabilities arising from their service to 
Australia. 

We have a number of facilities here to make your stay as pleasant as possible and can assist with respite and 
emergency accommodation. We cater for everything from swags, tents, camper trailers, caravans, and motor 
homes. Limited power is available during off peak times on request. We are also now excited to offer two rooms in 
our old RAAF donga as well as onsite caravans. 

There are so many ways you can get involved and help support us, through donations, purchasing merchandise, 
corporate sponsorship and volunteering.” 

Soldiers & Sirens 

https://soldiersandsirens.com.au, GoFundMe https://bit.ly/3oZeNNW and Facebook (Soldiers & Sirens) 

In the August 2016 edition of TAA, we mentioned Soldiers & Sirens WA, which was launched as an initiative to 
assist First Responders and Military personnel. Owned and run by ex-First Responders, Soldiers & Sirens was 
established to provide psychological, peer support and crisis assistance services for anyone who is serving or has 
served in the ADF or any First Responder organisations at any time. 

In 2018, Soldiers & Sirens received a Federal Government grant enabling them to commence a two-year pilot to 
gauge demand for the service, and to see if their new way of delivering services was effective. The grant expired 
in mid-2021 and the doors were closed in August 2021. Support is being sought to enable Soldiers & Sirens to 
continue. 

Support has been strong enough for Soldiers & Sirens to reopen on 1 August, with a Reopening Family Fun Day at 
Joondalup Sports Association, Iluka, WA on Sunday 7 August 2022. 

mailto:jstynan@hotmail.com
https://www.veteransretreat.org.au/supporters
https://soldiersandsirens.com.au/
https://bit.ly/3oZeNNW
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RAEME Corps Subscriptions 

https://raeme.org.au/index.php/2-corps/59-raeme-corps-subscriptions/ 
Or email the Head of Corps Cell at: raeme.hoccell@defence.gov.au 

RAEME Corps Subscriptions support RAEME Corps Funds, which are used for, e.g. Annual Corps Awards, Corps 
Coins to new members of the Corps, Artificer Scrolls/Coins, Certificates of Appreciation, and Annual 
Disbursements through regional RAEME Reps. 

Each contributor to Subscriptions will receive a uniquely numbered Corps Membership Medallion designed on the 
St Eligius (Corps Patron Saint) coin. Regardless of which method of contribution is chosen it is requested that the 
subscription details are kept up to date to ensure you receive the Corps Medallion and other relevant 
information. Subscriptions are available to current and past Corps members. Commencing a Subscription also 
grants you normal membership to the RAEME Association. 

If you have subscribed to the Corps Fund for 10 full years at any point (and if records can be found to confirm 
this), you will receive life membership. If you haven't, you can pay the rank-relevant amount in one go (or part of 
it if you have subscribed but for less than 10 full years). 

History 

Apprentice profile – Bruce Thompson – diving adventurer 

Thanks to Michael Kusternig, 17th Intake Fitter and Turner for finding this article 
This extract is from https://nektonix.com/2014/01/02/bruce-thompson-diving-adventurer/ dated 2 January 2014 

In the last Edition, we included a historic Vale notice recording the passing of Bruce Thompson, 7th Intake 
Plumber. He had taken up recreational diving when he was 22 and this led an eventful career. 

His early career led him to be an Army Instructor at SME, where he spent his spare time diving for pleasure or 
with the Army Engineers diving unit. He applied to attend the RAN four-week, compressed air diving course. In 
true military style, that turned out to be a posting to the RAN’s Clearance Diving course, a gruelling six-month 
programme instead. 

“The drop out rate was high. About fifteen of us started the course and within a short space of time we were down 
to five and then four. The following day – about half-way through the course – we were issued with wet suits.” 
“The final challenge was ‘Maximum Stress Week’, seven days of round the clock diving exercises, with little if any 
sleep, intended as a test of your physical and psychological endurance.” 

Bruce topped the course and, to make the most of the opportunity, he requested a transfer to the RAN and was 
accepted. In record time, he was promoted to Leading Seaman and then Petty Officer Clearance and, in 1967, 
attended the Special Duty Officers school in the UK after which he was commissioned. 

After a two-year exchange programme with the RN, he returned to Australia and was promoted to Lieutenant and 
posted to HMAS Waterhen as Executive Officer of Clearance Diving Team One for two years. He then served on 
HMAS Melbourne for 12 months, followed by the RAN Diving Training School, HMAS Penguin. 

In 1979, Bruce and family moved to the UK to work as an unpaid Assistant Instructor teaching commercial diving 
at Fort Bovisand Underwater Training Centre in Plymouth. The high cost of living in the UK forced him to leave 
and, in 1981, he joined the Sultan of Oman’s Navy as a Naval Officer. He was soon appointed Executive Officer, 
working under a British CO on an LSL (Landing Ship Logistic), ‘SNV Al Munassir’. 

Becoming involved with the Sultan of Oman’s Navy Diving Group, Bruce established a Ship’s Diving unit to round 
out the SNV Al Munassir’s capabilities. In 1983, he was promoted to LTCMDR and assigned as XO on the northern 
Naval Base at Goat Island in the Straits of Hormuz for two years, and then served with the Sultan of Oman’s Navy 
Diving Unit for four years. 

In 1989, Bruce returned to Australia, taking up a position as Inspector of Diving with the Victorian State 
Government’s Department of Energy and Minerals. 

https://raeme.org.au/index.php/2-corps/59-raeme-corps-subscriptions/
mailto:raeme.hoccell@defence.gov.au
https://nektonix.com/2014/01/02/bruce-thompson-diving-adventurer/
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After launching, in 1988, and administering the Australian Diver Accreditation Scheme (ADAS), he retired to the 
Whitsundays in 1997. 

“Sadly, Bruce passed away in 2015. Following a touching Memorial service held at the Royal Australian Navy’s 
Diving School, at HMAS Penguin, his ashes were scattered on Sydney Harbour.” 

SWORD AND BATON: Senior Australian Army Officers from Federation to 2001 

By Justin Chadwick, Big Sky Publishing Pty Ltd, Newport, N.S.W. : 2017 

Volume 1: 1900 – 1939 is a collection of 86 biographies of senior Australian Army officers who reached the rank 
of MAJGEN from Federation to the outbreak of World War II. Each biography consists of a narrative of the 
subject's life and then an analysis of their achievements and command style. 

Author Justin Chadwick is now seeking input for Volume 2. Supported by the Army History Unit, he is currently 
writing biographies of MAJGENs Arthur (Doug) Powell and John William Kingston (both ex-RAEME). He has 
requested if anyone with recollections of those two officers could share them. Any information would be 
beneficial. He needs the personal side which is best supplied by those who knew him. 

If you can help, email the Editor (at news@austarmyapprentice.org) your contact details and we’ll pass Justin’s 
email address to you so you can contact him directly. 

The Army School of Music – Band Boys, Apprentice Musicians and Adult Trainees 

A recent enquiry as to when Band Boys at the Army School of Music (ASM), Balcombe became known as 
Apprentices has resulted in some interesting discussion. 

Thanks to Kevin Noon CSM, 14.5 Intake Musician, and LTCOL (Retd) Tony Sillcock CSC (ex-Director of Music 1986-
1999) for sourcing a summary of a history of the School of Music created by LTCOL Reginald (Reg) Newman MBE 
ARCM, ex-Director of Music. It covers the time from Newman’s appointment in 1951 as Director of Music, 
establishment of the ASM in 1953, creation of the Australian Army Band Corps (AABC) in 1968, and conversion of 
bands from brass bands to military bands during the 1960s. He was awarded the MBE for his services and retired 
in 1971. A full copy of the history is yet to be received, but the summary below is provided mainly for discussion: 

• January 1952 – the Band Boy Class started at Kapooka, NSW 

• About April 1952 – the Band Boys moved to Woodside, SA 

• About October 1952 – redesignated Band Boy Training Centre (BBTC) to allow for unit sub-account 

• Early 1953 – BBTC moved to Balcombe and attached to AAS 

• Early 1953 – raising of the Army School of Music (ASM) approved; Band Boys absorbed into the AAS (because 
Newman was unable to obtain additional commissioned staff) and re-titled Apprentice Musicians. The change 
in 1953 was poorly received and 14 were discharged mostly for misconduct and offences committed to obtain 
their release. These discharges are shown in the AAS Nominal Roll. The class, known as the Royal Tour Class, 
was followed by the 10th Class, presumably numbered from AAS classes. Newman’s history shows personnel 
were called Band Boys until the 12th Class in January 1957 were referred to as Apprentice Musicians. 

Note: The Nominal Roll maintained by the AAAA includes the names of 542 Musicians, including: those who 
enlisted as Band Boys, those who enlisted as Apprentice Musicians, and those who converted to Apprentice 
Musician from other trades. Of these, 385 graduated (including mid-year “A” or “.5” intakes), that is: 

Intake 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

Graduated 16 15 14 8 3 8 5 16 1 9 5 7 11 5 5 11 

Intake 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37  

Graduated 5 11 9 19 25 18 9 12 22 19 25 22 8 22 20  

The last Intake, the 37th, commenced at Balcombe but Apprentice Musicians were redesignated as Adult Trainees 
on 1 February 1983, finishing their training at the School of Music in Watsonia, Vic. 

mailto:news@austarmyapprentice.org
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Roy Vincent’s Diamond T prime mover 

From a Facebook post on 29 May 2022 by Roy Vincent, 12th Intake Vehicle Mechanic 

In August 2020, we featured Roy’s International Harvester AR 162 
semi-trailer in 1963, en-route from Maribyrnong to Pt Wakefield, 
SA to the Ordnance testing facility. Roy drove other trucks as well, 
including this Diamond T [right]. 

Roy was visiting the Army Museum at his old unit at Bandiana – “a 
magnificent display, always improving”. When questioned as to the 
Apprentices display at the Museum, Roy replied, “… but it has 
shrunk somewhat, from memory, to allow more exhibits from other 
branches and times. The Museum has changed very much from our 
group visit some years back – but very much improved.” 

Our Committee 

http://austarmyapprentice.org/about/committee/ 

Note we are still keen to fill some Committee positions, particularly: Merchandise Officer, Chaplain, and Regional 
Representatives for North Qld, Vic Metro, Southern Vic (e.g. Gippsland), and Central Vic (e.g. Albury Wodonga). 

Patron – MAJGEN Andrew Freeman AM, 40th Elec Fitter 

Office Bearers 
President – Keith Lowe, 22nd F&T 
Vice-president – Greg Haggett, 40th P&G 
Secretary – Steve Doudle, 25th VM 
Treasurer – Richard Pike, 21st VM 

Committee Members 
Welfare Officer – Barry Minster OAM, 20th RM 
Public Officer – Ray Wilson, 15th Plumber 
Heritage Officer – Lutz Preusche, 27th ET 
Membership Secretary – Graeme Smail, 35th ET 

Ordinary Committee Members 
Member 1 – Jeff Heron, 21st RM, Life Member, and 
          Newsletter Editor 
Member 2 – Bob Clarke, 22nd VM 
Member 3 – Mick O’Donnell, 22nd Bricklayer 
Member 4 – Merchandise Officer – vacant, 
          Richard Pike, 21st VM (Acting) 

Member 5 – John Culbert, 18th C&J 
Member 6 – Wayne Davis, 50th Elec Fitter 

Appointees 
Honorary Trustee – Jim Hislop OAM, 9th F&T 
Auditor – Gary Lancaster, 22nd F&T 
Legal Adviser – Rod Perkins, 24th F&T 
Chaplain/s – vacant 

Regional Representatives 
WA – Bob Coventry, 22nd RM 
NT – Steve Woolston 25th F&T 
North Qld – vacant 
South Qld – Brian Daley OAM, 14th VM, Life Member 
NSW – Richard Pike, 21st VM 
ACT – Jeff Heron, 21st RM, Life Member 
Vic Metro, Southern Vic, Central Vic – vacant 
Northern Vic – Rob Minato, 31st ET 
Tas – Steve Bramich, 23rd C&J 
SA – Michael Thompson, 26th VM 

Contributions to The Apprentice About 

The Apprentice About (TAA) is published quarterly (in February, May, August and November). Submissions close 
on the 15th of the month preceding each edition, i.e. 15 October for November, 15 January for February, 15 April 
for May, and 15 July for August. If you have any contributions (which would be greatly appreciated) please email 
them to the Editor at news@austarmyapprentice.org or mail them to the address on the first page. 
We are still interested in articles about Bonegilla, from the ‘80s and ‘90s, as well as more Corps-specific (e.g. 
RAE, RA Sigs and AABC) items. 

Disclaimer 

Information, views and opinions expressed in “The Apprentice About” originate from many different sources and 
contributors throughout our membership. Please note that content does not necessarily represent or reflect the 
views and opinions of the AAAA. 

http://austarmyapprentice.org/about/committee/
mailto:news@austarmyapprentice.org
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